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SERVICE REVmVER 


SRP 


BArn.EFIELD 

FMISK 


• Aged “ Battlefield Finish” 

• Built from Original Blueprints 

• Loads, Cycles, Fires and Ejects 
as the Originoi 

• Originoi 1915 markings 

• Single / Double Action 

• Full Size 

• Field Strippable 

• Full Metal Construction 

• 6 inch Barrel 

• 6 Shot 

• < 3 Joules 

• 2.4ibs(1Jkg} 


£209.99 

Now Available 
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A fter seven years and 88 
issues it is time for me 
to oafi it a day and say 
goodbye to Air Gunner. I will 
be moving on to do something 
completely different with 
Haymarket Puhlishing, the 
company 1 worked with before I 
came to work at Archant. Little 
did I know that I would go from 
reading Air Gunner to being its 
editor and my time here has been 
fantastic. 

As this is my last edition, I 
thought it might be nice to revive 
an old feature, 'My Airgunning 
Roots’ and tell you about my life 
in airguns. This month I’ve also 
'come clean' and written about 
my favourite airgun, the Air Arms 
S4€0. Of course there are many 
airguns that I love, hut the S400 
for me offers superb performance 
as well as value for money. Check 
one out if you get the chance. 

\ would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the 
contributors. They all have 
fulhtime jobs and write for the 
magazine because of the love 
of their hobby. Producing a 
feature can he a lengthy process 
and how they manage to fit that 


in with other work and family 
commitments, i don't know. 

I would also like to thank 
editor-in-chief, Terry Doe, for 
employing me and for all his help 
over the years. Special mention 
must go to our unsung hero, Rosie 
Barham, author, chef, proof reader 
and all round good egg, who 
polices our grammar and tactfully 
puts us right, 

Phill Price, whose knowledge 
and enthusiasm have contributed 
greatly to the magazine, will 
become the new editor and I know 
tie will take the magazine to even 
greater heights. 

Finally, I would like to thank 


you, the readers. Without you 
this magazine wouldn't exist. It's 
been a pleasure meeting you at 
various shooting events and I 
hope you witi continue to enjoy 
the magazine. 

All that remains Is to wish you 
all well and if you see me at a 
shooting event, do come and say 
hello! 
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03 ED S LETTER 

Matt welcomes you to the April issue 

07 NEWS 

We bring you the latest developments in 
our sport 

10 LETTERS 

Share your ideas and get it all off your 
chest 

13 GURU 

See if our airgun guru can help you with 
your problems 

17 CAMBRIDGE BLUES 

Gary Chillingworth tries not to let the 
Cambridge Diabolical get him down and 
looks forward to the Nationals 


27 A LOAD OF SLEET 

Eddie Jones battles the weather, but will 
he bag anything? 

35 ABSOLUTELY 
FABULOUS 

Keith Warburton explains what he means 
by ‘relative’ and ‘absolute’; but enough of 
the theory, how did he get on in his first 
springer competition? 

47 THE WEAKEST LINK 

Just how much difference do proper 
mounts make, asks Jim Royce 

48 DAYSTATE 
COMPETITION 

You can win a Walther Rotex RMS and 
scope worth £500 


53 DAYSTATE MIDLAND 
HUNTER SERIES 

New writer, Theresa Reed, takes us 
through round one of this hotly contested 
series Pictures by Andy Wilson 

56 FIXED AT A STROKE 

Neil Price fixes a Walther LGR Single- 
stroke Pneumatic Target Air Rifle 

60 JACK’S BACK 

Charlie McFee brings us some serious 
field kit from Jack Pyke 

63 SWELL IDEA 

Spring airguns are not as efficient as 
they could be, according to the inventor 
of a new design of transfer port. Jim 
Royce investigates 
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JUST E45.00* 

Total Value £95.77 
Saving 53% (£50.77) 


iackpyke 


Madeusmgduotex 
fabric with 
traditional bucKle 

I 

lack Pyhe dog bag 

can be used for a 

sports- 


JUST £33.50 

Total Value £75.82 
Saving £42.32 


JUST £38.50 

Total Value £75.82 


65 MAKE MINE A 
MAGNUM 

Gary Chillingworth prepares to shoot 
a 44 Magnum in the USA by training 
with air pistols in the UK 

69 AIR RATED 

What’s the editor’s favourite rifle? It’s 
a question he is often asked and now 
he comes clean 

74 MY LIFE IN 
AIRGUNS 

In his final issue Matt Clark looks 
back at his shooting past 

79 FIREARMS QUALITY 
AIRGUNS BY JOHN 
ATKINS 
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Now you can buy single issues 
of Air Gunner online - go to 

www.buYamag.co,uk/AirGunner 

buyamag.co.uk 

Great magazines direct to your door 


Additional Photographs by Eberhard' 
Groba and Nigel Allen 

85 MOHAWK DARTS 

Charlie McFee relives some old- 
fashioned fun with some new darts 

86 STARTER FOR TEN 

Have your say about the magazine 

92 SWAP SHOP 

Grab yourself a bargain courtesy of 
other readers 

94 COMING NEXT 
MONTH 

See what we have for you in May’s 
issue 


CHOOSE A DEAL 


SUBSCRIBE today 

8c SAVE Up to 53 /o 


+ receive your 

welcome gift 
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visit: www.air-arms.co.uk 
for more det;ails. 


Visit us on 

Facebook 


.from Air Arms 
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Designed in Britain 
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IN THE NEWS 


For the very latest news visit us at 
www.airgunshooting.co.uk 


Daystate Pulsar 

Out in Las Vegas at the S.H.O.T Show, 
Daystate took the opportunity to launch 
their radical new Pulsar pre-charged 
pneumatic bullpup. There’s no mistaking 
that this is a brand new gun and very 
different from anything else in their 
catalogue. Inside, it uses technology 
derived from the MK4 iS which includes 
a computer-controlled hammer and an 
electronic trigger. This makes great sense 
for a bullpup because its remote location 
is no challenge at all. They simply run the 
wires to where they’re needed with no 
mechanical connection. The looks have 
divided opinion, but those who’ve seen it in 
the flesh say it’s a handsome gun. 

We’re begging for a test rifle every day so 
look out for our review soon 
www.daystate.com 



British Recoiling Gun Championships 


To honour the memory of shooting 
champion Paul James, Anston Field 
Target Club is holding a competition 
for spring/piston recoiling guns on 
the 29th of March. 

There will be a 40-shot course 
set to NEFTA/WL rules with targets 
from 8 to 55 yards, including many 
reduced kill zone ones. 


All the money raised from the 
competition will go to the Prince 
of Wales Flospice that cares for 
patients with life-limiting illness, and 
their families. 

To find out how you can take part 
visit the website for full details: 

www.britishrecoilingchampionship. 

co.uk 


Paul James is remembered in this new competition 


PAUL JAMES 
BRITISH RECOILING! 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

29TH MARCH 2015 <a>ANSTON FTC 


Ian Coley 


On Saturday the 11th of 
April Ian Coley shooting 
grounds will be having an 
open day where you’ll be 
able to compete on Promatic 
Sharp-Shooter targets to 
win a Weihrauch HW99S as 
first prize. The new ranges 
have been well received 
and the company 
is keen for as 
many people 
to try them as 
possible. BSA 
and Weihrauch 
will have staff on 
hand at the show, 
demonstrating 
their guns, where 


you can try before you buy. 
There’s catering on site and 
the gun shop will be open all 
day to satisfy you with some 
retail therapy too. The range 
is at Andoversford near 
Cheltenham and is easy to 
find. 

www.iancoley.co.uk 




Built so ihat:Vi‘rtuaUy everyone^a^^H^^^^^ 

afford to see life for all it's 

None of the features you d 

just efficiently built, p re m i u 

performance optics to maximisi’ w>J 5 ft^^^r^ 

time outside and your hard earn^|x^U;^3?Tr^^ 


WKSCO RIFLESCOPES 

..E qual ly ^hgm^e on the range, in 
the woods or out in the field, our 
range of.riflescopes deliver the 
ultra-bright, clear imagery you 
demand for locating and targeting 
even the smallest of targets. 

V', . - 


(Wholesale) Co. Ltd, visit www.blsley-uh.com for further details and to find your local dealer 
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Battlefield finish 

Webley’s MKVI revolver is flying off the shelves 
with its stunning looks and perfect replica 
details. They’ve just announced a new version 
featuring a battlefield finish that makes the gun 
look antique, with all the wear and tear marks of 
a service revolver. This adds greatly to the appeal 
for collectors who prefer their guns to look aged, 
as though they’ve had a hard life. Webley also 
has a leather holster to fit and plenty of spare 
shells for fast reloads. 
www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk 


IN THE NEWS 



UKAHF^ 

UKAHFT World 
Championships 


a full-size, full-power adult rifle. The soft 
inserts in the stock wear Bear’s trademark 
bright orange, and his BG logo proudly on 
the side. 

This is described as the Adventure 
Survival Set that includes pellets and targets 
and I could well see how this could provide 
meat in a survival situation. 

Bear has a huge range of other BG 


branded products from clothing to knives, 
machetes and torches, all of which he has 
chosen because they’re tough and can be 
relied on when it really matters, so Gamo is 
proud to be included in the club. 

Bear is Chief Scout and encourages 
young people to learn to shoot safely 
and responsibly. As an ex-soldier he has 
extensive shooting experience and we hope 
that his name will bring many new people 
into airgunning. In all good shops now. 


pellets. You have the choice to fit a magazine, 
which is simple, and makes the rifle ready for 
hunting. Up front, it comes fitted with a muzzle 
brake but this can be removed and replaced with 
a silencer of your choice. Our test gun is in and 
we’ll bring you a fully detailed review next month. 
www.bisley-uk.co.uk 


UKAHFT organiser, Pete Sparks, 
has let us know that the World HFT 
Championship will again be at the 
Kelmarsh Game Fair again this year, 
on the 5th and 6th of April and is 
already completely booked up. There 
will be 360 competitors from 11 
countries adding to the international 
feel. This is a great event that has 
fierce competition, alongside the fun 
and comradeship that the sport is 
justly famed for. 


Bear Gryi 


World famous televesion survival expert Bear 
Grylls, has teamed up with Gamo airguns 
to produce a range of rifles, targets, pellets 
and a pistol. They’re primarily aimed at 
encouraging youngsters to get into shooting, 
but there are models in the range that are 
suitable for hunting too. 

The model in the photograph below is 
based on the Gamo Shadow DX which is 


Cometa Lynx 

After waiting years we’ve finally got our hands 
on a Cometa Lynx pre-charged pneumatic rifle. 
We saw it the IWA show in Germany three years 
ago, yet it’s taken this long for it to get AMTA 
anti-tamper approval, allowing it to be sold on 
the UK market. This is their first pre-charged 
gun and uses a small buddy bottle for air storage 
and side-lever action. As standard it’s a single- 
shot with a neat pop-out carrier to load the 

After a long wait the 
Cometa Lynx is here 
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Next Game 
Fair 

The 5th and 6th of April, 
the Easter Bank Holiday, will 
bring us the first big game 
fair of the year at Kelmarsh 
Hall in Northamptonshire. 
The later date than usual 
will be welcomed by many 
hoping for some warmer 
weather than in recent 
years, especially the hunter 
field target shooters who 
will be competing for the 
World Championship at the 
event. As ever, the show 
will feature every country 
sport, often with active 
displays in the arenas from 


WINNER! 


The winner of the 
Weihrauch HW95 in 
February's competition is 
Allan James who texted 
in with the right answer, 
'A'. The winner of our 
Hawke Scope competition 
is Alan Burnham who 
texted in with the right 
answer which was 'B'. 
See our latest comp on 


working dogs, horses and 
falcons, to name but a few. 
Shopping choices will be 
huge with retailers offering 
clothing, footwear, guns, 
and accessories, for every 
need and budget, 
www.kelmarshcountryshow. 
co.uk 
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Night Master 1C Torches 


Owners of Night Master 
torches can now buy an 
upgrade kit that coverts 
them into dimmable models. 
It includes a new tail cap 
with the rotary control 
and a LED module that’s 
dimmable. This makes 
the torches more flexible, 
allowing lower output for 


close range and full power 
for longer distances. There 
are white, red, green and 
infra-red options to suit 
every need and the kit costs 
£64.95 

To get yours call 01274 
512919 or visit www. 
taclight.co.uk 
Upgrade your Night Master now 
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• Award winning shop. 

• Instant finance available. 

• Lifetime gun guarantee. 

• Indoor gun range. 

• Gun hire and tuition. 

• We buy guns, instant cash. 

• Gun repairs and service. 

• Airfill and bottle service. 






ITT 




ronn iesunshines .com 

BERKHAMSTED STORE 

4 Canalside • Nonthbnidge Road • Berkhamsted 
Hertfordshire • HP4 1 EG 

01442 872829 


IMEWTOIM ABBOT STORE 

Sabre Close • Heathfield • Newton Abbot 
Devon • TQ1 2 BTW 

01626 242971 


Shop Open Monday - Saturday S.OO - 5.00 
Closed Sunday and Bank Holidays 
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YOUR LEHERS 


First Airgun 


I’ve been wanting a gun for 
about 10 years and never taken 
the step to actually purchase 
one. However, the last few 
months I decided it was time. 
I’m 30 years old and many 


of my local gunshops have 
been quick to shove me off 
and I can’t help but feel that 
they don’t want to answer my 
questions. They give me short, 
blunt, one word responses and 


the occasional eye roll, which 
might be due to my lack of 
knowledge. Undoubtedly, my 
questions are similar to those of 
a small child, but we’ve all got to 
start somewhere, right? Maybe 
they were having a bad day, as 
we all do. Nevertheless, many 
magazines, YouTube videos and 


LETTER 

OF THE 

I MONTH 


various shooting forums later. 
I’ve pursued my dream to own 
my first rifle and I’m now the 
proud owner of an Air Arms 
TX200HC in walnut and I love 
it! 

Lee Williams 
Via email 



Hush 

What do you think of my idea 
for keeping my neighbours 
happy? I use a silenced 
rifle, but the noise from a 
pellet-catcher I suspected 
would be very annoying. So I 
experimented with cardboard 
and newspaper to deaden 
the noise. It was better, but 
difficult to store and set up. 

In a pet shop I saw the 
perfect thing - shrink wrapped 
blocks of compressed sawdust 
for pet rabbits etc. I wrapped 
one in parcel tape, put two 
large elastic bands round it 
to hold the targets (or you 
could use kebab skewers) 
propped it up at the bottom 
of the garden and it’s almost 
silent even when hit by my 
old .22. When the holes begin 
to leak sawdust, a piece of 
parcel tape soon stops that, 
but they’re cheap enough to 
replace anyway. 

I’ve enclosed a couple 
of photos; one shows the 
contraption and the other 
the set-up at the end of my 
garden. The lower target 
holder is of soft meadow hay 


for rabbits. I use it for pistol 
shooting mainly for indoors 
where it sucks in the low 
velocity pellets so avoiding 
annoying my wife by leaving 
bits of lead strewn about. 

On another subject 
altogether. I’m an airgun 
instructor for the Scouts 
and do my best to get young 
people interested in the 
hobby and, as importantly, 
their parents on side. I’m 
responsible for buying rifles 
and pistols for my Scout 
Group. I recently bought 
four pistols (actually SMK 
XHS3s), which I tried 
and seemed perfect and 
indeed are very nice good 
value pistols. What I didn’t 
realise was that the trigger 
(perfect for me) was too 
stiff for a child to pull and 
still retain any semblance 
of accuracy. An expensive 
mistake. What I’d like to 
see in airgun magazines is 
more for young people and 
especially suitable airguns 
at reasonable prices. They 
are, after all, our sport’s 
future. 

Bill Sayer 
Norwich 
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Shooting Buddy 


I just wanted to say a massive 
thank you for rolling out such a 
quality magazine time and time 
again. 

I’ve been an avid small game 
hunter for around twelve years 
now. I’m totally self-taught, so 
probably do everything back to 
front and upside down, but I 
always seem to get good results. 

The reason I’m emailing is, 
just over a year ago my best 
friend and hunting partner 
committed suicide; as a result 
I’ve just not been going out at 
all with my airguns. 

I feel I’m now ready to 
get back in the field and 
miraculously I still have two golf 
courses and a farm that I have 
permission on. 

I was wondering if you 
knew of anyone in the 


Buckinghamshire area who 
would like to shoot with me on 
Friday or Saturday nights. My 
techniques and kit may be a bit 
unorthodox, but I would love 
to find someone to hunt with 
regularly and exchange tips and 
ideas with. 

I’ve recently treated myself 
to a Daystate Airwolf in .22 
and night sight, which I’m 
hoping will prove to be a useful 
addition in my quest to control 
the rat and rabbit population on 
my permissions. 

If you hear of anyone please 
get in touch, I love nothing 
more than getting out for a 
bit of lamping or a long walk 
around tracking my quarry. 

Louis Clark 
Via email 



Is the bolt on the right better for lefties? 


On the Right 


I just had to write 
after reading James 
Grintons’ email to the magazine. 
Every time I see a new air 
pistol I look to see if it’s left- or 
right-handed and I saw the new 
Trophy pistol from the Shooting 
Party is a left-handed one. 

Let me explain: If you look 
at a couple of examples like 
the Trophy and the Brocock 
Grandprix, which are described 
as ‘target orientated’ you will 
see that the cocking handle is 
on the right-hand side, meaning 
that they are easier for left- 
handed people to cock. But 
look at pistols such as my first 
proper match pistol, a FEB 80 
with its side-lever on the left so 
that the grip doesn’t leave the 
shooting hand, and then look at 
my current pistol, a Steyr LPIO 
which again has its controls on 
the left. You can see this trait 


in all classic pistols such as 
the Colt 45 auto or the Luger 
etc. Even the Colt Peacemaker 
often called a left-handed 
gun because of Sam Colt’s 
supposed left-handedness can 
be loaded while being held in 
the right hand. 

I would only ask you to look 
at your photo of a Brocock 
with a scope on it to see how 
awkward it is for a right-hander 
to operate without removing the 
right hand from the grip. Any 
pistol shooter will tell you that 
the most important thing is to 
establish your grip and make it 
consistent; not easy when you 
keep moving your hand. 

Sorry about the rant but 
I’d have bought both of these 
pistols if they’d been right- 
handed. 

Paul V Scourfield 
South Wales 
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Get in touch... 

Post your letters to: Letters, Air Gunner, 
Evolution House, Z-6 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, RG40 2EG 
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Weighty Probfem 




I really identified with your piece on the HW95 
especially where you say that you bought an HW 
80 and should have opted for a HW95K. I made 
the same error many years ago as a 17-year-old. 

I was captivated by the HW80 and as soon as 
I could afford one I was knocking on my local 
gunshop door. 

All my shooting was pest control and 
hunting and I enjoyed shooting on several large 
permissions. I always found the HW80 too heavy 
to lug about all day and never knew about the 
correct way to shoot springers, having been 
taught to shoot full-bore and rimfire rifles in the 
air cadets. Eventually the accuracy came and I 
attained a level of consistency that meant I was 
happy to take live quarry confidently. I put all this 
down to the sadly departed John Darling and his 
writings. He taught me that unless a particular 
pest needs eradicating, then only take enough 


On Target 


to control the numbers, so one species doesn’t 
dominate. 

Thank you again for the excellent writing from 
you and your team. 

Colin Raeside 
Via email 


ftffufd thl^SSi^^suited Colin better 
UhanhisBOZ^^- ' 




About nine months ago 
I was in W.H. Smith 
looking at all the airgun 
magazines. I picked up 
an issue of Air Gunner and 
that was it! Three airguns 
later and after building my 
own shooting range in my 
back garden, I am totally 
sold on target shooting. 

How all this passed me 
as I was growing up is 
beyond me. As a newby to 
this hobby, the next step 
was to join a gun club. I 
have sent off numerous 


emails to different clubs 
in the Bristol area, but not 
received a single reply. 
Where are these friendly 
clubs you talk about in 
your magazine? Are they 
a secret society or what? 

I would like to hone 
what skills I have, talk to 
like-minded people and 
not lose any enthusiasm 
for this wonderful sport. 
Thanks for letting me 
bend your ear. 

Barry Jones 
Via email 



If you have a top tip, 
something you'd like to 
get off your chest, or 
an interesting anecdote, 
then why not shoot us a 
line? We print the best 
letters and emails each 
month and one will be 
awarded a top prize. 
This month it's a superb 
BSA Essenclal hunting 
scope and mounts worth 
over £60 and you could 
win it simply by getting 
in touch and sharing 
your views 


Recipe for Success 


I would like to see some recipes from 
your writers for things like rabbit, 
woodpigeon and squirrel. 


John Ripchensky 
Canada 

Should Air Gunner include more recipes for our quarry? 
Watch this space... 


Picking Up a Six 

Just picked up the Webley Revolver I won from the 
January issue. Thank you to all at Air Gunner and Webley. 

John Lacy 
Via Text 

Ed - John, you are welcome. Thank you for letting us know it 
arrived safely I love this pistol and have bought one myself, 
but watch 
this space 
because the 
Webley VI 
story isn't 
finished yet! 





The Tech Approach 


Are rangefinders and other high 
tech bits of kit going to replace 
traditional fieldcraft? 


I’ve been noticing the increase in 
expensive gadgets available for the 
hunter, for example, thermal imaging 
units, NV scopes, NV binoculars, 
rangefinders and so on. It appears to 
me that in the not so distant future 
the art of field craft will not come 
down to the amount of time you have 


spent honing 
your skills in 
the field, but 
how deep 
your pockets 
go. 

Paul Rhodes 
Derbyshire 



12 AIR GUNNER www.airgunshooting.co.uk 






AIRGUN GURU 
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4 V 

GET IN TOUCH 

Post your letters to: Letters, Air 
Gunner, 2~6 Easthampstead Road, 
Wokingham, RG40 2EG 


matthew.clark@archant.co.uk 


bURU TIP: Always finish on a win 
If you're hunting, training, or 
even plinking in the garden, 
try to finish every session on 
a positive note by hitting a 
practise target with a weil-taken 
shot This keeps your mindset 
positive and implants confidence 
for the next session. 


I want to buy a 
Weihrauch HW97. I went 
to my local gunshop 
and they have a new MKII 
version and an old MKI version. 
The second-hand MKI is a lot 
cheaper than the new rifle, 
but which rifle would give the 
best performance and value for 
money? Also, is there any real 
difference between the MKI and 
MKII version? 

A GURU SAYS: I suspect 
that Weihrauch might 
not recognise the 
designations Mk.l and 2 for the 
HW97; they most certainly did 
not for the HW77, and it seems 
it was UK enthusiasts who 
came up with the marks. 

HW97s with serial numbers 
up to 1375964 had 25mm 


cylinders and pistons; rifles 
beyond that serial number had 
26mm cylinders and pistons. 
From memory, the 25mm piston 
weighs 210 grams, the 26mm 
270 grams and, because the 
heavier the piston, the greater 
the recoil, the later version will 
have more recoil travel. For this 
reason, 25mm cylinder HW97s 
and HW77s are more sought- 
after by competition shooters 
than later rifles. 

One area in which later rifles 
did score over early ones is 
the spring guide. Early HW97s 
were fitted with steel guides 
with folded end tabs that could 
do anyone stripping the rifle a 
mischief, if they slipped and 
flew out as the trigger block was 
removed. Later rifles were fitted 
with Delrin guides, which are 


a lot safer for inexperienced 
airgun tinkerers to work with, 
and which do a better job of 
lessening mainspring twang. 

In your case of an old 
25mm HW97 verses a brand 
new one, the early rifle would 
be the one I would choose, 
but only if I could take a look 
inside first to ensure that the 
rifle had not attracted the 
attentions of someone who 
butchered the internals of the 
rifle in a bid to make it ‘more 
powerful’. The new FIW97 
would offer the peace of 
mind of knowing that the only 
people ever to work on the rifle 
are Weihrauch. 

I was out shooting 
I J earlier, in temperatures 
just above zero. When 
I returned home, I noticed 
condensation forming on the 


cylinder and barrel of my rifle. 
Apart from the obvious (drying 
it and wiping it down with gun 
oil), how can I prevent my rifle 
from rusting in the winter? 

A GURU SAYS: In very 
cold conditions, air 
is dense, and there 
is very little space for water 
molecules, so the air is dry. 
When you took the rifle inside, 
the air was much warmer and 
more humid (it contained 
more water molecules), and air 
next to the cold steel mixed 
with the humid air, forcing 
water molecules to coalesce 
into droplets on the surface of 
the steel. 

The trick is to zip your rifle 
in a gun bag while you’re 
outside, so it is surrounded by 
dry air, then take it indoors, 
and leave the bag sealed until 
the rifle has reached room 
temperature. Then give the 
steel a quick wipe with an oily 
rag. ■ 


Is a new HW97 better than an old Weihrauch? 
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NF.XT DAY DF.I.IVF.RY 
Order before 2.30pm Monday to Friday 
& get your order NEXT DAY (Sat extra). 


CUSTOMER SERVICES UnesOpen: 

01603 619811 


.co.uk 

for the Outdoors 


To receive exclusive offers & promotional emails every week...wvvw.u 


A coir A mersUr test In one/ Suy one (Mce A 
jmr can Hear ir In m/pple tveetfier osndtm 
siipV ^ Afdnp (X rsnomp Ifie sleews 


Pro Hunter Convertible 
Parka and Reversible Vest 
RRP £229.99 £165 


Pro Hunter Reversible Fleece Jacket 
RRP £149.99 £110 


Pro Hunter 1/4 Zip Shirt 
RRP £59.99 £45 


Pro Hunter Reversible Parka 
RRP £169.99 £119 


^OCKY M- 


iROCKY ^ 

PROHUNTER SERIES 


^OCKY ^ 

SILENT HUNTER SERIES 


ARKTOS SERIES 


Pro Hunter Glomitt 
RRP £17 £13 


RRP NOW 
£169.99 £119 
£169.99 £119 
£39.99 £29 
£39.99 £29 


Rocky waterproof construction and 
outstanding resistance to water en- 
sures that you'll remain completely 
dry. While the insulating lining keeps 
you cosy and warm. 

RRP NOW 

Insulated Parka £89.99 £65 

Insulated Bib £89.99 £65 


Pro Hunter Pro Hunter 

Balaclava ConvertiWe Baladava Pro Hunter Convertible Gloves 

RRP £21 NOW £16 RRP £29.99 NOW £20 rrp £49.99 £35 


RRP NOW 
£119.99 £89 
£109.99 £79 


BorrHterHat 
Hand Warmer 


Mos^ Oak Shadow 
grass Blade 


REflinifERP 

Allpurpose 


HOBUC 

Mossy Oak Break AJp 
Country 


^OCKY ■ i^OCKY 

OUTDOOR BOOTS liMVIil OUTDOOR BOO 


OUTDOOR BOOTS 


OUTDOOR BOOTS 


WORK BOOTS 


WORK BOOTS 


The Spoft UoCty rubber outsoJe s spot-on 
fa tht widemtss because ir providts 
Pxdon Old ensures that you have statte 
footing as you walk on rough terrain. 

Sport Utility 10' WP Leather / Nylon 
RRP £139.99 £99 a 


You'll enjoy the outdoors 
even more... in these Rocky 
Sport Utkdy PRO boots. 


Jtocky* Bigfoot \^teqjroof Oxford Work 
Shoes combine waterproofing & comfort 
into one great pair of men's shoes 


A dual-density rubber/EVA outsde gives 
you the comforts tracbon you need to 
have sure footing like a hiking boot. 


Game Seeker 6’ WP Nylon 
RRP £119.99 £79 


Game Seeker 8’ WP Nylon 
RRP £129.99 £89 


Sport Utility 8' Vi/P Leather 
RRP £139.99 £99 


Big Foot 3" WP leather Shoes 
RRP £129.99 £89 


Bigfoot 6' WP Leather 
RRP £139.99 £99 


Prohunter Insulated P 
Jacket £65 i 



i^OQKY ■ 

OUTDOOR BOOTS 


^OCKY CORNSTRLKER 

giNCHGTXlEIITHER 


WORK BOOTS 


OUTDOOR BOOTS 


OUTDOOR BOOTS 


Rocky CornStalker 
Waterproof Insulated 
Hunting Boots keep your 
feet warm and dry on the 
hunt. These nine-inch 
lace-up boots have 
durable polyurethane 
outsoles and quality 
Goodyear welt 
construction. These are 
tough boots that will last. 

RRP £179.99 

NOW £129 


Thktsulaite 


Having the UghtTrx rubber outsole on the 
bottom of this Hdtrdperka; it is kghtmght, 
so you want teel as if you are being weighed 
dom) by dteseouldoa boots 

Ridgetop Hiker 6* GTX Leather 
RRP £169.99 £119 ■ 


We've got you covered with grip too. Ihe 
Outback rubber outsok provides 
lortg-lasting traction and stability on 
rugged terrain. 

Outback Hiker 6' GTX Leather 

RRP £139.99 £99 I 


We've got you covered with grip too. Ihe 
Outback rubber outsole provides 
long-lastmg traction and stability on 
nrgged terrain. 


For all of the outdoorsy men in need of 
new footwear, the Rocky Core 
Waterproof is an excellent optioni 


Core Hiker 5.5' WP Leather 
RRP £119.99 £79 


Outback Hiker 8* GTX Leather 
RRP £169.99 £119 


A Terra Suspension footbed provides 
all-day comfort as you walk, stand and 
do yoa job in the Governor. 


A Terra Suspension footbed provides 
all-day comfort as you Haft, stand and 
do your job in the Governor. 


To help keep your feet nice and toasty 
these BearClaw boots have 1,400 grams 
of ThinsulateTM Ultra kisulabon. 


The Rocky konClad is developed and 
desigr^ fa the toughest of workers 
BuRt with quality Mafe/proo/lng materials 


Ironclad 8 Inch WP Leather lace to Toe 
RRP £159.99 £110 I 


Governor 6” GTX Leather 
RRP £169.99 £119 


Governor 9' GTX Leather 
RRP £179.99 £129 


BearClaw 3D 10' GTX Leather/Nylon 
m £239.99 £169 



iSOCKY 

WORK BOOTS 

■ 

iROCKY 

1 OUTDOOR BOOTS 

■ 

IIrocky 

OUTDOOR BOOTS 

■ 

iSOCKY 

OUTDOOR BOOTS 

■ 


E+OE Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability 














Now available on all orders over £500 


W« are pleased to oHei 24 & 36 Months Finance on all orders over £500. Apply and 
sign online to get an instant decisian in just a lew minutes with no paperwodc whatsoever. 
See website for details. 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

Order before 2.30pm Monday to Friday & 
get your order NEXT DAY (Sat extra). 

PRICE MATCH 

find It cheaper at our competitors & 
we will endeavour to PRICE MATCH 


VISIT OUR.WEBSn E & REGIS l ER NOW 


To receive exclusive offers & promotional emails every week. ..www.uttings.co.uk 


airforceone 

HI-POWER PCP AIRGUN PUMP 


trguns 



Three Stage 
Hand Pump 
RRP E14S 
£138.99 


Four Stage 
Hand Pump 
RRP £164 

£159.99 



1 Webley 





Accupump Stirrup Pump 
RRP £143.99 £119.99 


Complete with hose, gauge i bleed 
Dedicated airgun charging bottle. 

3 hr 300 BAR £139.99 

4 hr 300 BAR £159.99 

7 hr 300 BAR £199.99 

12 hr 300 BAR £249.99 





Cyiinder Carrying Strap 

£12.99 



Cylinder Cradle 
£15.99 



AirRam 

The most powerful airgun pump in 
vnth a sale woifcing presstve of 3S0 BAR^wet 
SOOO psi-and 43% more powerful than many 
other leading brands 
£149 





Rock it Shooting Rest 
£56.99 


£33.99 


DEBEN 


BIPODS 



Fixed Bipod 

from RRP £49.95 £44.99 



Lever Tih Bipod 
from RRP £64.95 £58.99 



These rugged shooters cushions are 
made bom 600 denier waterproof 
poljfester. Features a targe op pocktl 


Black £29.99 

Camo £29.99 

Olive Green £29.99 


AIRFORCEONE 

GUN BAGS 



Shooter Bag 

A premiuro quaBy gir slip designed to 
comfortably accommodate rifles mounted with 
larger sospes. 00 Green or Digital Woodland 
RRP 09.99 £36.99 



SNIPER*BAG 


A msatie gun bag for carrying a rifle 
and accessories. Indudes wdsadt 
shoulder straps hr ea^ and comfortable 
arryingonlongiboots. 

PPP MOMT 

Sniper Bag -47' £109.99 £94.99 
Sniper Bag -54* £109.99 £94.99 




Inaease the effectiveness of your 
airgun widt thh self-contained 
lamp i laser setup 


System 2-LF 'Varmint Hunter' ONLY 
Laser and Flasht ght £29.99 


PREDATOR 3X SCOPE MOUNTED 
COMPAQ LED UMP KIT 



The high powered LED with 50.000 hours 
Ef e-span. Toughened ultra dear glass lens 
for maximum light transmission. SpedaUjr 
treated a/unnun reflector provides a 
fixed focused beam 

ONLY £114.99 


iC? 

1 

T 

LED Pistol Light RRP £54.99 

1000 Lumens 400m Beam NOW £49.99 

iC 

I 

Long Ranger LEO Pistol RRP £54.99 
Light 500m Beam NOW £49.99 



A coloured LED lamp wi<i all the benefits of 
high powered LEDs but fitted with a red or 
green beam, meaning no loss of Kghl 
perfomunce. 

£89.99 



Giving Hhiminatioci ip to 300 metres from a 
choice of 3 (Diouted LEDs. Hassle free 
inlerchangeable coloured LED head units are 
included in red. green a white making it the 
ultmate package. 

£114.99 





Indkxles /ernw swricA 2Strm and JOhm 
scope nnurts, rechargeable batt^ battery 
charger, standani body base switch, who 
fasttrm^ colour fUteisanl cany pouch. 

Uaxmmkiwtance2S5lurms. 

LumenMax 225 Hunting Lamp Kit 
RRP £11 9 £69.99 


LED SPORT LIGHT 150 
Cordless Rechargeable Gunlight 



rechatgea^ LED Sport IjgitcomKcom^ 
wflh charger pfrp and red flflK 


RRP £69.95 £59.99 


i RACERS 

LED SPORT LIGHT 150 


12v Plug hi Kit 



ypu can either use the at adaptor or the high 
performance Uthiunlhymer Battery Packs far 
the ultimate setup This kit indudes a 4Ah 
Uthium Poylmer Battery Pack S red flftec 


RRP £11 9.95 £109.99 


ENFORCER HANDHELD LAMPS 



Bust tough to suit dl environments while 
offering the pa^ of high ryuality 
petformatree lighting to at users. 


140 75w Handheld lamp £79.09 

1 70 lOOw Handheld Lamp £99.99 

170 lOOw Handheld -variable Power £119.99 
170 SOW HID Handheld Lanp £229.99 
240 lOOw Handheld Lamp £129.99 

240 lOOw Handheld -Variable Power £149.99 
240 SOW HID Handheld Unp £239.99 


AGS 


VMX 

Rifle Scopes 




QUARRY KING RIFLESCOPES 




for observabon in complete darkness or bw 
kghl conditions. The monocular cat) be used 
to take photos or capture wdeo during the day 
aratni^tllkabtesafkedSxopticalioom 
and up to 8x digital loim. 

RRP NOW 

Sx40 £199.95 £189.99 



RRP ONLY 

6-24x56 AO £113 £94.99 

6-24x56 IRSP £133 £99.99 

8-32x56 SWF 30 £184.50 £139.99 


CRAFT 

Riflescopes 



Suitable hr a wide range of appikaions 
including daytime hailing, sprirts shooting 
ilawenfotcement 


RRP NOW 

4x32 IR £179.95 £164.99 

1.5-6x42 IR GOg.gS £289.99 

7x50 IR £199.95 £179.99 

8x56 IR £219.95 £199.99 

3-12x56 IR £339.95 £319.99 



STRINGER 
Digital night vision monoculars 


PHOTON XT 

Digital Riflescopes 

i?n?i 


Now featuring a cfg^ re^ with the 
one shot zero function as seen on the 
papular Pulsar Digsi^t NSSOfNm 
N750A range. 


RRP NOW 

Stinger 5x50 Digital £299.95 £279.99 
Stinger 3.5x42 Digital £279.95 £259.99 


4.6x42 S Digital 
6.5x50$ Digital 


£399.95 

£419.95 


SOgwm 

AIRMAX 30 SF 
RIFLESCOPES 





Mamba/Mambalite 


RRP NOW 
£249.95 £239.99 
£269.95 £259.99 
£289.95 £279.99 
£309.95 £299.99 


Mamba 1-4x24 IR 
Mamba 1.5-6x42 RIR 
Mamba 3-12x44 RIR 
Mamba 4-6x50 RIR 
Mamba Lite 3-12x44 
Mamba Lite 4-16x44 


£189.99 

£169.99 

£199.99 

£214.99 

£169.99 

£179.99 


3- 12x50 SF 

4- 16x50 SF 
6-24x50 SF 
8-32x50 SF 


^^^^ikko^tirUng. ^^^^tkko§>tirUng. 

RA.NAM AX diamond 



3-9X40A0 IR £148.49 £129.99 

3- 9x50A0IR £159.99 £139.99 RRP NOW 

4- 12x50 AO IR £177.99 £149.99 3-12x42 IRNa 4 £169.95 £139.99 

4.5-1 4x50 AO IR £204.99 £1 69.99 3-1 2x62 I R No. 4 £229.95 £1 99.99 


^ PULSAR 

Digisight LRF N870 

Digital Nightvision Riflescope 



The laser range finding capability comss to tie 
scope that started It all; the Digisight series ol 
night viston riflescopes wit now lealure an 
Integrated Laser rangtfmdet. 

Digisight LRF N870 £1 549.95 


^ PULSAR 

Quantum 



Quantum HO 38 S £2899.95 

Quantum LD 38 S £2749.95 

Quantum HD 195 £2299.95 

Quantum L0 195 £2149.95 


^ PULSAR 

Apex XD 

Thermal Imaging Riflescope 



NOW 

Apex X050 £3999.95 

Apex XD38 £3299.95 



Compact and lightweight themial 
imaging monocular with 384x288 
sensors at its core. 


IR 510-384 Thermal Imager - Monocular 
RRP £2249.95 £2199.99 






State of the ait storm weather outerwear - for 
Warmth, HMerprooAip, Duahrlfty S 
FunctenalMy. 


Monsoon Elite Smock 

RRP £199.99 £169.99 ■■ 



Made with kghtweighti highly breathable 
fabric The iMmale in comfort S protection. 


RRP NOW 

Recoil Jacket £209.99 £169.99 

Recoil Trousers £1 34.99 £99.99 



A tfiidl; fleece fiw(( fufrp Mtr andd madd of 
I00%polyestettkot(2laiers)ardawaietjxoal 
metrbrant ensures a good itsistatKeb a shower 

Mackenzie Vest 

RRP£7499NOWONLY£29 ■■ 


1 FLEECES 


VmTdIlyknedWindproalfirringffMkteps 
you warm and protects you from the\/ffnd. 

Bora Cooma Fleece Jacket 

RRP£5999NOWONLY£29 ■ RRP £31 99 NOW ONLY £19 ■ 


featuring Pidgtines Southern Star Mid Crop 
fleece a Lined for amfort a wm resistance. 


Customer Services: 01603 619811 


Lines open: 
Mon-Fri: 9am-1 pm < 


2pm-5pm 


Postal Address: 

PO Box 672, Norwich. NR3 2ZR 


Fax: 

01603 619849 


E-i-OE Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability 




















GAMO 


Precision Airguns 



All new PCP Rifle 



GAMOs first PCP rifle has arrived 

The Game Coyote PCP rifle is our first ever PCP rifle. 

• Hammer Forged Barrel 

• 10 shot rotary magazine 

• On board Pressure Gauge 

• Quick fill system 

• SAT 2 Trigger 

• Ambidextrous Beech stock 

• 70 shots in .177 100 shots in .22 

Available now at all good gun retailers. 



Gamo® reserve the right to change the specifications, availability and price of any product at any time. All information correct at the time of 
print. All RRPs are inclusive of VAT. Please note in some cases product photographs may vary from actual product. 


© Gamo® 2014 


www.gamo.com 


UKAHFT 


CAMBRIDGE 


Gary Chillingworth tries not to let the Cambridge Diabolical 
get him down and looks forward to the Nationals 





T he Cambridge Diabolical hunter 
field target (HFT) can take many 
forms. These range from United 
Kingdom Association for Hunter Field 
Target (UKAHFT) which is the group 
standard, to extremes, such as Sporter 
Field Target (SFT) and there are various 
club rules competitions. 

There is one shoot, however, 
which is breed apart and this is the 


Right: This HFT 
shooter seems to 
have taken a bit of a 
hammering 


Japanese haiku backwards. This is an 
exaggeration, but you get the idea. 

Take it to the Extreme 

The Diabolical takes target shooting to 
the extreme and targets that are 60 to 
70 yards plus are not uncommon. On 
top of this, the target placement can 
be a little tricky. You can guarantee 
that if there is a 40mm target on the 


'There is also a fair amount of humiliation, frustration and random 
swearing and that's just from the women and children" 


Cambridge Diabolical. The brainwave 
of Tony Hass, the Diabolical is exactly 
as its name suggests: diabolical. In the 
past, competitors have had 
to take shots standing on 
one leg, leaning against 
a tree whilst reciting a 


Beiow: ingrid van 
Gemert is a reguiar 
visitor to the Diaboiicai 


course, you will only be able to see a 
tenth of it and if you have a 15mm 
target that is not obscured, then it will 
be at least 40 yards away. 

The Diabolical is all about getting 
shooters outside their comfort zone 
and also having a bit of fun on 


Saw Loser 

After just nine shots, I had only killed 
one target and had completely missed 
five. To give you a small flavour of the 
course, I would like you to turn your 
attention to exhibit 'A'. This is a target 
and to hit this one you have to shoot 
your pellet through a 15mm hole in 
a saw blade. This pellet then has to 
travel through a hole in a tree before it 
reaches the target. 

The entire day is about fun and 
laughter and if you come along 
and take yourself too 

seriously, ^ 


the side. There is a fair amount of 
humiliation, frustration and random 
swearing, and that's just from the 
women and children. 

The event also attracts an 
international element and those wacky 
Dutch shooters have once again made 
the effort to come to the UK and 
shoot the Diabolical. On the way, they 
endured rough seas, motorway food 
and the driver of their car attempted 
to take it off road and remove the 
sump. However, a car was rented 
and they arrived to take part in the 
madness. 

The course this year was a bit 
tamer than in years past and some 
people have suggested that Tony has 
mellowed in his old age. This may be 
true, but the Diabolical course still 
ripped most of us apart and spat us 
out. 
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UKAHFT 




"Pete has always said that everyone is welcome 
and it does not matter what you shoot, from a Gat 
to an EV2, the Nationals has a place for you" 


then you will have a bad day. I was 
destroyed not only by the course, 
but by a man with a springer (Rex 
Bennett), and my good friend, Alex 
Larkin. 

There were, however, some stunning 
scores that came in and the top score 
of the day went to Kyle Hampton with 
a 49 and Kyle was shooting a springer. 
On hearing this, Tony Hass ritually 
disembowelled himself with a piece of 
bread pudding. Other great scores were 
in the junior section where Nia Preston 
took top honours. 

If you ever fancy having a go at 
the Diabolical, come and join the 
insanity. Details can be found at www. 
cambridgehft.com 


The 2015 UKAHFT series 

The UKAHFT series is the premier 
airgun series in the United Kingdom. 
The people who shoot it are the best 
of the best of the best, but there 
are also people like Nigel Smith, 
who is the worst of the worst 
of the worst. Nigel is chief of 
the rabble; these are the second 
session shooters. 

The UKAHFT encompasses 
nine rounds and we travel from 


the depths of Sussex (Buxted) to 
the hillsides of Wales and even up to 
Rivington, which is on the outskirts 
of Bolton and Wigan. The Nationals 
are shoots like no other; they are 
fiercely competitive, but exceptionally 
friendly. The top shooters in the land 
are always happy to pass on help and 
advice to newcomers and no matter 
what your level, as long as you are 


we have the strange ones (that's me) 
and yes, we have the annoying ones 
(that's James McLachlan) and yes we 
have a few that are normal, but these 
are few and far between. 

Head Honcho 

The head honcho of the Nationals is 
professional Welshman, Pete Sparkes. 
I swear his accent gets stronger when 


Right: Team Holland 
made it to the event 
against all odds 


Below: Jan Rynaveld 
uses his Air Arms S400 
with great success 


safe, you are welcome at a National 
shoot. 

If you have never shot a tournament 
before, then no problem, the 
organisers will put you with an 
old hand and they will show 
you the ropes. What I am 
trying to say is, that we are 
a big family and yes. 


he speaks to an English person. Pete 
has always said that everyone is 
welcome and it does not matter what 
you shoot, from a Gat to an EV2, the 
Nationals has a place for you. 

For 2015, things are looking good. 
Team Wild's top bod, Ian Harford, has 
taken on the role of trade liaison. 

Ian and Team Wild have taken airgun 
shooting to a new level and 
have travelled the world 
shooting everything from 
basic sub 12 ft. lbs rifles 
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UKAHFT 




Right: Many of the 
Dutch shooters were 
using British airguns. 
Here we see Jerden 
van Den Noordt with an 
Air Arms S200 

Beiow: This is the 
dreaded circuiar saw 
biade 


Sorry Solware 

If I have whet your appetite, then 
have a look at www.ukahft.com. 
Finally, I have an apology to make; 
the Nationals are supported by a great 


team of sponsors and in my end- 
of-year write-up, I forgot to thank 
Solware, who have been more generous 
than anyone could have hoped for. 
Thank you Solware for your support in 
2014 and 2015. ■ 


to lOOft.lbs. superguns. When it 
comes to all things airgunning, Ian is 
a man you should listen to. His role 
for 2015 is to beg, borrow or steal the 
prizes for the raffle at each round and 
we have high hopes for 2015. 

This year we will be going back 
to the shoots we love, one of which 
is an old favourite, Emley Moor, 
the stomping ground of ex-National 
champion, Chris Cundey, and I hope 
that Chris and the Emley team put on 
a spectacular show. 

The great thing about HFT is what 
it can do for us as shooters. For 
those of you who hunt, it will refine 
your skill as a shooter. For those 
who plink, it will give you a taste of 
competitive shooting and for those 
who just like to talk rubbish, eat 
a bacon roll and have a good time, 
then this is the home for you. 


2015 UKAHFT 
NATIONAL SERIES 


R1 - 26th April - Quarry Hunters 

R2 -16th May- FORT AGC 

R3- 17th May- FORT AGC 

R4 - 28th June - Rivington 

R5- 19th July- Buxted 

R6 - 22nd Angust - MAD 

R7 - 23rd August - MAD 

R8 - 27th Septemher - Camhridge 

R9 - 1 8th October - Emley Moor ▲ ^ i 

Gathering - TBA 
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When it comes to 
choosing a 
pre-charged 
sporter why look 
elsewhere! 

Beautifully designed 
and engineered, 
the HW100 is 
beyond compare 






/ Quick Fill facility - standard on all models 
New improved stock design - choice of: 
Walnut Sporting Stock - right hand only 
Walnut Thumbhole Stock - ambidextrous 
y ' High Efficiency Silencer - standard on ail models 

/ Fast-fire Side Lever Action - with two 14-shot magazines 

Power - 11.5 ft. lbs. 

Quite simply 

GERMANY'S FINEST 


Low-profile totally reliable auto-load system 


Complete with two 
magazines and two 
charging options 


gauge 


Precision 2-stage 
adjustable trigger 




HULL CARTRIDGE COMPANY LTD., 
mwM BONTOFT AVENUE, NATIONAL 
AVENUE, HULL HUS 4HZ 

I ilUUk Scopes and mounts shown are at extra cost 

www.hullcartridge.co.uk 


Model 

Calibre 

Barrel length 

Weight 

HW100KTQF 

.177/. 22 

310mm 

3.4kg 

HW100T OF 

.177/. 22 

410mm 

3.8kg 

HW100KS OF 

.177/22 

310mm 

3.4kg 

HW100S OF 

.177/22 

410mm 

3.8kg 


GM03.13/E/r 






The Editor takes a second look at a rifle that is grabbing headlines around the world 


J ust a few short years ago, 
Walther stunned the airgun 
world with their LGV break- 
barrel, spring-piston rifles. They were 
like nothing else we'd seen from the 
brand, bringing a huge development 
budget and high-tech engineering 
to a part of the market that had 
changed little in years. They were 
an instant success, impressing even 
the most hardened springer crowd 
with something new to enjoy. This 
fantastic rifle was soon followed 
by the LGU which is an underlever 
variant designed to please those who 
prefer a fixed barrel with a sliding 
port to load the pellets. This was 
another instant hit and Walther's 
prestige in the high-quality rifle 
market took another step forward. 


PCP power 

When the Rotex RMS was announced, 
it was on one hand a surprise, but on 
the other to be expected. Pre-charged 
pneumatics are the kings of the hill 
these days, so it's logical that Walther 
would want one in their catalogue. 


Main: The forward 
balance can be felt 
offhand 


The styling is unashamedly Germanic, 
something which people either love or 
hate, but the majority of people I've 
spoken to think it's a handsome gun. 

Like almost all new rifles today, the 


"I noticed just how steady the Rotex 
is on aim whilejt the test range" 


Below: Hunters will 
want a silencer and 
the Rotex is ready to 
take one 



stock is ambidextrous, but the bolt 
action is right-handed only. The wood 
is fairly plain, but the complicated 
chequering patterns are sharply cut 
and well positioned for the average 
shooter, especially around the fore 
end, giving a really solid hold. 

As you'll have seen from the 
pictures, the Rotex is fed air from a 
small buddy bottle, which is tucked 
into the fat fore end, improving looks 
and making it nicer to hold, especially 
in cold weather, when a metal bottle 
can be freezing against your skin. 
Between the bottle and the action is 
a synthetic guard that neatly covers 
the joint and smoothes out the lines. 


I've never been a fan of buddy bottle 
looks, but on the RMS it's half-hidden 
inside the fore end and therefore 
flows into the gun's lines more easily. 

Big gun 

Despite its modest overall length 
and average (14V2") pull distance, 
this feels like a big gun. Its 8lb 
weight is well forward, making it 
more noticeable, but this is typical 
of the way the Germans like to build 
their guns. Heavy is good in the eyes 
(hands?) of your average Teutonic 
shooter. Their airgun history has 
mainly been in target shooting where 
the extra weight has a stabilising 
effect, making accurate shooting 
easier. Pure target rifles are built as 
heavy as the rules allow. However, 
for hunters on their feet for hours at 
a time, a rifle that's too heavy can be 
tiring. Big, strong men will love the 
Rotex, but lighter-built chaps and 
ladies will want to handle a gun to 
decide if it's right for them. 

As I've mentioned many times, I 
feel any hunting rifle needs a sling ^ 
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to take the weight out of your hands 
and leave them free to use your 
binoculars, and I don't know how 
you'd fit one to the Rotex. The butt 
could easily be drilled to accept a 
swivel stud, but the fore end is very 
thin just below the bottle and could 
not be drilled. Perhaps one of the 
add-on clamps that attach to the 
bottle might work, but manufacturers 
I've spoken to always tell me that 
you should never use them. As I write 
this, I don't have a solution. 

steady as she goes 

Going back to the rifle's weight, I 
noticed just how steady the Rotex 


is on aim while at the test range. It 
settled into the bench bags nicely, 
allowing me to focus on sight picture 
and trigger control. I fitted a Walther 
PRS (Precision Rifle Scope) 2-12 x 44 
in my favoured Sportsmatch double- 
clamp mounts so aiming duties were 
solid. I think the broad fore end also 
added to the stability, reducing the 
rifle's side-to-side movement. With 
the bottle filled to 232bar and a few 
tins of top-class pellets at my elbow, 

I got down to some serious accuracy 
testing and was soon smiling. 

I love an accurate rifle and the 
Rotex is just that. It shot H&N FTT, 
Grosman Premiers, Superdomes and 


Main: The squirrel ran 
up a tree butlscould 
still see it 


Bisley Magnums well, but the Air 
Arms Field pipped them all with some 
lovely tight groups at all distances. At 
25 yards, most shots were touching 
and at 40 yards they could still all be 
covered with a one-pound coin. This 
is proper hunting accuracy and is as 
good as almost any rifle out there 
today, which is truly impressive. A 
Lothar Walther barrel must surely 
get much of the credit for that, but 
the rifle still needs a 
consistent power 
unit and a decent 
trigger to complete 
the package. 

The trigger was 





BIG TEST 




very light for a factory setting at just 
over lbs, which surprised me. This 
weight is fine for experienced digits, 
but a little light for beginners. The 
second stage is rather long and would 
benefit from the attention of a good 
gunsmith to shorten it a little. This 
would make it more predictable but 
judging by the groups I was 

getting, wasn't holding 

back. 


Consistency 

Over my Skan chronograph I saw an 
average of 756fps with the 8.44 grain 
Air Arms Field which means 10.7ft. 
lbs. Shot-to-shot velocity variation 
was 15 fps over 50 shots which is fine, 
and Tm sure will improve as the gun 
settles down. Many people worry too 
much about velocity and my long- 
range groups show that this rifle's 
spread had no ill effects at all. 

To the ear, the firing cycle is a 
little unusual. It gives a soft, slightly 
rubbery noise which becomes more 
noticeable once a silencer is fitted. 
Like all pre-charged pneumatics, the 
Rotex exhibits quite a sharp crack 
as high-pressure air exits behind 
the pellet. The muzzle has a V 2 " UNF 
thread hidden under a knurled thread 
protector onto which you 
can fit the silencer of 
your choice. If you 
loosen the grub 
screw under the 
muzzle weight. 


FTV A 


Right: Although the 
mag' looks simple It's 
actually pretty clever 


Bottom left: The bolt 
indexes the magazine 
on the forward stroke 


Bottom Right: A probe 
connector makes filling 
guickand easy 



you can slide it off, which suited 
me as I didn't need any more weight 
at the muzzle. With a light silencer 
fitted and the weight removed the 
balance felt identical. 

With the silencer fitted, the 
outfit was lovely and quiet. Often 
inexpensive pre-charged guns have 
strange spring vibrations and odd 
clunks as they're fired which you 
only notice in a quiet environment 
with a silencer on, but the Rotex 
had nothing but a muted thud. Just 
how much that affects our quarry I 
don't know, but I know it affects me. 

I like quiet guns because they feel 
well engineered. With the exception 
of the plastic safety slide, the Rotex 
has a nice solid feeling that gives 
confidence that it will take the hard 
knocks that hunting always inflicts 
on rifles. 

Hunter 

It's clear that Walther saw this as a 
hunting gun from day one because 
of the multi-shot action. Nestled in 
the middle of the action is a neat 
aluminium magazine that's as simple 
as can be. In its centre is a drive 
gear that's indexed by the action, 
unusually, on the forward stroke of 
the bolt's movement. My sample was 
a little notchy from the box but was 
becoming smoother in use. To load 
the mag you simply press eight pellets 
in, where they're held firmly but 
gently by a soft band that's stretched 
around the mag'. This is a small detail 
but one that impressed me greatly. 

Many mags' use a thin '0' ring that 
the head of the pellet must pass to 
be held securely. Some pellets are too 
short to reach this and can therefore 
fall out. The broad band of the Rotex 
assures that any pellet once inserted 
is properly gripped, and keeping them 
in place prevents jams and failures. 

The loading side of each chamber ^ 
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Tm seriously impressed with this rifle but I've 
saved the best for last" 







GATEWM. 

To find out more 
about these and many 
, more products, visit 
www.guntradegateway.co.uk 
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Right: I was surprised 
to find the safety is 
manuai 


Left: From the 
bench, accuracy was 
everything i couid have 
hoped for 


is also countersunk to aid correct 
seating and to reduce the chance of 
pellet damage on insertion; another 
small but very worthwhile feature. It's 
this attention to detail that makes 
some rifles just that much better to 
use and I applaud Walther for their 
innovations. 

Confident in my performance with 
the rifle and scope combination I set 
off to visit a friend who had been 
complaining about squirrels that he 
felt were trying to get into his loft. 
He'd had them in there once before 
when they chewed wiring and could 
have started a fire, so he'd reinforced 
the place where they'd got in last 
time but was still unhappy to see 
them on his roof. 

I thought that I'd sit and wait, 
overlooking 
where they'd 
most 
often 
been 


seen, but I have to say that I'd 
underestimated just how cold the day 
was and after half an hour I had to 
move. A bit of stalking would warm 
me up. The wood behind the house is 
pretty sparse so I hoped that I'd be 
able to spot them and stalk in. After 
searching with my bins' I spotted one 
on the ground so I tried to creep in 
to 30 yards to make a telling shot. 
However, with so little cover I was 
rumbled and the squirrel 


took to a 
was a 
except 
for 
the 
fact I 
could 
still see it. 

I don't like taking off hand 


tree which 


SPECS 


Manufacturer Walther 
Importer Armex 
Web www.armex.co.uk 
Tel 0121 643 4900^'''' ” ^ 
Model Rotex RMS 
Type Pre-charged 
pneumatic 

Action Magazine-fed bolt 
action 

Length 41” (1040mm) 
Weight 7.95lbs (3.6kg) 
Trigger Two-stage 
adjustable 
Safety Manual 
Fill pressure 232bar 
Shots per till - up to 140 
Price £420.00 

Scope Walther PRS 
2-12x44 

Price £279.00 

RRP £419.99 


or never and a clean head shot put 
it in the bag. Straight after that I 
manfully gave up and went indoors 
for a cup of tea. I was frozen! I always 
feel a fool if I dress incorrectly and 
end up miserable because I have all 
the right gear at home, I just need to 
remember to put it on. 

As you'll have gathered by now. 

I'm seriously impressed with this 
rifle but I've saved the best for last. 
It's well engineered with some clever 
innovations thrown in for good 
measure. It's seriously accurate, by 
which I mean right up there with the 
big boys yet costs just £420. Yes, you 
did read that right; less than half the 
price of some of its competitors. Sure, 
it's not as slick and refined, but it will 
put your pellet precisely where you 
want it, which is the whole point of 
shooting. I believe that this rifle will 
open the door to the joys of 
owning a pre-charged rifle 
to a whole new group of 
shooters and for that I say, 
well done, Walther! ■ 




'I like quiet guns because they feel 
well engineered" 






SPECIAL 


® DAYSTATE HUNTSMAN REGAL 
^ TOP QUALITY HAWKE MOUNT 
^ HAWKE ECLIPSE 3-12 X 50 AO IR OR 
4-16 X 50 AO IR MIL-DOT TELESCOPIC SIGHT 
® DAYSTATE MARK 6 SILENCER 
@ DAYSTATE HARD CASE 


® DEBEN SUPER SLING AND SWIVELS 
@ DEBEN BI-POD 
@ TEST CERTIFICATE 
® LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
@ FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 
® PACK OF TARGETS 


CEhTTRE 


^Hunam^ 


:.COM I 01268780730/784469 I SALES@THE/ 

g THE AIRGUN CENTRE. 107 LONDON RD (A129). RAYLEIGH. ESSEX SS6 9AX 






For Only 


Delivery Available 

ronniesunshines.com 


4 Canalside • Northbridge Road • Berkhamsted I— lertfordshire • I— IP4 1 EG 

01442 872829 

Shop Open Monday - Saturday 0.00 - 5.00 Closed Sunday and Bank Holidays 





ALOADOFSLEET 




Below: Eddie's Jack 
Pyke camo really 
blends In well with 
his surrounding as he 
takes a shot 


Snow and Sleet 

Today was going to be hard because of 
the snow flurries. I had already wiped 
the scope lens to find that a pigeon 
had landed near me, but it was no use 
taking a shot because within seconds 
I couldn't see a thing again. A couple 
of snowflakes were all it needed to 
obscure the view. The pigeon had no 
trouble seeing me as I wiped the scope 
again and it soon took to the skies to 
find a safer spot. 

As I was walking to some taller 
trees that the pigeons sit in, I noticed 
a bush that was covered in ivy. This 
was a welcome makeshift hide for me 
because the snow was now turning 
to sleet. I had been under this bush ^ 


H opefully, by the time you read 
this, the recent snowfall and 
high winds will be a distant 
memory. To produce a feature for the 
next issue it was imperative that I got 
out on my next few days off. 

The forecast was for heavy snow 
with 30mph gusts of wind thrown in. 
Normally, I would give it a miss in 
these conditions - any sane person 
would - but I had no choice because 
the magazine deadline was pressing. 
The day Td chosen to hunt was one 
with frequent snow showers, but with 
the odd chance of sun in between. The 
wind was still going to be a problem, 
but it was the breaks I was interested 
in because I needed to take pictures. 

D-Day finally arrived and I set out at 
5:30am to get to my ground. I wanted 
to get there early so I could be in 
position for any early feeders of either 
fur or feather. The 40-minute drive 
was not too bad; a few snow flurries on 
the way, but nothing heavy at least. 
The roads were pretty clear too, so I 


was in high hopes that the forecasters 
had got it wrong and the snow would 
hold off. 

It was cold so I decided a stop at 
Mr MacDonald's was in order. I needed 
warm food to survive the harsh 
conditions, right? Well, that's my 
excuse. A couple of muffins later, I set 
off for the last leg of the journey. This 
was when the day started to turn for 
the worse. I had just sat back in the 
car when the snow started to come 
down heavily, flakes the size of beer 
mats, and it soon settled. I carried on 
gingerly to the ground and parked up 
in the hope that it would stop very 
soon so I could get ready. 

Crack of Dawn 

Dawn had now started to break and 
I could see blue sky replacing pitch 
black over the hill. I knew I had to get 
changed into my hunting clothes no 
matter what, so I pulled down the back 
seat and got my gear on in the car 
because it was so cold. It was nearly 


light by the time I'd got ready to go 
outside. The snow was still falling but I 
had to go and try to shoot something. 

I reached a small plantation that has 
produced rabbits, squirrels and pigeons 
in the past. If I was going to get 
something it was going to be there. I 
could have gone into the thicker wood, 
but the conifer trees here are so thick 
it is impossible to find your quarry 
once it lands or runs into them. The 
plantation is middle ground and quite 
often I have walked through and shot 
some vermin. 


Eddie Jones battles the weather, but will he bag anything? 


Left: Supported nicely 
by a V-shaped branch, 
Eddie was able to get a 
bead on his guarry 
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Background: The 
weather didn't bode 
well for the hunting 
trip 


for a good hour and had seen plenty of 
pigeons as well as a squirrel, but they 
were all out of range. The trouble with 
this kind of shooting is, you never 
get the chance to creep up on them. 

You watch numerous pigeons fly in 
the trees further away, but sneaking 
up on 20 pairs of eyes is way harder 
than watching one fly into your spot 
and being ready for it. It all gets very 
frustrating, but if the conditions are 
against you then what else can you do 
but try everything? 

Location Location 

At last, two pigeons flew up the valley 
and landed in the oak in front of me. 

I had seen roughly where they had 
dropped in, so all I had to do was pin- 
point their exact location. The sleet had 

"I decided to call it a day. 

cold hands 

stopped and I had no trouble raising the 
scope and getting them in my sights. I 
found one pretty quickly. It sat right at 
the top of the tree, rocking about in the 
wind. It amazes me why a pigeon would 
rather be tossed around like a rag doll in 
the wind instead of sitting on a thicker 
branch and being more comfortable. 

I struggled to get a clear shot and was 
getting really frustrated. It is so easy to 
lose focus in these situations and take a 
shot, but you face a chance of injuring 
the bird so it's always best to do the 
right thing and leave it. Unfortunately, 
the sleet started again and the pigeons 
flew to the wood. 

I have been in this situation a lot 
lately and I know being patient pays, 
something will come along eventually. 

I decided to move. I watched numerous 
pigeons flying into trees further down 
the plantation, and I had been in the 
snow and sleet for some time. Even with 


warm dry clothing, my hands were 
getting cold. I needed something to 
warm the blood. It's not all about the 
kill, although it is nice to get the end 
product. If you have done everything 
you can to get the pest in the scope, 
it is not your fault if the wind is too 
strong or there is a branch in front of 
the kill zone. I had been unfortunate 
to get a couple in my sights only to be 
beaten by the conditions again. The 
sleet was relentless and my cloth was 
doing nothing to help to clean the 
scope now because it was soaking. 

Remains of the Day 

I decided to call it a day. I was beat; I 
could endure cold hands no longer. I 
could have worn thicker gloves, but I 
like to feel my trigger and will always 

I was beat; I could endure 
no longer" 

use thin gloves, no matter what. I 
decided to take a few more pictures 
because there was a break in the 
clouds. I was just about to pick up the 
tripod to pack it away when at least 
ten pigeons flew into the tree right in 
front of me. I could not believe it. I 
dropped right behind a small birch tree 
and rested in the fork. 

Using the sleeve of my jumper, I 
slowly dabbed what water I could off 
the scope and looked into the tree. 
There was one pigeon that had finally 
sat on a nice, thick branch and was as 
still as a rock. I waited for the wind to 
stop gusting and placed the cross right 
at the base of its neck. The pigeon 
slumped forward as the pellet struck 
true and fell to the floor. 'Thank God 
for that,' I said to myself, 'There is 
always hope, no matter what Mother 
Nature throws at us.' I just gave up 
this time, too soon.B 


Far left: Result! 
Against all odds, Eddie 
got a woodie 


Below: A small bag 
right at the last 
knockings 


Left: Supported shots 
are always the most 
successful 


Right: As the weather 
closed In it looked as if 
Eddie was going home 
empty-handed 
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THE LEGEND GOES ON... 

VERMINATOR MKII 

COMPACT SIZE- MASSIVE FEATURES! 



HUGE SHOT COUNT 
FROM 400 CC BOTTLE 


12-SHOT .22 MAGAZINE 
Cl 6-SHOT IN .177) 


PATENTED 
SMOOTHTWIST 
MATCH GRADE 
BARREL 




Available through your local gun shop. Distributed to the trade by ASI. 
Tel: 01 728 688555 Web: www.a-s-i.co.uk 


SMALLHOLDER 



AN AmaVNNHfS COUNTRY 

SMALLHOLDING 

So far it's been a mild winter, but John Bezzant looks at which camo works in the colder months 


T o my surprise, I have not seen 
much in the way of snow in the 
far north so far this winter, which 
is something of a relief because last 
Christmas I was ploughing through 
snow four feet deep, which as you can 
imagine, becomes somewhat exhausting 
after a while. 

That snow also brought about 
the death of a beautiful kestrel that 
used to hunt over our field. The 
simple reason being that the mice 
and voles stay beneath the snow and 
consequently can not be seen, and with 
a small-framed bird like the kestrel it 


Below: Some people 
use a special camo 
pattern In the snow. 


Bottom pictures: If 
you cut this Image In 
half you can see what 
I mean 


only takes a few days before its body 
grows weak, after which it cannot 
find the strength to fly and its fate 
is sealed. It was something of a sad 
find to discover its body with wings 
prostrate at the edge of our field, but 
happily, another kestrel has taken its 
place and maybe what remains of this 
rather tame winter will not bring about 


its demise. 

Though there has been little snow, 
there have been a number of cold days 
and some deep frosts, which have 
turned foliage and field grasses from 
their bright colours to a dull mixture of 
pale greens and straw-coloured browns. 
I have been experimenting to see which 
camouflage pattern best suits such an 


"As they say the proof of the pudding is in the 
eating, so I donned my Wildlands pattern suit and 
set myself up in the prone position in our field" ^ 
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environment. 

Jack Pyke has a pattern called 
'Wildlands' designed for wildfowlers 
who operate in the reeds and rushes of 
estuaries. The pattern is constructed on 
a pale, sand-coloured background and 
comprises a variety of rushes including 
the unmistakable bullrush, all of which 
have a straw-like colour. This pattern 
could, therefore, be called fairly 
bright and I suspect stand out like a 
sore thumb in the green environment 
of a summer woodland. However, in 
the winter environment when the 
grasses and foliage, exhausted of their 
vividness, give way to a bland display 
of washed-out colours, I thought the 
light Wildlands pattern might merge 
extremely well. 

Proof of the Pudding 

As they say, 'the proof of the pudding 
is in the eating', so I donned my 
Wildlands pattern suit and set myself 
up in the prone position in our field. I 
had photos taken from several different 

"I learned a bit about glove-making when I attended a falconry course, many years ago, and I 

now intend to put my learning to some practical use" 



angles, at ranges varying from 10 to 
30 yards to see how well I merged with 
the dull winter colours. 

As you will see from the selection of 
photographs accompanying this article 
the result is quite astonishing. In a 
grass field with no cover whatsoever, 

I think you will have to agree that I 
all but disappear. You can obviously 
discern my presence quite clearly in the 
close-ups, which is hardly surprising 
because the close-up is like putting me 
under a microscope, but fortunately 
rabbits do not carry binoculars around 
their necks to zoom in on me. 

The photographs you should study 
more closely are those taken at the 
range between 20 and 30 yards and 
you will note that I am very difficult 
to see, and merge magnificently with 
the tussocks of washed-out grass 
that surround me. In fact, if it were 
not for the black of my rifle and the 
light-coloured gloves I am wearing, I 
doubt whether you would be able to 
pick me out at all. This point raises 
a very interesting question: Is it 
worth camouflaging yourself if you 
do not also camouflage your rifle? I 
have to say, on the evidence of these 
pictures, that my rifle is the proverbial 
sore thumb that clearly gives away 
my position. The black livery of the 


GunPower rifle is a complete and utter 
contrast to the very pale colouring of a 
field in its winter garb. 

Contrast 

In fact, the contrast is not that far 


convinced me that to be complete, 
the shooters' camouflage must include 
the rifle, and I shall be looking into 
suitable options to make my rifle as 
invisible as me. 

I could have the rifle painted, but 
then the camouflage pattern would be 
permanent and as I stated in my last 
article, the countryside is extremely 
changeable from season to season. 

A rifle with a permanent camouflage 
pattern would soon be in an unsuitable 
environment. Also, one day I could 
be hunting in woodland and the next 
on open grassland, two different 
environments requiring different camo 
patterns. 

So what remains? There is scrim. 
Scrim is a loosely woven fabric and it 
is used by the military to make ghillie 
suits and rifle wraps, to which foliage 
from the environment in which you 
are working can be attached. I'm sure 
you will have seen those old war films 
where some soldier appears like magic 


from the undergrowth with tufts of 
grass stick up from his helmet. Well, 
the helmet is covered in scrim and that 
is what the grass is attached to. 

The advantage of scrim is that 
it is cheap and you can match the 
rifle exactly to the surrounding 
environment. The disadvantage is that 
it takes time to apply the required 
foliage, which has to be done before 
you can start to hunt. Scrim is also 
really only suitable for a pre-charged 
pneumatic rifle because the continued 
cocking of a break-barrel is going to 
dislodge the carefully arranged scrim. 

Get It Taped 

Another option is the use one of the 
modern, self-adhesive camouflage tapes 
such as those made by Camo-It. These 
stick to your rifle yet can be removed 
later without causing any damge to 
the gun's finish. Jack Pyke offer a 
choice of patterns and the vinyl they 
use is resistant to the sun's bleaching 
effect so the patterns don't fade over 
time. I do not know how durable these 
camouflage tapes are, but I think I 
shall do some experiments to find 
out because the use of such tape is 
probably going to be the easiest and 
most effective way to make my rifle 
merge with its surroundings. 


Above: John's 
headgear here is the 
Jack Pyke Tundra 
hat, which is very 
cosy as weii as being 
camoufiaged 


removed from a black object against a 
white background. These pictures have 
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Hand in Glove 

So, that's my rifle taken care of, but 
what about the light-coloured gloves 
I am wearing? These definitely need 
to be changed for a pair of camouflage 
gloves and it just so happens that I am 
making a pair of shooting mittens from 
an old German army camouflage jacket. 
I learned a bit about glove-making 
when I attended a falconry course 
many years ago, and I now intend to 
put my learning to some practical use. 

My experience of bought camouflage 
gloves thus far has been that they are 
flimsy and tend to fall to pieces after 
just a few good sessions of hunting 
up here in the not so frozen north, 
which is why I have determined to 
make my own mittens. Why mittens? 
you may ask. For the simple reason 
that mittens are warmer than gloves, 
which is why you never see an Eskimo 
in gloves. Mittens are also easier to 
make waterproof. I know you will be 
trying to figure out how I am going 
to activate the trigger whilst wearing 
a pair of mittens, but do not worry, 
the mitten for the trigger hand will 
have a finger so that the trigger finger 
can work independently. However, 

I have so far only made one mitten, 
which is why I was wearing gloves in 



Again, imagine that my rifle and hands 
were camouflaged to the same degree 
as my body; I would be very well 
concealed. 

Jack Pyke did not design the 
Wildlands camouflage pattern for the 
dull surroundings of winter grassland, 
but for wetland environments, 
although I believe Jack Pyke has also 
inadvertently created the perfect 
pattern for the winter environment in 
which I hunt. The pattern seems far 
superior to the woodland patterns most 
shooters use for winter hunting. 


Snow Way 

When the snow falls, quite a few 
hunters have a specific snow 
camouflage suit. I have just such a suit 
which has a Scandinavian pattern, but 
I am convinced that the Wildlands suit, 
though not constructed on a white 
background, will also prove effective 
in snowy conditions. My experiments 
so far, on the little sprinklings of 
snow that have hit the higher ground, 
bears out my theory of the Wildlands 
pattern blending superbly with a snowy 
background. 

Well, it's time to do some more work 
on my shooting mittens and hopefully 
they will be finished in time to show of 
fin the next article. ■ 


Above: Note John's 
tactical positioning 
in reference to the 
dark tree line. Placing 
yourself in front of 
a dark background 
like this reduces your 
profile 


the photos, but next time I shall be 
proudly sporting my mittens, which 
will have cost me nothing apart from a 
few hours of work. 


Low Profile 

From the photos of me in the prone 
position and a few of me in the 
kneeling position you can see that the 
lower your profile the more you merge 
with your surroundings. Surprisingly, 
with the photo taken at 30 yards, 
you will see that even in the kneeling 
position, wearing the wildlands suit 
and matching winter head gear, I 
merge very well with my surroundings. 


Below: Even when 
viewed close up, the 
Wilderness pattern is 
still very effective. The 
photographer is just 
five yards away 
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llMEW] TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £419.99 



THE NEW WALTHER ROTEX RMS 

► S shot PCR with Wakher-Lothar barrel c/w Vi^UNF threaded end 

► 200cc buddy-bottle with up to ISO full power shots 

► Quick fill adaptor, and on-board pressure gauge with a beautiful Minelli stock 

► Available in .1 77 or .22 calibre 


Made; designed and built in Germany 
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WALTHER CENTURY 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £279.99 

► High-perfornnance syscem wJth piston diameter of 30nnm 

► Form-fit and force-fit ba rrel Icfcki ng for consta nt precision 

► XM trigger-adjustable first-stage travel and trigger weight 

P Includes Walther 6x42 rIfTescope with parallax adjustment 





WALTHER LGU MASTER 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £349.99 

► Under-lever construction with rotary piston ryi 

► Fixed barrel guarantees high and constant precisLon ^ 

► High level of safety by means of automatic piston safety 


High -grade beech stock with high cheekpiece 





1.0 tf COMPETITION ULTRA 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £39».»» 

► Sportive beech slock with height-adjustable cheekpiece 

► Metal micrometer sight 

I ► Barrel weight with Tmglo fibre-optic sight 
I ► Weight 9.71b 




WALTHER TERRUS 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £224.99 

► XT trigger - adjustable first stage travel 

► Adjustable micrometer sights with TRUGLO' fiber optic sight 

► Barrel with Vi^UMF thread for mountirtg a silencer 

► Weight 71b 
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MASTER 

► Classic beech stock 

► Metal micrometer sight 

► Foresight holder with multiple inserts 

► Weight 9.21b 
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CHALLENGER 

► Black synthetic stock with Hi-GRtP finish on grip and forend 

► Metal micrometer sight 

PAR . . ► Front sight carrier with Truglo fibre-optic sight 

ES I I PWeighti4lb 




[VIES] 

VIBRATION SUPER 


Piston rings made of 
(ow-fiiction synthetic inaterial 


EDUCTIO 




SYSTEM TECHNOLOGY 


Of7/y models supplied byARMEX' are delivered with ORIGINAL WALTHER LGV METAL TRIGGERS 
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SPRINGER HFT 
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Keith Warburton explains what he means by 'relative' and 
'absolute'; but enough of the theory, how did he get on in his 
first springer competition? 


W hen I evaluate my results 
in a Hunter Field Target 
(HFT) competition I tend 
to use two measures, 'relative' and 
'absolute'. Relative is what I've 
achieved compared to other shooters, 
and might include me thinking, 'Oh, 
he's a really good shot and I scored 
just below/ahead of him.' In an Open 



I've finished near the top, ahead of 
other shooters who I consider to be 
generally better than me, so relatively 
speaking I've done well. 

'Absolute' is a straightforward and 
linear measurement. It is simply the 
score that I achieved out of a possible 
60 points. Until now, my personal best 
score has been 54 points. 



"The shooters' excuse book is a very thick one, but as time has 
gone on, the scale of my errors has reduced" 



competition, which in effect means 
using pre-charged pneumatic (PCP) 
rifles in .177 calibre I would normally 
expect to end up in the lower half of 
the field. I don't consider myself to 
be a particularly good shooter, but 
there have been a few times when 


Above: It is very 
satisfying to knock 
over a target that 
many others have 
missed. This 45mm 
one was at 45 yards 

Right: Paul Burt wasn't 
shooting springer this 
time round, probably 
another reason Keith 
won 


Golf? 

Shooting is a bit like golf; we keep 
coming back because we know we can 
improve, if only we could do the good 
things we do more consistently. We 
see that a target we're about to shoot 
has been 'plated' by a lot of other 



shooters and then we manage to knock 
it down, in effect saying, "I shot this 
better than a lot of others today." It 
helps us to put up with those times we 
just 'plate' a target that plenty others 
people have knocked over. 

I always take something positive 
out of a shoot. I might congratulate 
myself for knocking down a tricky 
target, or if I miss it and see where the 
pellet lands I may tell myself that at 
least I got the wind right, or with my 
pellet landing at 3 or 9 o'clock, that I 
got the range perfect even if the wind 
caught me out. So even if I don't have 
a particularly good score overall, I have 
something positive to focus on. 

Excuses 

Earlier in my HFT shooting career my ^ 
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mistakes were many. Td completely 
mis-range a shot, or Td get the wind 
totally wrong, or both, or Td 'pulU the 
shot by jerking at the trigger, or Td 
fail to follow through the shot. The 
shooters' excuse book is a very thick 
one, but as time has gone on, the scale 
of my errors has reduced, meaning that 
my complete misses, or doughnuts, are 
now few and far between. Touch wood. 

IVe been shooting .22 calibre for 
the last 12 months to force myself 
to concentrate on rangefinding. IVe 
enjoyed a modest success, perhaps 
peaking when I won the .22 section 
of the Daystate Midland Hunters 
series, although I have to admit that 
the other contender didn't actually 
show up for the final round, which 
rather tilted the result in my favour. 

My henchmen set him free once the 
competition was over. However, I was 
particularly pleased with one of my 
club shoots at Cambridge HFT, when I 
drew with Matt Rawlings, one of the 



Below: A low-cost, 
winning combination. 
A 20 -year-old TX and 
a Nikko Stirling Gold 
Crown scope 


country's top .22 shooters, and then 
won the subsequent shoot-off. 

There was also a psychological 
benefit in shooting .22. In any HFT 
competition there are usually only a 
few shooters in this category; if I come 
three-quarters of the way down a field 
of 100 shooters in the open class, then 
I'll be 75th. If I come three quarters of 
the way down a field of four in .22 I 
can claim third place! 

Minority Report 

So having achieved a modest degree 
of success in one of the branches of 
HFT, I thought I'd try my hand at the 
other 'minority' part of the pastime 
- springer shooting. This covers all 
spring-action rifles including break- 
barrel, under-lever, side-lever and gas- 
rams and in most competitions there 
is no separate class for the different 
calibres . 

With this in mind. I'd bought one 
of the classic under-lever airguns. 


an Air Arms TX200 Mk2 in .177 
flavour. Although 20 years old it was 
in good condition. I'd only done a 
little practising with it in the garden, 
setting it up with an affordable Nikko 
Stirling Gold Crown Airking scope. The 
whole set-up cost me not much more 
than £200. 

So that's the background to my first 
springer competition. The venue was 
one of the south's best facilities for 
airgunners. Lea Valley Airgun Club, 
on the outskirts of Hertford. Less 
than 20 miles from the M2 5, the club 
attracts shooters from a wide area, and 
they come to participate in various 
disciplines including pistol HFT, Iron 
Plate Action Shooting (IPAS), Field 
Target, bench rest rifle and, of course, 
HFT. There is also a thriving vintage 
airgun section at the club. 

The club has an open HFT 
competition on one Saturday each 
month. There is usually a field of about 
50 shooters, split over the different 
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categories, although since 
Lea Valley isn't affiliated to the UK 
Association for HFT the categories (and 
sometimes the course layout) aren't 
necessarily exactly as prescribed by the 
organising body. 

My partner Ng came along with me 
for her third try at HFT; she shot her 
Brocock in the open class. We started 
on the third peg, our neighbours ahead 
being Nigel Fleet and his son Ollie, 
along with Justin Rhone. Following 
us were top shots Richard Woods and 
Vince Holland - they were all shooting 
in the open class which meant I 
didn't have any springer shooters 
nearby to measure my results against. 
Harry Kalaydjian, the reigning World 
Champion HFT springer shooter, was 
there, but happily he was shooting a 


PCP for a change, and so was Paul 
Burt, another good springer shooter. 

As we progressed round the course, 

I thought I was doing reasonably 
well but I really surprised myself on 
the longest shot, number 29. It was 
down a steep slope which is very 
deceiving for ranging. My initial visual 
appraisal had it at 45 yards, which was 
confirmed by the amount of blur when 
I looked through the scope. My aim 
point for 45 yards was one full mil-dot 
of hold over. 

Routine 

Once I'd initially sighted the target 
through the scope and confirmed that 
there seemed to be little or no wind to 
allow for I went through the routine 
that had been standing me in good 
stead up to now: grasp the peg with 
my leading hand to make a support 
for the fore-end of the stock; ensure 


the rifle is sitting 
vertically on the top 
of my hand and not canted; make sure 
my hand is comfortable and relaxed 
so muscle strain doesn't cause any 
instability; reacquire the target in the 
scope; adjust the fit of the recoil pad 
in my shoulder for maximum support 
and stability. Make sure I'm lying at 
a comfortable angle; ensure my cheek 
isn't pressed too heavily against the 
stock (I feel it might push the rifle 
to the side during the recoil period 
when the rifle is 'active' as the spring 
decompresses and the pellet flies 
down the barrel) and make sure my 
trigger hand is gently wrapped round 
the grip, as lightly as possible - just 
enough to ensure stability. All this is 
done while my trigger finger rests on 
the side of the trigger guard. Then: 
steady my breathing and micro-adjust 
the alignment of the scope's reticle 
against the hit zone; make sure that 
the first mil-dot comes to rest over 


Above: Either Keith 
is collecting his 
winnings, or he's 
bribing Lea Valley's 
Alison Mansfield 


Below: Being on a 
hillside adds to the 
challenge 


Above: My TX is old but 
works perfectly 
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see the kill in my scope. It was so close 
that I could easily get two aim points 
inside the kill, potentially an easy 
shot. Ah, beware of over-confidence! 

As the pellet landed, the first thing I 
heard was the 'whee' as it ricocheted 
off the edge of the kill. Happily it 
must have been a splitter and enough 
of the pellet landed on the kill to 
make the target fall - very slowly. 

As I reflected on what went wrong I 
realised Td neglected to aim low to 
allow for the elevation, a pretty basic 
error caused by lack of concentration 
(what some uncharitable people might 
call poor marksmanship). 




Above: Lea Valley's 
wooded hillside 
course offers plenty 
of challenges for HFT 
shooters 

Bottom left: With a 
score of 49, Keith won 
the springer class 

Bottom right: 
Sometimes it is easier 
to take elevated shots 
from a semi-sideways 
position, with the rifle 
in the crook of your 
arm 

Below: Rather than 
pull the trigger, just 
sgueeze thumb and 
forefinger together 


the preferred position, as it offers the 
greatest stability, and unsupported 
standing is the most difficult. Ng just 
couldn't get a line on the target from 
prone, but Justin reminded us that 
the shot could be taken standing. That 
was enough for her and she got up and 
took a bead on the 20mm kill. I have 
to confess that I whooped and punched 
the air when she knocked it over with 
a perfectly placed shot, and Richard, 
Vince and Justin all cheered her too. 

So then, it was no pressure on me 
for this shot! I took it prone, but 
because of the acute angle I lay almost 
on my side with the butt of the rifle 
in the crook of my arm and my hand 
on top of the post - this enabled me 
to get the right elevation and I could 


The Reckoning 

At the end of the competition we put 
our score cards in for the reckoning. 
With regard to my relative performance 
I was delighted with my placing 
because I beat some very experienced 
shooters including Rex Bennett - a 
really good springer shooter - who 
scored 46 points to my class-winning 
49. Yes, on my first outing with a 
springer Td won the category in a 
field of seven. Not only that, but my 
springer score would have placed me 
in the top half of the PCP field. So was 
I pleased? Absolutely! And will I be 
shooting springer again? Oh, I should 
think so. I mean, it can't just have 
been luck, can it? ■ 


"I have to confess that I whooped and punched the air 
when she knocked it over with a perfectly placed shot" 


the hit zone at a repeatable moment 
in my breathing cycle; push the safety 
catch into the fire position with my 
thumb; place the pad of my forefinger 
ever so gently on the trigger; exhale 
about 757o of my breath and hold it; 
let the mil-dot steady against the hit 
zone; take up the first pressure on the 
trigger. A final check: do I need to 
make any further allowance for wind, 
has there been any change? No? Then 
squeeze my thumb and forefinger 
gently towards each other (not 'pull 
the trigger'). The sears slide smoothly 
and the spring is released, propelling 
the pellet down the barrel. Stay on aim 
as the pellet vaporises against the hit 
zone and the target falls and mentally 
congratulate myself 
on a really good 
shot as I hear 
Richard, Vince and Ng 
all congratulating me as well. 

Easy, isn't it? Shame it doesn't 
work as smoothly as this every time. 

Moving On 

We then moved on to the next target. 

It was only ten yards away this time, 
but about 20 feet up a tree, in other 
words a very steep angle. It wasn't a 
'positional', which means that you can 
take it from any of the stances: prone, 
kneeling or standing. Prone is normally 
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2 Points for a knock over. 1 point for a face-plate 
and 0 for a miss 


Total 
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ORDER TODAY-AND BECOME A TROPHY WINNER! 

CALL THE ORDER HOTLINE-01543 480 361-NOW! •Delivery to RFD only 


We always believed that the Trophy was a "winner". Now it's official. Readers of Airgun Shooter 
Magazine have voted it "Best C02/Pneumatic pistol 2014". Could it be "the overall quality 
of engineering which is nothing short of exceptional" or the fact that "the Trophy's accuracy 
is quite exceptional" maybe it's because "this pistol 'points superbly" or because the trigger is 
"crisp. Predictable and light"'' Whatever the reason the Trophy is now even more desirable as it 
features a chequered grip stained dark walnut. It is also Europe's only pistol that is available in .25 
(6.35) calibre, delivering 5 ft/lb + muzzle energy in this powerful format. The even better news is 
that after the first consignment sold out in days, .22 and .25 are now back in stock!! 

^ - Nigel Allen, Airgun Shooter December 2014 


TheShootingPartyA//F®rceone' 

Birchbrook Industrial Park, Lynn Lane, Shenstone, West Midlands WS14 ODJ 
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2014 


BEST C02/ 
PNEUMATIC PISTOL 


AIRFORCEONE 

TROPHY 


■ 5.5ft/lbs Muzzle Energy (pellet dependant) - 
without pumping! 

■ lx 1 2g COj cartridge = 40 full-power shots in 
.1 77, 50 shots in .22 and 55 in .25 

■ Free-floating barrel 


■ Beech, Competition- 
style, Stock with palm shelf 
" Adjustable rear sight 
' Blade foresight 
■9/11 mm Scope dovetail 




BRITISH AIRGUN SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION 


Welcome to Britain’s ONLY 
Airgun Association 


JOIN TODAY 



Enjoy the privileges BASA brings - 
and above all, shoot legally and safely 


■ Up to £2 million third party liability insurance 
Covering Airguns and FAC Airguns 

■ SPECIAL OFFERS from selected retailers 

■ DISCOUNTS off Archant 
books and DVDs 

■ Photo ID card and 
proof of insurance 



THE DEAL 


ONLY £19.95 by 
Direct Debit or £23.95 
by credit/debit card 

12 months BASA Membership 


Current members can also take up this great offer by extending their membership today! 

Just call and quote the code below. 


BE SAFE, BE SURE GET INSURED 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/BAAG 
@ 0844 848 8057 quote cbasasga 

Lines are open 8am-9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am-4pm Sat. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p/min plus a 15p call set up fee, calls from mobiles usually cost more. 

# Third party liability indemnity - excess £250 property damage only. The public liability insurance is arranged by Arthur J. Gallagher insurance brokers limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Allow up to 14 days for the preparation of your membership documents. You will be instantly insured subject to your payment being successfully processed. For more information on benefits please 
visit www.airgunshooting.co.uk/basa-membership. T&Cs: Direct Debit is a UK offer only. Details of Direct Debit Guarantee are available on request. Offer ends 30/06/15. 









THE 


RATTIE 

HAS GROWN UP! 




INTRODUCING 
THE NEW 

2250 XL 

FROM CROSMAN 


© Steel breech and scope rail 
© 4 X 32 scope and mounts 
© 1 Sin barrel 
© Silencer adaptor 


Distributed to the trade by: 

AS\, Alliance House, Snape, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 1SW 

Tel: 01728 688555 
Fax: 01728 688950 

E: info@a-s-i.co.uk 
W: www.a-s-i.co.uk 
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SPRINGER CHAMPION 



What does it take to become a spring gun champion? Keith 
Warburton finds out from Harry Kaladjian 


Here's Harry 

"I started shooting in late 2008 but 
really got the bug in early 2009. 1 
used to have a pistol that lived in the 
drawer and my grown-up son asked 
why I didn't trade it in against a rifle, 
so I did and then joined Lea Valley 
Airgun Club to 
get some 
practice. 


I recently started shooting a 
20-year-old Air Arms TX200 
under-lever springer, discovered 
that I could shoot it far better than I 
thought, and won the first club hunter 
field target (HFT) competition I took 
part in. 

My second springer competition 
took place at Rochford Airgun Club 
and I was really pleased to find that 
I scored higher than Harry Kaladjian. 
Why so? Well, not only is Harry a 
regular shooter at Rochford and this 
was only the second time I'd sl^ 
there, but he 
is also 


world HFT springer shooter, or to 
give him his full title: 'Winner of 
the Recoiling Class of the 2014 HFT 
World Championships' which he 
won shooting against 23 of the best 
springer shooters 
from the UK and 
Europe. 

I asked Harry 
about his route 
to the top, and 
any hints ' 
and tips he 
might like 
to share. 

Her.e's' * 


Main: Harry uses 
the classic prone 
position, the tailored 
stock aligns his head 
perfectly 


Below:Harry Kaidjian, 
top world HFT springer 
shooter 
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the monthly Field Target shoot at Lea 
Valley but I never really took to it. My 
first year at Lea Valley was really about 
getting used to shooting and bonding 
with my rifle and scope. Then someone 
suggested I try the hunter field target 
competition. I remember to this day 
my absolutely appalling score of 24, 
but it gave me the incentive to keep 
coming back and trying to improve. 

"My eldest son and my nephew used 
to come with me to Lea Valley every 
week until they discovered girls. Now 
I take my five-year-old son Harry 
Junior to the family-fun competitions 
at Rochford Airgun Club. I don't shoot 
at those events, I just concentrate on 
teaching him how to shoot. 

"I love the discipline of HFT and the 
huge number of competitors that you 
are up against. There are some very 
good shooters on the HFT circuit and 
when you see yourself improve and 
actually compete with the big boys, 
then it's very pleasurable. I love the 
challenges that HFT throws up. 


Fully Tuned 

"My spring rifle is a fully-tuned 
Weihrauch HW97K, tuned by the man 
himself, Steve Pope, with a full V-Mach 
V-Glide and V-Trigger. The stock is a 
one-off made by Toby Lee from Lea 
Valley and it has an EV2 adjustable 
butt pad. I think having a rifle that 
fits you really well is important and 
the V-Mach kit has made a good rifle 
into a great one - a worldbeater, I 
suppose. The scope I use and love 
on my springer is the Falcon Menace 
fixed 10x42 EMD (Extended Mil Dot) 
reticle which has mil dots with half 
lines in between. I love the clarity of 
the Falcon on the closer range targets 
and the half mil lines really help you 
keep on target, rather than floating 
between the dots. 

"My competition PCP is a Daystate 
MK3 FTR and it has a blue/grey 
laminate stock from Mark Sanderson. 
My hunting rifle is also a Daystate 
MK3 FTR, but this time in the 
standard stock. 

"Although I love my PCPs the 
spring gun is my baby. The PCPs are 
deadly accurate; if you miss you can 
only blame yolirself, buf the spring&r 


Below; Harry uses his 
Daystate Mk3 when 
he competes in Open 
class. You can tell he 
likes chunky stocks 


is incredibly accurate too. Some people 
are surprised to learn that it is more 
consistent over the chrono than the 
regulated MK3s, but it is way more 
challenging to shoot and gives me 
far more pleasure. It really makes me 
concentrate on technique and analyse 
the misses, and to rectify mistakes. 

"All my guns like Air Arms Diabolo 
Field 8.4 grain in 4.52 head size and 
I have always rated these pellets 
because they are softer than most. 

I believe that when the air hits the 
pellet, the skirt flares out and grips i ^ 
the rifling, making them fly better. 

"The first year I went to 'The Worlds' 
was in 2013. My good friend, Ron 
Whitney, convinced me to go. I just 
wanted to see how I compared to the 
rest of the world. I would have been 
delighted with a top 10 placing and 
was a bit disappointed by my eleventh 
place. No wonder I wanted to go again 
the following year." 

The Worlds 

The World HFT Championships have 
two full 30-target courses and the 
event js on the Sunday' and Monday 
of the Easter bank ,^oLiday. There are . 


I remember to this day my absolutely appalling 
score of 24, -but it gave me the incentive to k«ep 
coming back and trying to improve' 





'"The PCPs are deadly accurate; if you miss you can only blame 
yourself, but the springer is incredibly accurate too'" 


morning and afternoon sessions on 
both days. Competitors will normally 
shoot a morning session on one day on 
one course, and an afternoon session 
on the other course on the other day. 
With three competitors in each group 
this means that 180 people can shoot 
each course each day, giving a total 
pool of 360 top-class air rifle shooters 
at the event. 

Harry takes up his story: "The 
following year, 2014, 1 went again. 

I was so glad I didn't have the 
morning shoot because the wind was 
howling, but it had died right down 
by the afternoon, so that was a great 
advantage. I took the bull by the 
horns and went about doing the job 
to the best of my ability, and came 
in with a score of 53 out of 60. Nigel 
Jones was top springer shooter for day 
one, his score of 55 put me into second 
place. 

"On the second day there was some 
wind but I was very focused on the job 
in hand and went about it even better 
than the first day; as I progressed 
round the course my concentration . 
y\^as getting better and better. Nigel 
"shot nowhere near as well as he'd done 
on the first day and had a score of 48, 


Top: Supported 
standers are one of the 
most difficult shots, 
shooters need a light 
but firm grip 


Above: He doesn't like 
to brag, but: his shirt 
says it all 


Below: Harry gently 
supports the rifle 
with an open palm for 
kneeling shots 


\ to be with and really made the world 
; championships for me, and although 
I we were all trying our best we had a 
i good laugh along the way." 

I asked Harry if he had any tips for 
i shooters: "I had to learn the hard way 
i when I started. Although there were 
i a lot of helpful people, the top boys 
; wouldn't share anything with you. 
i So I just kept on practising, to try to 
i discover what I was doing wrong and 
: to rectify that fault. Having the best 
I equipment is only half the battle, 
i but to shoot a spring gun takes a lot 
: of practice and time to bond with 
i your gun and scope. I must add it's a 
i shame that the skill of shooting air 
i rifles, and springers in particular, 
i isn't recognised more widely. We 
; have a lot to take into consideration 
i before pulling the trigger, probably 
: more than a lot of other shooting 
; disciplines."^, , , 

i Disadvantaged 

i I said earlier that I'd beaten Harry 
; in the second springer competition 
I I'd shot. I have to confess he had a 
i distinct disadvantage on the day, 

; because he was coaching another 
i shooter. It is very pleasing to see that 
i Harry Kaladjian, cham’pion springer 
i shooter, is more than happy to mentor 
^ new airgunners whenever he can. Nice 
one, Harry! ■ / ' 


but I completely amazed myself with a 
56, which gave me a total of 109. Kyle 
Hampton scored 105 and Nigel came in 
with 103. Is it a coincidence that we 
were all shooting Weihrauchs? 

"I have to say that Kyle is a very 
good shooter and I've always respected 
him. I think I managed to beat him 
because he had an issue with his rifle 
on the first day and he had to use a 
back up rifle on the second day, but 
my focus on the job was huge and I 
knew the championship was within 
my grasp so I did all I could and it paid 
off. 


Memorable 

"Those two days were, and always 
will be, memorable for me not least 
because of the two guys I shot with. 
Joost Broere from The Netherlands 
and Clive Evans (UK) were a pleasure 
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• FULLY REGULATED ACTION 

• FULLY ADJUSTABLE 'HUNTER' STYLE STOCK. 

• THREE CHOICES OF STOCK COLOUR. 

• 6TH GENERATION MULTI-SHOT MAGAZINE 
WITH 'LAST SHOT' INDICATOR. 


• ON-BOARD PRESSURE GUAGE & QUICK FILL 
SYSTEM. 

• AIR STRIPPER FOR EVEN GREATER ACCURACY. 

• NEW ECHF BARREL FOR INCREASED PERFORMANCE. 

• REGULATED POWER DELIVERY 


www.bsa.co.uk 


© 2014 Copyright BSA Guns UK Please note that images shown may vary to actual product. 


BASC^ 


Made in Birmingham, England 















. w'-; ■ ^ ^ 

sports and 
hunting accessories 


/AA/DBOWS 

www.BLADESANDBOWS.CO.uk 


C -"Ornamental and practical 
^ /martial arts equipment 
Historical and re-enactment militaria 


Compound crossbows 
from £124.99 


Recurve Rifle 
crossbows ^ 
from £49. 


crossbows 
from £18.99 



ER-120OC 
£9.99 ^ 


Replica 

live blade katana 
£69.99 
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For telephone orders and enquiries 
please call (01246) 810353 
Mon-Fri 10.00am-2.00pm 


VISA 


MasterCard, 


VISA 


VISA 


MUCH more to see on the website 
We take most major credit and 
debit cards 
128bit Secure Server 



Just how much difference do proper mounts make? asks Jim Royce 


A reader recently wrote to 

ask me for help. His break* 
barrel, spring-piston rifle 
simply wouldn't hold zero- He'd tried 
tightening the bolts again and again 
until he finally stripped the socket 
heads, but still no luck. I asked what 
type of mounts he was using and he 
told me that they were unbranded 
ones that came free with an old scope 
he'd bought years before. There was 


double-bolt, one-piece job and fitted 
it as I instructed* He rang the next 
afternoon, over the moon with the 
neat groups his rifle was producing* 
All his worries were over* He'd feared 
that either his expensive rifle or scope 
was faulty and it was going to cost 
him a lot of money to get fixed, when 
in fact the answer was really cheap* 
£37,00 for a piece of engineering of 
this standard is an absolute bargain. 


AbQve: Mounts como in 
3H shapes and sixes fo 
Stiff yvw needs 


"He rang the next afternoon, over the moon with the neat little 
groups his rifle was producing" 


the answer. Recoiling guns need 
secure mounts and whenever possible 
a one-piece model is best. 

As ever, I recommended 
Sportsmatch and he went straight out 
and bought a super-strong, 0P39C, 


in my eyes. SportsMatch uses the 
highest grade aluminium which is then 
machined to very tight tolerances. 
Correct alignment of scope and barrel 
is vital, so accurate machining is 
everything. They also have tight 


quality control, ensuring that every 
part of every mount meets the 
tolerances they demand. 

The edges of all the parts are 
carefully radiused to ensure that 
where they contact the scope, no 
damage can occur. If the inside edges 
of the rings are left sharp or in any 
way misaligned, they can crease 
the scope's body tube and ruin it 
instantly. Then we come to the bolts 
and the threads they screw into. 

Again, precision is key with the holes 
precisely bored and then tapped slowly 
and carefully, whilst the bolts are 
top-grade models that are correctly 
lubricated before assembly* These are 
the best mounts you can buy, without 
question* 

So with one purchase and 30 
minutes to fit it correctly, our reader's 
problem was solved, his accuracy was 
improved and his game bag filling 
nicely. Remember a chain is only as 
strong as its weakest link *.* ■ 


www.airqunshoDtingxo.uk AIR OUNNER 47 





THIS AWESOME COMBO COULI 


[entry FORM 

1 This is a snippet from a picture printed elsewhere in 
1 this issue. Can you spot which page it’s on? 



I’ve spotted the shot on page... l 


Name.... 

Address 


Postcode Daytime TeL 

Email 

Prize to be sent to: (Name and address of your local gunshop) 


Postcode 

If you are under 18, an adult must sign on your behalf and give his/her name and address 


Name 

Address ^ 

Postcode 


Closing date: Tuesday 7th April 2015 

Qlick if you have a subscription to Air Gunner 

Anyone involved in the preparation of this competition may not enter. 



Archant Ltd, publisher of Air Gunner, would Like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services 
which might be of interest. Please tick if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in this way byQ email Q SMS. Please 
tick if you would prefer NOT to receive information byQpost Q phone. We occasionally pass your details onto carefully 
selected companies who wish to contact you with information about their products/services, please tick if you DO wish to 
be contacted in this way by Q email Q SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive such information by Qpost 
I I phone. 


Send your answers to: March Jigsaw, Air Gunner, Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, RG40 2EG 
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COMPETITION 


A WALTHER ROTEX RIFLE AND 
SCOPE FOR £1.50 


WORTH £500 



Walther’s new pre-charged 
pneumatic rifle, the Rotex RMS 
is taking the world by storm. 
This multi-shot, bolt-aotion gun 
features an eight-shot magazine 


for fast follow-up shots from 
its super-aocurate Lothar 
Walther preoision barrel. The 
ambidextrous stock has a high 
cheek piece suitable for scope 


use and the muzzle weight can 
be removed and a silenoer fitted 
for hunters who like to remain 
stealthy, Enter now to win this 
dream rifle. 


D BE YOURS FOR JUST £1.50! 


HOW TO ENTER 

By .^ost 

Check out the jigsaw piece printed on the entry form below and see if you can spot from which main photo elsewhere in this 
edition it has been taken. When you have found the full picture, write down the page number on which it appears in the answer 
box below and send your completed entry form to the address at the bottom of the page. Entry costs just £1.50 per go - 
cheque and postal orders payable to Air Gunner - and you can enter as many times as you like. As a bonus though, for every 
five entries you submit, you get another one free - i.e. six entries for £7.50 

By Text 

Answer this question: What is the name of the Walther rifle Matt is writing about on page 21-4? A. Rotex B. Rotec C. 

Rolex Text AG Rotex followed by your answer (e.g. C) your NAME and EMAIL ADDRESS to 80058. For example: ‘AG Rotex C 
J.Smith@blogs.co.uk’ Texts cost £1.50 plus your standard network rate. 

Closing date for entries is Tuesday 7th April 2015- Winner will be announced in the JUNE issue on sale 21st April 2015 BASA 
members may have one entry free provided the entry form is submitted with a validated ‘Free Competition entry’ token from 
their membership pack. Multiple entries allowed. If you do not wish to destroy your copy of the magazine you can send your 
entry on a separate piece of paper. Photocopies are also allowed. In the event of a tie all correct entries will be put into a hat 
and there will be a draw to decide the winner. Prize is supplied on behalf of Air Gunner by the manufacturer. The prize will be 
sent to the winner’s designated gun shop who may levy an administration charge for handling. 
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WCHSTTRE 


est 1978 


Daystate^ 

AIRWOLF M.C.T 


OUR PRICE 

£ 1,471 















PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

(RIFLE ONLY £1,420) ’ 

@ DAYSTATE AIRWOLF M.C.T. 

® DEBEN SUPER SLING AND SWIVELS 

@ SCOPE MOUNTS 

@ MK6CARBDN FIBRE SILENCER 

^ HAWKE ECLIPSE 3-12 X 50 AO IR OR 

@ DAYSTATE HARD CASE 

4-16 X 50 AO IR MIL-DOT TELESCOPIC SIGHT 

@ PACK OF TARGETS 

® UNCLE BOB’S BI-POD BRACKET 

0 LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

@ DEBEN TILT BI-POD 

® FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 

© 


THEAIRGUNCENTRE.COM I 01268780730/784469 I SALES@THEAIRGUNCENTRE.CO.UK 

Q THE AIRGUN CENTRE, 107 LONDON RD (A129), RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 9AX 






Day state 


SPECIAL 
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ANNIVERSARY 


YEARS 
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AIRWOLFM.CJTACTICALr £1 m 
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@ DAYSTATE AIRWOLF M.C.T. TACTICAL 
@ SCOPE MOUNTS 
@ HAWKE ECLIPSE 3-12 X 50 AO IR OR 

4-16 X 50 AO IR MIL-DOT TELESCOPIC SIGHT 

@ UNCLE BOB’S BI-POD BRACKET 
@ DEBEN TILT BI-POD 


(RIFLE ONLY £1,420 ) 

DEBEN SUPER SLING AND SWIVELS 
MK6 CARBON FIBRE SILENCER 
DAYSTATE HARD CASE 
PACK OF TARGETS 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
I FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 











Good Reasons 
to buy a 
Brattonsound 
Gunsafe: 


3 YEAR ON-SITE 
WARRANTY* 

Our after sales service is second to 
none. 

SECURITY 

You don’t want your pride and joy to 
be stolen or your guns to fall into 
unscrupulous hands. 

SAFETY 

If you have children in the house 
there is no better way of keeping 
your guns safely locked away from 
inquisitive minds and hands. 

PROTECTION 

With your guns safely locked away there’s no chance of them getting 
knocked by a vacuum cleaner or Incurring other accidental damage. 

STORAGE FOR ALL YOUR GEAR 

Keep your guns, ammo and accessories together. Turning the house upside 
down to find your pellets can be a thing of the past! 

WE ARE THE GUNSAFE EXPERTS 
Established In 1982, we make all our own products In the UK. We have 
gunsafes especially for airguns with or without scopes, and all our safes 
are also suitable for Part 1 Firearms and Shotguns. 

FREE Napier corrosion inhibitor. 

' " ’Terms and conditions apply - see website for details. 

Call 020 8254 6812 for brochures and your local stockist. 

www.brattonsound.co.uk 


4 . THE REAL STORY 4 . 
^OF 6 TH JUNE 1944^ 


Commemorate the 70**’ anniversary of D-Day 



Explore the story of 
Operation Overlord's 
Operation Neptune, 
the landing and 
assault on German 
forces by over 
195,000 Allied troops 
on a 50-mile stretch of 
Normandy coastline. 


From the huge 
deception campaign 
of Operation 
Bodyguard to the 
heartfelt stories from 
the voices of real 
soldiers, the 'untold 
story' is portrayed 
through 100 stunning 
pages. 


Featuring over 
200 amazing 
rare and 


unseen images 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/DDAYB 
S 0844 848 4211 quoting pmmddayb 

Lines open 8am - 9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am - 4pm Sat. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p/min plus a 1 5p call 
set up fee, calls from mobiles usually cost more. T&Cs: On sale May 22. Please allow 10-15 days for delivery from 
the on sale. Available while stocks last. Price includes delivery to UK only; please add £3 to EU or £5 to ROW. 
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ROUND 1 
LINCOLN 
HUNTER 
CLUB 


New writer, Theresa Reed, takes us through round 
one of this hotly contested series 


Pictures by Andy Wilson 

O ctober marked the start of the 
Day St ate Midland Hunter Series 
(DMHS) , Their dedicated website 
says it was originally 'set up in March 
2009, in response to HPT shooters in 
the Midlands wanting a local series 
to take part in over the winter'. With 
the support of Daystate, and now 
also Solware, each year the series 
has gone from strength to strength. 

It consists of six competitions, this 
season stretching from Lincolnshire 
to Warwickshire, Derbyshire, 
Staffordshire and Leicestershire. The 
first round took place just outside 


Lincoln. 

Cold Comfort 

Weather wise, compared to last 
season's opening round of the DMHS 
in Worcester, where we all experienced 
a drenching, this year's Round 1 
couldn't have been more different. 
Whilst many of us started out the 
day by scratching frost off our car 
windows at some ungodly hour and 
donning jackets that had been hiding 
in the cupboard all summer, by the 
time the starting whistle blew, many 
of us had stripped back down to 


Move: This f5 
pecpie were tompetfnq 
for 


: Neio: Air Gatiner 
' cofitribator, Keith 
i WarhurtoOf is Poing 
; preftif weit on the HFT 
. scene at the mometit 
'• See page 35 for more 
detaiis 


T-shirts and were soaking up the warm 
autumn sunshine. 

This year's first round had been 
destined for Worcester, but the hosting 
club was changed at the last minute 
for the Lincoln Hunter FT club, and 
it made a nice change to visit a new 
venue. The Lincoln shooting ground 
is located on the edge of Waddington ^ 
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HFT 




RESULTS: 

Open - Dave Hunter 58 
Recoiling - Steve Whiting 51 
22 - Simon Harrison 46 
Vets - Steve Watson 57 
Ladies - Theresa Reed 50 
Juniors - Elliott Reed 48 


Right: This top shot's 
airgun of choice is a 
Daystate 


Beiow: Using a post to 
steady his shot, James 
McLachian takes aim 


Bottom ieft: The aii- 
important assessment 
of a shot 

Bottom right: An Air 
Arms at a Daystate 
shoot? 


clay mud slide! For yours truly, I can 
honestly say that it's been a long time 
since IVe had to get my hips in such 
a wide, awkward position - just to 
maintain balance! 

On the whole, the winds were non- 
existent to light, but every so often a 
breeze would wind its way through the 
grass and bushes just enough to move 
your pellet off target and join the rest 
of the grey blur on the faceplate. That 
didn't stop some good scores being 
handed in, and people like fellow 
Kibby team mate, Mark Thompson 
scoring a PB! 

Shoot Off 

To decide the final overall places 
there was an extensive shoot-off in 
all the categories with the exception 
of the ladies class. For the Open class, 
James McLachian went up against Paul 
Monniez for second place, both having 
scored 57. While Rick Arden, Mark 
Camoccio, Elliott Compton, Kev Gaunt, 
Gavin Howling, Rob Mobley and Nigel 


Smith who all shot a 55 were left to 
fight it out for third. 

Results 

In the Recoiling, Ian Treadwell, Ian 
Sheppard and Luke Wells battled for 
third place, whilst Nev Baguley and 
Nick Yates fought for second position 
in the Vets. 

Air Gunner's, Keith Warburton 
also looked a little shocked to find 
himself back on the firing line with 
Ian Hunter, to decide who would take 
second in the .22. 


"I can honestly say that it's been a long time since I've had to get my 
hips in such a wide awkward position - just to maintain balance!" 


Even the juniors had their first- 
ever shoot-off with, Elliott 'cool as 
cucumber' Reed just beating Keiran 
Spicer to take first place. 

All in all, the shoot-off made a 
perfect end to a most enjoyable day 
and I couldn't think of anywhere 
else I'd rather be than sitting in the 
Lincolnshire countryside on a warm 
Sunday afternoon watching people 
pitch their skill, and their nerves, 
against each other. 

A big 'well done' must be directed 
to the Lincoln guys for their hard 
work in course-setting and putting 
on a good day at such short notice. 
They certainly rose to the challenge, 
and in the process introduced us to 
a great shooting ground - a place I'm 
sure many of us will look forward to 
revisiting and shooting at again. ■ 


Village on the outskirts of the City of 
Lincoln. It has two areas for zeroing - 
a traditional range situated in a field, 
and a fully accessible concreted area 
equipped for air rifle and air pistol, 
plus a good acreage of land for HFT. 


Challenging Course 

The course itself, set up by Nick Yates, 
Mark Carter and the Lincoln crew, was 
an interesting mix with targets 1-14 
mainly comprising slightly elevated 
shots, placed along a hedge line on 
the brow of the hill (well, as hilly as 
Lincolnshire gets!), and targets 15 to 
30 fanning out in an arc across a long, 
grassy meadow. As well as making 
good use of the natural surroundings, 
with targets up trees and nestled in 
the ridge and furrow, there were also 
several nice, challenging obstacles to 
contend with - such as a long pipe and 
a coiled spring to shoot through, and 
a reduced kill perfectly placed behind 
a small, wooden gate, each of which 
forced you to shoot either flat down 
on the deck or halfway up the post. 

The unsupported kneeler caused 
a few problems for some because it 
was positioned on a slope that by the 
time we reached it had become a mini 
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Super Stroke Pumps 



4-stage Pump 


tngurn 


The Super Stroke Pump 
series has the best 
reputation for quality and 
reliability as a precharged 
pneumatic fill device. 

Available in the classic 4-stage version 
which utilizes a manual control stage 
switch which reduces the high pressure 
effort by adding another stage to the 
process - and the 3-stage version which 
maximises efficiency while minimising 
effort for filling. 

Both versions feature: 

• Easy-to-read pressure gauge 

• Dual moisture trap 

• Replaceable particle filter and 
bleed valve 

The easiest, most 
convenient and 
affordable way to 
charge your 
airguns 


Available through your local gun shop. Distributed to the trade by ASI 
Tel: 01728 688555 • Email: inf o@.a-s-i. co.uk 



I 



Webley 
MK VI .177 BB £199 


Gletcher P08 
Blow back. .177 BB £190 


Please note: 


Vl/e do require 


Baikal 

MP-514K .177 8 shot rifle £245 identification. 


8" Dan Wesson 
.177 BB £150 


i 


5 


5% DISCOUNT ON ALL ORDERS 


] 

Unit 2 Access House, Stephenson Way, Three Bridges, Crawley RH10 ITN 

Tel: 01293 525880 Email: sales@surplusstore.co.uk 

inn«.siJiu>LiJSS'roiiE.co.iiK 

Opening Hours 9.30-5.30 Monday - Saturday. Ample Free parking. 




Contact your local retailer for further details, 
or visit www.bisley-uk.com 
Distributed in the UK by John Rothery Wholesale 


0ON T^ 4 
FORCETi « 


ARCHtOI SET; 


Make sure not to forget 
the family when you’re 
making your purchases for 
the upcoming season. The 
outdoor experience is a family 
affair. Barnett Outdoors 
carries a full line of archery 
bows, from introductory 
models for the little ones, to 
big bow models to extend the 
season for the serious archery 
shooter. Barnett Outdoors- 
Built for Adventure. 
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FIXED AT A STROKE 


Neil Price fixes a Walther LGR Single-Stroke Pneumatic Target Air Rifle MJtTf 



I shoot bell target competitions in three local leagues, and one of my 
colleagues has used this Walther LGR single-stroke pneumatic for 
many, many years. When shooting it in a competition the other day, it 
suddenly would not hold air on the compression stroke, so it ended up 
coming home with me. 


I The first thing to do is to 
remove the dioptre rear sight 
as we don’t want to damage 
this expensive bit of kit. Put it 
out of the way, somewhere 
safe. 

2 Remove the slot-head screw 
on the underside at the 
front of the stock and the pillar 
nut and screw from the trigger 
guard. The action can now be 
lifted clear of the stock. Again 
put the stock somewhere safe. 

3 Remove the four screws, 
there are two on each side, 
from the trigger assembly, and 
pull it down out of the 
aluminium housing. 

4 From inside the aluminium 
trigger housing, remove the 
three slot-head screws and lock 
washers. 

5 Note that the forward screw 
is shorter than the other two 
and has to be replaced in the 
same position. 

6 There is no need to take the 
cocking arm out of the end 
block, but if you do for any 
reason then take careful note 
of where the serrations on the 
pivot bolt are positioned 
relative to the serrations in the 
action. 

7 The reason for this is that 
the pivot bolt is actually a 
cam bolt that sets the lock-up 
point for the cocking arm when 
in the closed position. 

8 If you do want to separate 
the cocking arm from the 
back block then carefully prise 


9 \ 


the spring clip from the bottom 
of the pivot bolt. Careful now, 
because it can fly for several 
feet when released from its 
groove and be lost forever. 

Break the cocking arm from its 
closed position to relieve the 
pressure on the pivot bolt and 
then withdraw it from the top 
of the action. 

JRemove the slot-head screw 
*from the back block 
retaining plate and remove the 
plate. 

W Remove the two screws 
from the top of the action 
that go into the back block. 

The slots on these screws are 
not straight, but are radiused, 
so to get full engagement in 
the slot, I ground a 
corresponding radius on the 
end of an old screwdriver. 

n The cocking arm, lever and 
piston assembly can now 
be withdrawn from the rear of 
the action. 

^^Rernove the ‘C’ clip from 
Ibone side of the firing 
valve rocker arm pivot pin. 

Again be careful, as these little 
monkeys can fly off and be lost 
forever as well. 

4 ^Withdraw the pivot pin 
I Wand remove the rocker 
arm. 

4^With the rocker arm out of 
l^the way we have access to 
the pillar nut and screw that 
holds the rocker bracket on the 
action. 
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^C^S'^ove the pillar nut 
I wand screw and remove 
the rocker bracket and firing 
valve transfer linkage and 
spring. 

4^You can see why I 
Iwalways use a shallow 
tray to keep safe all of the 
bits and pieces that I have 
removed. 

Now we can get to the 
I I firing valve. This is 
held in with a tube locknut 
with slots. Depending on 
how tight this is, it may be 
removed by putting the jaws 
of snipe-nosed pliers in the 
slots, or with a pin-punch 
and hammer, which will 
damage the slots in the nut. 
Or if you know someone 
with a lathe, a tube spanner 
to fit can be made. 

4 Al made a tube spanner. 
lOlt is 14mm outside 
diameter with an 8mm 
diameter hole in the centre. 
The lugs are 3mm wide by 
2mm deep. This did the job 
admirably. 

4 ALoosen the slot-head 
I ^grub-screw that locates 
in the body of the firing 
valve. 

A AThe firing valve 
fcwassembly can now be 
withdrawn from its bore in 
the action. 


stroke 

...ohnnPVOU'.BO*’'' 
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The Fieldman Boots 
from JACK PYKE 


Vibram Trek Rubber Sole 


■ Full grain leather 

4 

■ Vibram trek rubber sole 

■ High rubber rand 

■ Hydroguard waterproof 
& breathable membrane 

■ 200gms thinsulate insulation 

■ Agion antimicrobial treatment 
(odour resistant) 

■ Padded tongue and heel 

■ Speed lace system. 


Speed Lace System 


| ACK PYK E 


OFENGLAND 


For stockists or to request a free catalogue 
call: 01234 740327 | email: info@jackpyke.co.uk 

www.jackpyke.co.uk 






Charlie McFee brings us some serious field kit from Jack Pyke 

Viper Elite 5 Boots 



J ack Pyke is a company that 
works hard to provide us with 
kit that we both need and can 
afford, and they're always keen to 
fill any gaps in their range that 
customers have asked for. This 
month we have three new products 
that really appeal to me as ones 
ITl take to the field to work just as 
intended. 


www.airgunAoJUhg.coj 
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Above: Viper's new 
flagship boot is pretty 
special 


The Elite 5 is Jack Pyke's new 
flagship boot, incorporating a mass 
of technical features designed to 
make them light, waterproof and 
comfortable. The main upper boot 
is constructed from lOOOD Corudra, 
which is tough, incredibly abrasion- 
resistant and able to accept the 
Multicam camouflage pattern. 


Supporting this are panels of durable 
suede, whilst inside, a Hydroguard 
membrane ensures complete 
waterproofing. 

The sole unit has an EVA mid- 
section just like you'd find in a 
running shoe, offering lots of shock 
absorption whilst remaining very 
light. Below this is Vibram's Multi- 
Sport rubber sole. This has a very 
open pattern and aggressive lugs 
that find grip on many surfaces. 







whether wet or dry and is more like 
a trainer sole than a heavy-duty boot 
one. Vibram makes some of the best 
soles you can buy, being grippy and 
durable. 

It's plain that a lot of effort went 
into ensuring that these boots are 
light, but not at the cost of stability. 
Moving over difficult terrain while 
carrying your rifle and a rucksack full 
of rabbits can easily cause a sprained 
ankle and the support these boots 
offer will be well appreciated. 

Inside, they're well padded and 
feature a removable foot bed that 
conforms to the shape of your foot 
in use; all very comfortable indeed. 
Some people have questioned the use 
of desert camouflage in our green 
and pleasant land, but I think the 
greens and tan combination worked 
well, especially with a bit of mud 
thrown in. I feel these colours work 
better than dark brown, or worse 
still, black. A camouflage expert once 
asked me if I could think of anything 
black in the countryside and apart 
from crows and their kind, I couldn't. 
He was opposed to black footwear 
completely and I agree. 

The Elite 5 well deserves its place 
as Viper's top boot and is one I'm 
sure will prove to be a big seller for 
them soon. 


Viper Special Ops Gloves 

Finding gloves that work well for 
shooting is difficult so I was keen 
to try these Special Ops ones from 
Viper. They're made from quick- 
drying, synthetic materials and 
offer a close fit, which is vital for a 
shooting glove because proper feel 
is everything when it comes to gun 
handling. If you can't feel the trigger 
blade you can't release a shot with 
precision. Across the back of the 
hand is a Velcro adjuster and around 
the wrist, a second, much larger one. 
The back one is described as a wrist 
support, but I left it reasonably loose 
to improve freedom of movement. 

I chose the drab green to help with 
my camouflage, which I felt worked 
well. Covering our hands is vital 
for hunting, because they're always 
moving and are sure to give us away. 

The medium was slightly snug 
for me, suggesting that sizing is on 
the small side which is good. Gloves 
always loosen with use, so starting 
with a slightly tight fit means that 
when they're broken in they'll be just 
right. They were also surprisingly 
warm, not what I was expecting, but 
on some pretty chilly winter days my 
hands didn't feel cold at all. I like 
these very much and they're a very 
welcome addition to my hunting kit. 

£ 16.50 


Technical Featherlite Trouser 

The Technical Featherlite jacket has 
become something of a favourite 
around the office, for its performance 
and ability to be packed down 
small enough to be carried along on 
days when you're unsure of what 
the weather might bring. The light 
fabric used is supple and quiet, yet 
able to keep the wind and rain off 
and maintain warmth that harsh 
weather would strip away. To match 
this, the company has introduced 
the trouser which can be worn over 
another trouser in cold weather, 
or alone on milder days. These are 
comfortable, with a reasonably loose 
fit so they're not restrictive, even 
when worn over something else. The 
waist is elasticated with a drawstring 
to keep them snug, whilst the legs 
have long zips and Velcro closures to 
make getting them on and off easier. 
Zipped hip pockets complete the 
package. 

I'm sure these will find a place in 
my winter rucksack beside the jacket, 
so that I'll be ready for whatever the 
winter brings. 

£ 36.95 

www.jackpyke.co.uk 

www.thatchreed.co.uk 


£ 95.00 




Above: The Featherlite 
trouser packs down 
small enough to carry 
along 
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MTC SCOPES 

We are main stockists for 

these excellent scopes 


Mamba 

3-12x44 

(/) 

Mamba 

4-16x50 

UJ 

1 1 

Mamba 

Lite 3-12x44 

\J 

Mamba 

Lite 4-16x44 

0^ 

Taipan 

4-16x50 


Taipan 

6-24x56 

0^ 

Viper 

10x44 

O 

Viper 

3-12x44 

LLI 

Viper 

4-16x50 

z 

Viper 

6-24x56 

o 

Viper 

8-32x60 

I 

Viper 

Connect 

Q. 




J 


'^Main stockist for Evanix^ 




AIR ARMS FTP 900 

NOWIN 
STOCK 


AIR ARMS Ultimate Sporter 


WEIHRAUCH 




HW99S 

HW57 

HW95K + Silencer 

HW80K 

HW77K 

HW97K 

HW98 

\^HW100 (All Models) 


§ 

I 


BSA GUNS 


Ultra SE Tactical 
Ultra SE Beech 
Ultra Se Walnut 
Scorpion SE Tactical 
Scorpion SE Beech 
Scorpion SE Walnut 
RIO (All models) 


Main 

stockist for 

Steyr LG 

no FT 



£2,199.00 



DAYSTATE BOXALL & EDMISTON ^ 


We have a couple of these 
rifles in stock. Phone for details. 

AIR ARMS S510 30TH ANNIVERSARY 


We have a couple of these 
rifles in stock. Phone for details. 


DAYSTATE ^ 


AirwolfMCT 
Air Wolf Tactical 
MK4 Sports TH 
MK4 is Sports 
MK4 Target (Panther) 
Air Ranger 
Air Ranger Tactical 
V^Huntsman Regal 


f GAMO 

12 ^ 
(j 

Delta 

S 

CL 

Whisper 

(X 

Hornet 

2 

Rocket 

UJ 

Z 

Varmint 

o 

Shadow 



/ VI Tackle & Guns 


KEENS TACKLE AND GUNS 
01656 720807 - call for more details 

www.keenstackleandguns.co.uk 

117/119 Bridgend Road, Aberkenfig, Bridgend CF32 SAP 


NITEMASTER 

NM 800K £159 

NM 800TK £179 

NM 800IR £189 

NM 800IRT £209 

The best on the market! 


CB625 CHRONO 


£49.50 


Only 2 mins from 
June 36 on the M4 



THE HOME OF 


to opt I. 

dioo««ib.n(ki 

Mt<r(ordw)gl> 


NEWS, VIDEOS, ADVICE, CONTACTS, 
CLASSIFIEDS, SHOPPING, GUN 
CLUBS, CPSA MEMBERSHIP, BLOGS, 
NEWSLETTERS, SURVEYS, MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS, COMPETITIONS... 
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NEW TECHNOLOGY 



Spring airguns are not as efficient as they could be, according to the 
inventor of a new design of transfer port. Jim Royce invstigates 


section of artery wall that weakens 
and swells as blood is pumped through 
it, then contracts to provide a second 
pulse of flow downstream, and Phil 
reckoned he could harness that double 
pulse to increase the flow of air that 
drives airgun pellets. 



A s an airgun-mad teenager 
growing up in the late 1970s, 

^ APhil Harmonic's life changed the 
day the bought a copy of The Airgun 
from Trigger to Muzzle, which was the 
first published scientific exploration 
of the spring airgun. By his own 
admission, not the best of scholars, 

Phil's sudden enthusiasm during 
physics and maths lessons staggered 

tube transport (PTT) systems, and 
that allowed Phil block release access 
to college, then on to university. 

Later, Phil was employed on a range of 
projects, from pneumatic actuators to 
an airgun that shot tea into teabags 
at approaching 4,000fps, which Phil 
believes to be a record for any air- 
powered projectile. 

Throughout his professional life. 

"Throughout his professional life, Phil's passion was 
the spring airgun; specifically, trying to improve it." 

his teachers, and for the first time in 
his life, he knew the career path he 
wanted to follow; he wanted to be an 
engineer, in any field that employed 
pneumatic systems. 

Phil began an apprenticeship with a 
company that manufactured pneumatic 

Phil's passion was the spring airgun; 
specifically, trying to improve it. The 
least understood area was the transfer 
port, and Phil's breakthrough came 
during a study of fluid dynamics, 
particularly blood flow, when he read 
about aneurysms. An aneurysm is a 


Below: Phil Harmonic 
makes some scope 
adjustments with 
his favourite HW95 
springer 


How it works 

In place of a regular transfer port, 
the manufacturer or tuner will 
drill an oversize hole, into which a 
length of hard tubing is inserted. 

The material (which Phil is keeping a 



i closely guarded secret) only becomes 
; elastic at a very high temperature, 
i so it acts as a normal transfer port 
; until the pellet starts to move, when 
i the high temperature increases the 
i port material's elasticity, allowing it 
; to swell, so allowing greater air flow 
i into the transfer port before the flow 
i chokes, after which it delivers the 
i crucial second air pulse to the pellet. 

ofphfllHarmon^c!^^ Does it work? Phil certainly thinks 

inventor, genius and ; go, having gained energy increases 

airgunner 

] from 57o to 15% in early testing. It s 
; not all about power, though, and 
; Phil is convinced that his transfer 
; port greatly reduces piston bounce, 
i reducing forward recoil to the point 
; at which the pellet can be watched in 
; flight through the scope. 

With development complete, Phil 
i has appointed an agent to handle 
i licensing of his idea, and tenders will 
: be accepted from the morning of April 
i 1st. ■ 
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Grosman 


THE TRAIL NP PISTOL 

Grosman is revolutionisiny air pistois 
with the Traii N P pistoi - using the 
same Nitre Piston® technoiogy , 
tram the hriiiiantiy successfui 
Trail series rifles. 










.■^+ ■ ■■ ' • ■ W'-' 



* A/ji3b^ * 

•v PISTON®^'' 


Super smooth Nitro Piston power unit 
Powerful - 4 ft/lb of energy 
Ambidextrous synthetic grip 
Break-barrel cocking 
Fully adjustable open sights, with fibre 
optic front sight 
Dove tail for mounting a scope 
Beautifully balanced at 1.58 Kg 



i QC iY VIf l® www.a-s-i.co.uk Exclusively imported by ASI 

Tel: -I- 44 (0)1728 688555 Email: info@a-s-i.co.uk 


CORPORATION 





PISTOL TRAINING 


JHMH 




from a previous test and he agreed 
to send it to me. The first thing that 
I had to do, though, was learn about 
handgun safety. I am fully aware that 
an air pistol is not as dangerous as a 
full-power firearm, but at 6 ft.bs., an 
air pistol is still capable of killing and 
it should never be treated lightly. Also, 
I felt the correct thing to do was treat 
the Desert Eagle as if it were a powder 
burner from day one and get into the 


Gary Chillingworth prepares to shoot a 44 
training with air pistols in the UK 

A s a reader of Air Gunner 

magazine there's a good chance 
that you are a big fan of 
shooting and, if you are like me, you 
will take any opportunity to shoot any 
type of gun that is available to you. So 
with this in mind. Matt, our illustrious 
editor, has given me permission to 
write a two-piece article about air 
pistols and handguns. 

In part two of this article, I will be 
travelling to the USA and shooting 
the legendary 44 Magnum, the 9mm 
Glock, the Colt 1911 and the HK MP5 
fully automatic. Part 1 of this series, 
however, is about how we can prepare 
for the trip. Also, can I learn a set of 
skills with an air pistols that will also 
work with one of the most powerful 
handguns in the world? 


Right: This is the 
Weaver stance. When 
shooting air pistois it 
is best to wear safety 
giasses in case of 
ricochets 


Magnum in the USA by 

i We talked about different guns that I 
; could train with and he recommended 
i that I use an air pistol that has a 
i 'blow-back' action as it would better 
; mimic a full-power firearm. This is 
i because the blow-back function makes 
i the pistol move about in your hands 
; similar to a 9mm. 

Luckily, Phill had a Desert Eagle 


Make the Call 

My first port of call was Air Gunner's 
Phill Price. Phil is a bit of a guru when 
it comes to pistols and after a long 
chat, he thought it would be a good 
idea to get some 'trigger time' in the 
UK. He told me that trigger control 
and grip was extremely important with 
handguns and he explained that the 
act of pulling a trigger, or gripping 
a pistol incorrectly, could massively 
change where a round would land. 


Beiow: The two-thumb 
gripis the correct way 
to hoid a modern air 
pistoi 
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'My shooting technique works for me, hut I het it's 
every hit as 'ruhhish' as Bernard's" 


^ -fr 






habit of treating it the way a U.S. gun 
club would want me to treat it. 

So, for the first few days, I spent 
time 'online' and used YouTube to find 
shooting videos that teach you how 
to use a handgun safely and what is 
expected from a shooter. The first 
things that I researched were the five 
main safety drills that are taught to 
all new shooters. These are: 

1. Always keep the pistol point 
downrange. 

2. Treat all weapons as if they are 
loaded, until you have proved them 
safe. 

3. Never point a weapon at 
something you don't want to shoot, 
and think about what is behind the 
target. 

4. Never rely on the safety catch. 

5. Keep your finger off the trigger 
until it's time to shoot. 

These should be familiar to us all, 
as they are the same safety rules for 
with an air rifle. With these core ideas 
ringing in my ears, it was time to start 
shooting. Shooting a handgun or air 
pistol has three main facets; the first 
is stance, the second is grip, and the 
third is trigger pull. 

stance 

As an air rifle shooter, I am used to 
standing side on to a target, however, 
in pistol shooting this is not the norm. 
The two main stances are the 'isosceles 
stance' and the 'Weaver stance'. To 
break it down into its simplest form, 
the Weaver stance is where you stand 
slightly side on to the target. If you 
are right-handed, then your right 
hand will drive the gun forward and 
be fully extended and the left hand 
will be bent and will help to absorb 
the recoil. This type of stance also 




* 
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normally requires the shooter to keep 
his or her non-dominant eye shut. 

The Weaver stance is still popular 
in some quarters, but over the 
years it has fallen out of favour 
with competition shooters and law 
enforcement. SWAT teams, the NRA 
and Three Gun competitors now favour 
and teach the isosceles stance. This 
is where you stand square on to the 
target, slightly bend the knees and 
drive both hands out equally. You will 
keep your arms slightly bent as this 
will help control the recoil and you 
can keep both eyes open and this will 
help if your eyes are cross dominant 
(Cross dominant, is for example, right- 
handed, but left-eye dominant) and it 
also increases your peripheral vision. 
Handy if someone may be shooting 
back at you. 


Get a Grip 

If you watch the old westerns on TV, 
you will see that when a cowboy was 
shooting a handgun with both hands, 
they would often use the 'cup and 
saucer' style of shooting. They would 
take their left hand and lay it out flat 
and then place the butt of the pistol 
grip and their right hand in the centre 
of that palm. This may have been good 
for revolvers, but with modern semi- 
automatics like the Glock, this is not a 
good way to hold a pistol. 

When a semi-auto fires, it ejects 
the spent casing to the right-hand 
side of the firearm. Newton's third 
law states that if something moves in 
one direction, then an equal amount 
of force must travel in the opposite 
direction. So, as the casing is ejecting 
to the right, the gun is being forced to 


Right: Gary 
demonstrates the 
Isosceles stance 


Below: Gary puts a full 
magazine in the Colt 
airgun. Note how his 
finger is away from the 
trigger 
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the left. 

So, to counter this, modern 
techniques teach that a handgun 
should be held with the shooter's 
bottom three fingers of the right hand 
on the grip, with the thumb then 
placed on the left-hand side of the 
frame. You then take three or four 
fingers of the left hand and place 
these on top of the three fingers of the 
right hand. The thumb from the left 
hand sits slightly below and forward 
of the right-hand thumb, but it still 
presses against the frame of the pistol 
just below the slide. This two-thumb 
approach on the pistol will prevent 
the pistol from being pushed to the 
left. The more hand you can get on the 
gun, the more control you will have. 

Trigger Pull 

Now that you have your stance and 
grip, it's time to look at trigger pull. 

A handgun will have a heavier pull 
than an air pistol, but it's advisable 
to get into good habits now. When 


you place your finger on the trigger 
blade, you want to use the fleshy bit 
on the pad of the trigger finger. If 
you use the first crease in your finger, 
you can pull the pistol to the right, 
if you use the tip, you can push the 
pistol to the left. Think about pulling 
it straight back through the frame 
and toward the hammer. This linear 
motion will give you better accuracy 
and controllability. Remember, always 
squeeze and never pull or snatch. 

Once I had got to grips with these 
three main areas I started to practise. 
For this I used two main pistols. The 
first was an Airsoft Colt 1911. This 
affordable pistol enabled me to get 
used to dropping and loading the 
magazine, whilst keeping the weapon 
pointing downrange. The 1911 1 have, 
has a working slide, so I got used to 
placing a magazine into the grip and 
cocking the pistol, all whilst keeping 
the pistol safe. I could also use it in 
the house for basic aiming techniques 
and getting used to gripping the 


Top left: Do not hook 
your finger round the 
trigger blade 


Top right: That's 
better. The fleshy bit of 
your finger pad should 
be on the trigger blade 


pistol correctly. I have now done this 
so much, it has become like second 
nature to hold a 1911 in the correct 
manner. 

Secondly, I used the Desert Eagle to 
send pellets downrange. I found that 
if I breathed in whilst shooting, my 
pellet hit high and when I breathed 
out they hit low. With the Eagle, I 
refined my trigger technique and 
before long I was getting good groups 
at 10 yards. 

The question now is will these skills 
that I have learnt enable me to shoot 
a large calibre handgun and shoot it 
better than a total novice? 

... and Finally 

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank Matt Clark. He has been the 
editor of Air Gunner ever since I 
started writing for the magazine and 
every month he turns my words into 
copy that is fit for publication. Matt is 
leaving Air Gunner for a job with more 
dancing girls and fast cars. You could 
not hope to find a more enthusiastic, 
professional, humble and decent man. 
Good luck in your new job. Matt. ■ 


Above: Gary makes the 
Colt replica ready 


Right: The ‘cup and 
saucer' grip may have 
been okay for cowboys, 
but it doesn't offer 
enough support for an 
semi-auto pistol 
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StoegerAiRGUNS 




TACTICAL AIRGUN PERFORMANCE 

The ATAC features the gas ram 
system which is very tough and 
durable, providing consistent 
power delivery shot after shot. 

It also improves accuracy by 
reducing some of the vibration 
often associated with spring 
driven airguns. 

The synthetic tactical stock is 
very durable and gives the gun 
a striking appearance. The ATAC 
has many other features making 
it a great all round airgun suitable 
for short-range hunting and field 
target shooting. 

o Available in .22 and . 177 calibres 

© Break barrel design 

© Built in suppressor featuring 
Airflow control technology 

© Full-length suppressor 
shroud with ergonomic grip 
for easy cocking and closing 

o Easily accessible ambidextrous 
automatic safety 

© Supplied with 4- 16x40, AO mil 
dot scope with two piece mounts 
on a picatinny style base 


THE QUIE 
RIFLE IN r 


The StoegerX20 Suppressor 
utilises a unique Dual-Stage 
Noise Reduotion System^"^. 

This system combines the functions 
of an internal air-regulator ring and 
baffles which work in tandem to 
reduce noise better than any other 
airgun on the market. 

Available in .22 and .177 calibre Break-barrel 
spring piston design 

With Airflow Control (AFC) technology 

Full-length suppressor shroud with ergonomic 
grip for easy cocking and closing 

Ambidextrous automatic safety mounted on 
back of receiver 

Two piece base integral dovetail scope rail 
on receiver 

Supplied with a mounted 3-9 x 40. AO scope 
Available in wood and synthetic 

vwvw.stoegerairguns.com 


GMK 


t/tBEREm 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE OALL GMK ON 

01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk 





a lot of 

silverware in its time, 
although this was in the hands 
of more skilled marksmen than me. 

At the heart of the S400 is a tried 
and tested action. It isn't regulated 
(you wouldn't expect it to be at 
this price), but it is consistent and 
delivers perfect shot after perfect 
shot giving rock-solid performance. 
Mate this with a match-quality 
Lothar Walther barrel made to Air 
Arms specifications and you can 
understand why this is such an 
accurate rifle. 


Rekord or CD 

The CD trigger is also excellent with 
a predictable let-off point and a 
cross-bolt safety mechanism. You 
may wonder what CD stands for. The 
story I have heard is that as mighty 
German gunmakers, Weihrauch, had 
a Rekord Trigger unit, the people at 
Air Arms thought it would have a 
laugh and so called their equally good^ 


What's the editor's favou 
It's a question he is often asked and now he comes clean 


I t is often said that familiarity 
breeds contempt. Having had an 
Air Arms S400 on long-term loan 
for the magazine, I am very familiar 
with this rifle, but I am far from 
contemptuous of it. The more I use 
the S400, the more I love it. 

Performance 

What appeals to me most about this 
rifle is its performance. Accuracy 
comes as standard. Quarter-inch 
groups at 35 yards are the norm, 
which has made it a popular rifle on 
the HFT circuit. 

Nick Jenkinson, three times World 
Hunter Field Target Champion, was 
originally involved with the design 
of this rifle and he has used Air Arms 
rifles for many of his competitions. 


One of the reasons I borrowed this 
rifle was so I could take part in more 
hunter field target events. You might 
argue that an adjustable stocked S400 
MPR would be more suitable for that 
and you would be right in many ways. 
However, I've had an S410 (the multi- 
shot version of the S400) and I am 
familiar with that stock configuration 
and I'm someone - as you now know - 
who likes familiarity. 

The logic behind this is that when 
I go from hunting to hunter field 
target, I won't be 'put out' by the 
change of rifle. I always believe that 
if you are comfortable you will shoot 
better. It has also been proved that 
sportsmen perform better when their 
equipment and surroundings are 
familiar, and this rifle has collected 


Main: Matt spent a lot 
of time with the S400 
in its various guises 
over the last seven and 
a bit years 

Above: With its classic 
looks, the S400 won't 
date 

SPECS 


Air Arms S400 Classic 
Manufacturer: Air Arms 
Tel: 01 323 845853 
Web: www.air-arms.co.uk 
Action: Precharged, bolt- 
action, single-shot 
Stock: Beech sporter 
Length: 1020mm (40.25in) 
Barrel: 493.5mm (l45in) 
Weight:27kg(6lbsr'^''^^ 
Trigger: Precision two- 
stage 

Calibre: .177 and .22 
Shots per fill: .177 calibre 
80-I-, .22 calibre lOO-i- 
Cost: £452 


'This rifle has collected a lot of silverware in its time, although 
this was in the hands of more skilled marksmen than me" 
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trigger action the CD. This maybe an 
urban myth, but I like the story. 

As on my Air Arms S410, the action 
is cycled by a bolt, and one thing I 
really like about the breech is that 
it is big enough to get my chunky 
fingers in, to place the pellet in the 
groove so that it can be easily seated 
by the probe. 

At the price of around £500 this 


rifle offers good value for money. 
There are other rifles around for this 
sort of money and they are good, but 
I chose the S400 because I knew the 
brand well, having had a couple of its 
rifle in the past and I also liked the 
classic looks of this rifle. It has been 
cleverly designed so that it won't 
date. Also, this rifle has an on-board 
pressure gauge, which is not usual for 


Above: New writer, 
Theresa Reed, is an 
exceiient HFT shooter 
and she aisousesan 
Air Arms S400 


Above ieft: Matt reaiiy 
rates this rifie 


Top ieft: The S400 
comes in a Super-iite 
and Ciassic version, 
but many shooters iike 
to customise them 


"I'm not saying that you can't get a better airgun than the S400, 
but you will h paying two or three times the money for one" 



a rifle in the price bracket. 

Taking Stock 

The S400 comes seated in various 
styles of stock. Naturally there is the 
choice of beech or walnut, but there 
is also a choice of classic stock, a 
thumbhole stock or a Super-lite stock. 
The Super-lites come in a choice of 
brown, natural wood or green. 

Of course, some shooters prefer to 
customise their stock and go for a 
Ginb stock, just as Gary Chillingworth 
has done. Personally, I think the rifle 
is fine as it comes out of the factory, 
but I know many of you will want a 
more fitted or adjustable stock. 

Favourite Rifle 

As editor of Air Gunner I have often 
been asked which is my favourite 
rifle and I would have to say that the 
S400 is one of my top choices. It offers 
performance and value for money. 

With its deep lustrous bluing it looks 
as if it's worth twice the money. I'm 
not saying that you can't get a better 
airgun than the S400, but you will be 
paying two or three times the money 
for one. 

Now that I'm leaving my job as 
editor, I thought it was time to put 
my money where my mouth is and 
buy an S400. It's a fantastic airgun - I 
know because I've been using it for 
the last couple of years - and it fitted 
my budget perfectly. What more could 
you want? Well, there are a lot of other 
rifles I'd like to buy, but those will 
have to wait for the time being. ■ 
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Largest suppHer in the south west for all 
makes of air-guns, rifles and shotguns, 
ammunition and shooting accessories- 


WILTSHIRE 

SHOOTING 

CENTRE 


• Indoor air-gun range - 25 yard. 

• Large stock of reloading equipment. 

• Easy parking. 

• Bottle and gun charging facilities. 


Become a member today and receive exclusive 
benefits and offers 



Pop in or complete an 
application form on our website 

Find us on Facebook 



WILTSHIRE SHOOTING CENTRE, The Ranges, Station Road, Devizes, 
Wiltshire, SN10 1BZ • Phone: 01380 727282 • Fax: 01300 721421 
Emai I : sa les@ wiltsfii resh ooti ngcentrexo . u k 
View our gun stock at: www.wiitshrreshootingcentre-cc.uk/sales 


Park Street Guns 

Est 1987 

r Credit Offered Subject to Status 

BSA PCP BONANZA! 

0% Instant Finance available on ALL BSA PCP Kitsl 

• • • ““TT ,-rT Pq jr ^xa m pie: ; r ; 

I 

RIOVC Super Carbine 

with BSA 4-12x44 AD Mil Dot scope, gtinsllp, pellets targets 
KIT PRICE £879. £439.50 DEPOSIT THEN 12 MONTHS 
AT £36.62 PER MONTH AT 0% APR 

Ultra SE 


with ESA 3-0x40 AO Scope, VCR Sound Mod, gunstip, pellets & targets 
KIT PRICE £649. £324.50 DEPOSIT THEN 12 MONTHS AT £27.041 



Classic Credit also available with a minimum of 10% deposit 
and payments spread betwt^n 12 and 48 months, APR 19.9%, 
on these and any other product over £300! 

Sto(kistsof BSA, Weihrauch, Walthcr, Remington & most major makes ofairguns & acctessories. 

Tel: 01727 872646 ( www.gunshot.co.uk 

1-2 PARK STREET LANE, PARK STREET, ST. ALBANS, HERTS AL2 2NE 




NEW SHOP OPENING 
7th FEBRUARY 


Free lifetime gun Si service guarantee. 

4$ Over 1 50 gun models on display, try before you buy. 
% Huge range of shooting accessories. 

Ht Indoor rifle range with five 20 metre lanes. 
m Indoor pistol range with five 10 metre lanes. 

Gun hire and tuition available. 


Free gun range membership, 
interactive simulator shotgun training. 
Hf Birthday parties & corporate events. 
0 Gun repairs, service & bottle fills. 

41^ Bushcraft G survival equipment. 
Archery G crossbow equipment. 


HEATHFIELD - NEWTON ABBOT 


04626 242 974 wiAiw.ronnie5unshines.com 


Sabre close • Heathfield • Newton Abbot * Devon • TQ1 2 6TW Shop Open Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 5.00 
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Shooting Books & DVD's 

A SELECTION OF BOOKS 
AND DVD'S FROM 




Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts in 
action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some 
squirrels and rats 



Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts 
in action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some 
pigeons and 
crows 



aiaifcffuni^ 


Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts in 
action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some rabbits 




2015 

BUYERS 6UIDE 


ONLY 


WMATitfauy 
WHEAE lueil i1 
WtUnctdowiEliil 


The moment you've been waiting for 
has arrived because the Airgun 
World Buyers Guide 20t5 Is on sale 
now. Containing the most 
comprehensive list of airquns 
available in the UK, this booklet will 
enable you to make an informed 
choice when it comes to buying a 
new air pistol or rifle. Even 
better, the Buyers Guide 
includes features on how to 
get the best from your sport 
and raise the standard 
of your shooting. 


LIMITED P 
STOCK g 

SPORTING li 


RIFLE 


SHOOTER 


From air rifles to the 
heavy safari calibres, 
guide has it alll 
be the best, 
with tips and 
advice from 
Sporting 
Shooter’s 
experts. 
Only available 
by post or phone 


NOW AVAILABLE 


AIRGUN WORLD 


BUYERS GUIDE 2015 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 

@ 01189 742524 ^ subscriptionsave.co.uk/sliooting 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

Shooting Books Offer, Archant Speciaiist, 2-6 
~ I Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 2EG 



BOOKS H £ 1 - 50 * pfip) 

□ The Buyers Guide 15 EZ95 

□ Sporting Rifle Shooter £6,95 



DVDS (-» £ 1 - 50 * pfip) 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II 
Squirrels & Rats 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II 
Pigeons & Crows DVD 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II 
Rabbits DVD 


^Plea'se E1.5C P4P Id all prxxIuLtSi for UK Deliverv- Please add £S P£P for dofivery to Europe and the refit ol the world for $ptNlfng Riffle Stiooter end ETfOr the Airgun l^/brld Buyers 20f% For IWd's please add £Z.50 for Europe or £3.50 
for rest of YW)Nd. Arolunt Ltd, publisher of this ihagozloo, would like eo kooo ljp to dafo with eoy ioooiol orders or new DfoduotSi^rYices whioh might ho ol ioterest. Pleeso tick If you DO wlsb for Afcbsmt Ltd to contoot ycu In this woy by 
■ emdli ■ SMS, Pleaw tick If ytw would prefer WOT to receive IrformatSon by ■ post ■ phene, 'We occasloMily pass your details onto carefulfy selected companies wflw wish to contact ywi with Information a^wur their profJdcti^enrJces, please 
ikl! If you DO wislii to be roirtacted In this way by ■ email ■ SMS. Please tick it you would prefer HOT to receive such Information by ■ post ■ phorte. 










Produtis 


World Class pellets from 

Air Arms 


We at Air Arms believe that research is everything. Each component, product and accessory that carries our name 
has earned the Air Arms badge by being best in its field. The perfect air rifle requires the perfect ammunition. 

Ar Arms pellets deliver on quality and performance with a wide range of sizes and weights to suit all requirements. 
Available in;- Diabolo [Field] 4.51, 4.52, 5.51, 5.52, 6.35. [Hunter) 5.5, [Heavy) 5.52, [Express) 4.52, [Match) 4.49, 4.50. 


1383-5013, Celebrating 30 years of creativity, design and production in Britain 


You and Ain Arms 
a winning combination 

Air Arms, Unit 5/6 Hailsham Industrial Park, Diplocks Way, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3JF. www.air-arms.co.uk 

email:general@air-arms.co.uk 
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his shooting past 

Science Fiction 

Geoff had shot pistol for England and 
was then the editor of the magazine. 
He was also a science-fiction writer 
and in one of his less serious books, 
2011 Living in the Future, (published 
in 1972 and reprinted in 2010) he 
even predicted internet shopping 
and skype. Something that cements 
my cousin Geoff as one of the good 
guys is the fact that he gave me my 
first shotgun, a single-barrelled BSA 
Snipe, which I still cherish. 

Geoffs magazine was mainly about 
target shooting with firearms as well 
as airguns. The first assignment my 
dad got was to test a Feinwerkbau 
Model 300, which was a very 
expensive 10-metre match rifle. I 
remember him explaining to me 
how the shooter was isolated from 
the recoil due to a sled system that 
allowed the action to slide back, 
but the stock to remain still. I 
took very little of this in 
because all I wanted 
to do was shoot the 
damn thing. 

Setting Your Sights 

I was fascinated by the 


dioptre sight which had a rubber cup 
to stop the action hitting the shooter's 
eye as it slid back. It was like nothing 
I'd ever seen before and I'm afraid 
that at that age I couldn't really see 
the point in it. For one thing it didn't 
magnify the target and it was very 
difficult to see through. I was used to 
open sights, or a primitive scope from 
Nikko Stirling that dated back to the 
early '70s, and state-of-the-art target 
sights just didn't appeal to me. 

The next thing that amused me 
about the testing procedure was the 
fact that the target was only ten 
metres away. This seemed ridiculously 
close and I thought I could hardly 
fail to hit the bull. How wrong I was. 
Off hand I was struggling to get a 
good grouping. When I went prone, 
the groups closed up and I was rather 
pleased with my shooting. After lots 
of practice over countless days I was 
even getting good groups from a 
standing position. 

My father wrote in his feature: 
"Seeing Matthew take to shooting and 


"At that time it seemed logical 
to me that airguns were like cars in 
that the more you paid, generally 
the more powerful they were" 


In his final issue Matt Clark looks back at 


I 'm a lucky man. For more than 
seven years now I've been able to 
test every new airgun that comes 
on to the British market and explore 
the potential of hundreds of shooting 
accessories, but now that is all to come 
to an end. As I deliver my last issue, 
it's time to tell you about the journey 
that has taken me from being a reader 
of Az> Gunner to being its editor. 

My earliest memory of airgunning 
is waking up one winter's morning in 
January 1979 to find my father and my 
brother out in the fresh snow shooting 
at one of my toy soldiers. My anger at 
one of my precious infantrymen being 
used for target practice was allayed 
when they let me have a go with the 
airgun. I was only small, so they had 
to cock the old Haenel Model 320 for 
me and I had to rest it on a chair as 
well as a cushion to take a shot, but I 
was hooked. 

To my delight a few years later my 
father started to write for a shooting 
magazine called Target Gun in his 
spare time. He wasn't a journalist, but 
dad's interest in shooting had been 
rekindled by my cousin, Geoffrey 
Hoyle, when he was recuperating after 
a heart operation. 


Above: Matt's first PCP 
ms an Air Arms S200 


Right: Matt's father in 
his giory days! 


Bottom right: This is 
the magazine Matt's 
father used to write for 
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Cumbria, a keen airgun hunter and 
learned to gut and skin rabbits as well 
as prepare the odd woodpigeon for the 
pot. The only animal I refused to eat 
was rook and crow. They just didn't 
seem that appetizing and my dad let 
me off eating that quarry. 

Farming Friends 

I was lucky because Steven, my best 
friend, came from a farming family 
and they let me roam over their two 
farms with my airgun, and later my 
shotgun, to control the numerous 
pests that plagued the animals and 
feed stuffs. 

My other friend, Neil, also had a 
farm in the family and like me, he was 
a keen airgunner. We used to control 
the rats that plagued the chicken 
sheds. Armed with a BSA Meteor, a 
flashlight and my Haenel, we had a 
great time blatting rats. 

Some of my happiest times were 
spent hiding in rookeries in spring- 
time, or roaming bleak fields patch- 
worked with drystone walls, stalking 


begin to develop new skills which are 
tangible (there can be no argument 
that his next group took out the bull) 
is to see early confirmed achievement. 
The confidence engendered will help 
to improve his performance in other 
fields." 

Little did my dad know that 
this was to set me on a path to a 
future career and the Feinwerkbau 
certainly opened my eyes. Previously, 

I had thought all airguns were just 
variations of the break-barrel springer. 

I was also shocked to find that such 
an expensive airgun was actually less 
powerful than the Haenel Model 302 
that, like clothes, had by then been 
handed down to me from my brother. 
At that time, it seemed logical to me 
that airguns were like cars, in that 
the more you paid, generally the more 
powerful they were. For many years 
my dad had to field idiotic questions 
from me such as, can I make my 


"Geoff laughed at the 'amount of firepower' exhibited on the float 
with at least three shotguns and one airgun being present" 


airgun more powerful? What's the 
most powerful airgun in the world? 
How have airguns changed since you 
were a kid? and why don't the British 
Army use airguns? He always answered 
me with patience and as fully as he 
could. 

Firepower 


Cambridge he became a land agent. 
This meant he got to go shooting on 
some of the best sporting estates in 
the UK. However, he didn't like the 
idea of just killing things for the sake 
of sport and I was always taught that 
if I killed any edible quarry it should 
be prepared for the table. 

So I grew up in the wilds of 


Above; Matt did some 
shooting in the TA 


Above ieft;This is the 
feature that Matt's 
father did on the FWB 
ModeiSOO 


have a go. Indeed the interest in 
guns in my family seems to stem from 
my grandfather, who was born in a 
farming community and, after service 
in the Coldstream Guards in World War 
One, worked in the steel works, then 
the civil service. 

Sporting Shooter 

My father loved the countryside 
and wanted a job that would allow 
him to live there. After service with 
Bomber Command and graduating from 



Years later, my cousin Geoff gave 
me a picture of my father on a float, 
which celebrated 1st Baron Oswald, 
who discovered ironstone on his 
land in Lincolnshire and sold it to 
industrialists. Geoff laughed at the 
'amount of firepower' exhibited on the 
float, with at least three shotguns and 
one airgun being present. In these 
more gun-sensitive times I'm sure the 
police firearms unit would be bearing 
down on the celebrations. 

Gun laws were so relaxed in the 
1930s that my grandfather used to 
shoot his old service revolver, which 
dated from World War One, in the 
back garden and often let my dad 


Right; Another hand- 
me-down from the 
famity^aWebteyMKI 


Beiow; The Webiey 
pistoi that Matt 
inherited is stiii in its 
originai box and in 
working order 


www.airgunshooting.co.uk AIR GUNNER 75 






Above: Matt (pictured 
here with his mother) 
took a bit of a break 
from airgunning at 
university to get his 
degree 

Left: The Feinwerkbau 
Modei 300 was state 
of the art in its day, 
but now iooks a bit oid- 
fashioned 

Top: This is the 
gunned-up carnivai 
fioat. Matt's dad 
is seated on the 
right. The speiiing 
of 'Roiand' seems to 
differ from that in the 
history books 

Top right: The interest 
in shooting in the dark 
famiiy aii started with 
this man, Rowiand Hiii 
dark 


Beiow: Matt with his 
modified S4W 


Air Arms because Td never had a PCP 
before and was keen to try one. After 
buying the rifle and a pump I was 
pretty much out of cash and after 
pumping the S200 up I was pretty 
much out of breath as well. However, 

I loved the rifle and it wasn't long 
before I upgraded it for an S410. A 
multi-shot PCP was something I could 
only dream of as a kid because they 
just didn't exist in those days. 

Dream Job 

Another thing that I could only have 
dreamed of when I was a kid was to 
be editor of an airgun magazine. My 
father used to bring various shooting 
magazines home for me to read and 
one of those was the new Air Gunner. 
Even when I was a student and 
airgunning didn't occupy much of my 
time, I still bought Air Gunner and 
would dream of the time when I had 
a grown-up job and enough money to 
buy a new airgun. After all, you have 
to have dreams - and when I finally 
got that proper grown-up job, I was 
lucky enough for it to be as editor of 
Air Gunner. 

Now my time as editor has drawn to 
a close. I have enjoyed every minute of 
my time as editor and I want to thank 
you, the readers, for your support 
over the years. It was always nice to 
see you at the game fairs and British 
Shooting Show and I now go from 
being editor and return to being one 
of you, an airgunner. ■ 
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rabbits, of which there were many. 

The burbling becks (what Cumbrians 
call a stream) and glowering hills 
were the scenery of my youth. I often 
return there in my head when things 
get rough. To this day, hunting for me 
is about enjoying being outside, more 
than it is about killing things and if 
I return home empty-handed, then so 
be it. 

I also liked buying shooting gear 
and I would spend a lot of my time and 
pocket money in gunshops like Betty's 
Corner in Appleby and Charles Sykes in 
Penrith. I'm happy to say that Sykes is 
still there and so is John Norris, where 
I got a lot of clothing. 

Change 

Like many airgunners, things started 
to change in my late teens. Other 
things occupied my mind after the age 
of 18, although at university I joined 
the rifle club. However, I got bored 
with waiting around for my turn to 
shoot. My shooting friend, Peter, told 
me that he was thinking of joining 
the Officers Training Corps (OTC) 
because, "You are bound to get some 
shooting action there!" Before I knew 
it, I was undergoing an army medical, 
handed a uniform and was forced to do 
strenuous exercise whilst being sworn 
at by sergeants. 

Nevertheless, I did manage to get 
some shooting in, although that would 


often have a physical exercise element 
to it. The OTC had an indoor shooting 
range and Wednesday afternoons were 
set aside for shooting days. I seem to 
remember that we shot the standard 
army issue SA80 assault rifle with a 
.22 calibre sleeve in the barrel, which 
enabled us to use target rounds. We 
certainly got to shoot regularly, but it 
was a lot more regimented than at the 
rifle club. 

I drifted in and out of the Territorial 
Army after university and ended up in 
Milan Platoon where I learned to shoot 
the MILAN anti-tank missile system. 

I also did some work with the Media 
Operations Group (v) and travelled 
round part of the world. 


Airgunning Again 

It wasn't until I was nearly thirty 
years old that my interest in airguns 
was finally rekindled. At that time, 
a family friend persuaded me to join 
his local clay pigeon club and this got 
me back into shooting. Not only was I 
enjoying clay shooting again, but also 
my interest in airgun was reignited 
and when a man gets an interest in a 
hobby, it usually starts by buying an 
expensive bit of kit. So, I set about 
looking for an airgun to buy. 

After much deliberation my choice 
boiled down to a Weihrauch HW97 
springer, or an Air Arms S200 pre- 
charged pneumatic. I opted for the 
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Airau 


The BEST way by far to 
keep all your copies of 
Airgun World in tip-top 
condition is in our super 
quality binder. Each holds 
12 issues and costs just 
£5.99 including P&P. 
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Please send me (quantity) Airgun World Binders at £5.99 including P&P 

Name: 

Address: 


Postcode: Daytime Tel: 

I enolose a cheque/P.O. for the sum of £ (P/ease note that these binders are forA4 magazines oniy). 

Please debit my Credit card: MastercardA/isa 

Card No: QOOQ 0000 0000 0000 Expiry date: Sec code: Signature: 
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Competitions 


If you are looking for a 
holiday or short break this 
year look no further! 
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A FREE APR FOR SHOOTING ENTHUSIASTS 


FREE TO DOWNLOAD 


SPORTING SHOOTER S 
PIGEON SHOOTING APP 
IS THE ONE-STOP-SHOP 
FOR ALL YOUR PIGEON 
SHOOTING NEEDS 

It's here!! The advice from Andy Crow is 
available in the palm of your hand! From 
clothing and guns to hide equipment and 
decoys, all from the top names in shooting I 
- to help newcomers get set up and more 
experienced shots develop their skills 
further. 

Products are separated into sections with 
our selection of the best available today, 
plus links to take you straight to the website : 
where you can buy them without ever 
leaving the comfort of your sofa (or hide!). 
Torn between shotgun choices? 

A semi-auto or over-and-under? 

Check out the relevant pages to see the 
tech specs and make that crucial decision. 


Main Sponsor 

A1 DECOY 
SHOOTING SHOPJ 


Available on 

iTunes 


ALSO FEATURING BROWNINQ 



ajdW (Dbisley & many MORE! 
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Firearms Quality Airguns by John Atkins 


I 


L- 

Additional Photographs by Eberhard Groba and Nigel Allen 


■n this article, Tm showing some 
collectable obsolete airguns employing 
■traditional gunmaking materials and I 
also hope to explain why the use of modern 
materials and methods in today's airguns is 
a necessary and good evolvement, allowing 
modern airguns to be produced that are 
affordable - especially in these days of 
austerity, when there's no point in making 
products that few can afford. 

Enthusiasts naively enquire if Webley 


(having re-introduced a Tempest Centennial 
'Barrel-over-cylinder' traditional air pistol 
presented in a classic wood-and-leather 
carrying case and an attractive CO 2 version of 
their famous Webley Mk. VI Service Revolver) 
can now produce a retro copy of the long 
obsolete 'Service' Mark II air rifle exactly 
as before. This seems highly impractical 




when you think of the literally hundreds 
of separate operations and inspections 
that went into the production of this — 

rifle before it was replaced in 1946 by the 
underlever Mark III because of manufacturing 
costs. "" . 

In his classic book Gas, Air & Spring Guns of 
the World, back in 1957, W. H. B. Smith refers 
to some airguns like the Webley 'Senior' 
air pistol with no stampings used, as being 
of 'Firearms quality throughout' - meaning 
they were solidly built by gunsmiths, from 
steel. Now many military firearms use 
modern materials and pressings and the 
Austrian army Glock frame is made from 
recoil absorbing plastic, the comparison is 
probably not so clearly defined and applicable 
nowadays. 

The German Hubertus air pistol was 
another described in past reviews as 'of 
firearms quality'. Made of steel and walnut, 
my rifled barrel example s. no. 11168 is 
shown partly dismantled in Figure 1. The 
late firearms historian Bernard Hinchley 
once found a spare barrel for a Hubertus and 
also a forged steel frame and, not realising 
they were associated, he sent me the frame 
(shown in Air Gunner, April last year) as 
a gift, asking if I could identify the small 
firearm he thought the frame might had 
come from. Bernard had not seen a complete 
Hubertus air pistol before, so he'd been 
puzzled by the frame and was interested to 
know the origin. I don't know what happened 
to the barrel. 

The solid construction of the basic 
Hubertus even allowed a 'combination' 
version to be offered around 1927 to also 
fire 4mm Flobert ammunition. A Hubertus 
s. no. 8821 from Eberhard Groba's fabulous 
collection is shown in Figure 2 with the 
hinged barrel and air chamber lifted for 
breech loading. To allow this, the piston has 
been previously forced backwards into the ^ 


F f 

past reviews as ‘of firearms quaiity'. Made of steei and 
wainut, the author's rified barrei exampie s. no. 11168 is 
shown partiy dismantied 

Figure 2: Hubertus s. no. 8821. The piston having 
been previousiy forced backwards against mainspring 
pressure by pushing in the barrei untii cocked - aiiowed 
the hinged barrei and air chamber to be iifted for breech 
ioading. [Photo courtesy of Eberhard Groba] 
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rear chamber against mainspring pressure 
until cocked, by the action of pushing in the 
sliding barrel. 

The barrel of the Hubertus air pistol is 
withdrawn to the extended firing position 
after loading the pellet, as seen in Figure 3. 
These pistols were made up until around the 
mid-1930s, whilst an earlier, smaller-framed 
version of the pistol had appeared around 
the mid-'20s until replaced by the more 
powerful, larger frame model. The Haenel 
Model 28 (Figure 4) was also an air pistol of 
high-quality steel construction from a long- 
established (in 1840) maker of firearms. 

As a small boy growing up in the 1950s 
(the 'decade of DIY'), materials for making 
things were not difficult to find, but I was 
to learn that any job is hard if you haven't 
got the right tools. Td be given a set of top 
quality, adult woodworking tools by my 
parents (rather than a kid's set of toy tools) 
and after being taught the basics - like 
keeping both hands behind the chisel edges 
to avoid finger loss - 1 was left to get on with 
it. Using books, I taught myself how to cut 
basic joints and any errors I rectified with 
a filler product I found in our shed called 
Rawlplug 'Plastic Wood' - that is still going 
strong. This early formula version seemed 
to be around in the years before the other 
sophisticated and familiar fillers of today 
were developed. Even 'Polyfilla'- the cellulose- 
based wood and plaster filler wasn't invented 
until 1954 by the clever chemist Dr. Neumann 
- and I can still recall my excitement on first 


Plastic Metal 

While I was happy 
making gunstocks, I had no metalworking 
tools until later, so cutting gun frames or 
even small parts from the solid was beyond 
me and I needed some method of producing 
them. After Saturday morning Junior Art 
School (where I was sent from age eight 
by my primary school), instead of going 
straight home on the 'bus, I took to visiting 
the nearby local Woolworth store to look at 
the excellent DIY section selling surprisingly 
good-quality tools and paint. It was there I 
saw a new product, which I thought might 
be the answer to my problems - allowing 
complicated metal shapes that would be 
otherwise be impossible to form without 
tools. It was called 'Plastic Metal'. For some 
weeks I would spend all my pocket money on 
tubes of 'Plastic Metal'. 

Once I'd accumulated enough of the 
product, I made wooden moulds with dowel 
rod pegs where I wanted holes to be in my 
finished components, and tried to squeeze 
the material in. Instead of the shiny, pre- 
'drilled' steel components I'd hoped would 
be dropping out my moulds, crumbly, grey 
lumpy shapes appeared, which fell to bits 



Figure 3: The barrel of the Hubertus air pistol is 
withdrawn to the extended firing position after loading 
the pellet [Photo courtesy of Eberhard Groba] 


Figure 4: The Haenel Model 28 was also an air pistol of 
high-guality steel construction from a long-established 
(in 1840) maker of firearms 


Figure 5: Top: Early Webiey Mark HI air rifle breech 
area with nicely shaped solid steel loading tap lever. 
Below: Later, replaced by a sintered bar-shaped 
component part no. 1003 from early 1966. 

Centre: Broken sintered tap lever found on the lower 
rifle, since replaced. 
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when I handled them. After many failed 
attempts, I realised, with sadness, 'Plastic 
Metal' of the 1950s was not a suitable 
product for casting gun parts from! It was 
probably for some other use but I never 
read the tube to learn whai, that was. Unlike 
the tough metal epoxy putty oTtodftyJJiat 
can apparently be drilled, tapped, filed and 









machined, my early 'Plastic Metal' seemed to 
have no tensile strength whatsoever. 

•^.^-J^iL^cgh^d experiments were not a 
million miles “cTway^rom the way sintered 
steel components are made today in one 
respect, this being - it's less labour intensive 
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and expensive to have the holes moulded in 
the die or mould, to save costly machining 
later, but in my case I was just thinking 
ahead, as I didn't possess a drill. 

Top of Figure 5 is an early Webley Mark 
III air rifle showing the breech area with 
nicely-shaped, solid steel loading tap lever. 

On the later versions of the Mark III (seen 
lower) this was replaced by a sintered bar- 
shaped component part no. 1003 for the 
reason of cost reduction from around early 
1966. Between the two rifles I've included 
(balanced on the cap of my Pritt glue stick 
to raise it into focus) the broken sintered 
tap lever found on the lower rifle. I've since 
replaced by a new sintered component I 
bought directly from Webley many years ago. 
No, it wasn't me who chewed up the screw 
slot - that was already damaged. Sintered 
material is normally durable and can be very 
strong and to be fair to the sintered lever, we 
don't know the circumstances of it breaking. 
While there are no hammer marks on it, the 
tap might have been seized up and excessive 
pressure exerted on it without first trying 
some suitable release fluid. (I did buy it from 
a person built rather like a gorilla - but she 
was a very pleasant woman who let me have 
the rifle for £25). 

While I'm no expert on powder metal 


Figure 6: Even solid steel can break at vulnerable 
points. See the missing thumb lever from the stirrup of 
the older Webley ‘Senior' at the top 

Figure 7: Possibly unused, official Webley photograph 
of the 'Senior' taken late 1930s by Monger & Merchant, 
Commercial Photographers of London 

Figure 8: Sterling HR 81 underlever air rifle s. no. 1023 
and carton. Standard. 22" early production example 
with bolt action and fitted sigh ts from the Webley 
Airgun Museum Collection. [Photo courtesy of Nigel 
Allen] 


technology, to briefly explain what sintered 
metal is, it's a type of metal that's undergone 
the sintering process during which powdered 
metal is heated below the point of melting 
until the particles form a molecular bond. The 
three main stages are powdering, moulding 
and compacting. The steel ore is turned into 
powder by one of four ways - one of which 
is grinding. Blending takes place with the 
metal powders mixed with other alloys and/ 
or lubricants to produce ingredients uniform 
in composition. A compaction stage comes 
next with the powder packed into the die or 
mould at room temperature and subject to 
compacting pressures of maybe 30 or 50 tons 
per square inch. 

During the sintering process, the pressed 
parts are heat-treated to fuse or bond 
together the pressed powder particles. Among 
the many secondary operations like reaming 
and grinding, the sintered metal may be 
re-pressed to reduce the porosity. You may 
have noticed that sintered parts on airguns 
can often soak up oil like a sponge. In some 
applications, like bearings, this is a good 
thing in order to retain lubrication. The 
uneven particles can blunt machining tools, 
so while easy to shape, sintered metal can be 
hard to machine or polish. 

Even solid steel can break at vulnerable 
points. See the missing, snapped-off thumb 
lever of the older Webley 'Senior' at the 
top of Figure 6. It's always best with very 
old 'Seniors' to protect the component by 
drawing back the top (as you would with 
a Mk. I style sliding top latch) to avoid 
breakage of the thumb lever. The sintered 
metal component replacing this stirrup 
catch on the later 'Premier' model had a 
much wider, circular boss for strength at ^ 


Figure 8 
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this point around the stirrup pivot screw. 
Unfortunately, it didn't polish up nicely like 
the rest of the 'Premier', presumably because 
of its granular structure. 

I'm including the old mono photograph as 
Figure 7 as it's an official Webley photograph 
of the 'Senior' taken late 1930s by Monger 
& Marchant, Commercial Photographers of 
London. Believed intended for use in late 
1930s Webley catalogues, but not used to the 
best of my knowledge - although it might 
have appeared in some pre-war magazine I 
haven't seen. Arthur Peter Monger and Harold 
Read Marchant had a studio in Chancery 



Lane, Holborn in 1917-1940. This 
fine photograph and another from 
the same session were found in a 
bent and dilapidated state among 
Webley archive publicity material 
and I've restored both, thanks to 
the wonders of 'Photoshop'. 

Back in November 1977, my 
late friend, Dennis Commins, 
the Guns Review air gun writer 
quite innocently, but wrongly, 
referred to the alloy used in the 
construction of the new BSA 
Buccaneer air rifle as 'Monkey 
MetaT - using the expression as 
used by metalworkers to describe 
anything other than plain steel. 
BSA possibly complained - as 
Dennis retracted with a: 'Monkey 
metal' - no! heading the next 
month, saying the term used to 
be derogatory and he really must 
not use it as he'd proved from his 
own experiments that 'modern 
materials' are just as good as 
their predecessors. 'Monkey Metal' 
was just another name for 'pot 
metal' - used to describe non- 
ferrous scrap from manufacturing 
gathered up in a workshop and 
melted down in one pot to cast 
inferior products of no fixed or standardised 
ingredients. 

sterling HR 81 

The sterling HR 81 underlever .22 sporting 
air rifle appeared in 1982. Letters published 
in Airgun World in May of that year were from 
both Sterling supporters and critics - one 
calling it a 'Heath Robinson' contraption - 
quite unfairly in my opinion. I'm indebted 
to Nigel Allen for the photograph in Figure 
8 he took while at Webley & Scott, of a 
Sterling HR 81 underlever air rifle s. no. 1023 
and carton. Standard .22" early production 
example with bolt action and fitted sights, 
this rifle was part of the Webley Airgun 
Museum Collection before it was sold in 
June 2006. The Collection included a few 
non-Webley items because all big firms buy 
examples of rival manufacturers' products in 
order to see what they are up to. 

Figure 9 is reproduced from the early 'i-r 
'80s Sterling Armament Company Ltd. Guns 
& Accessories catalogue advertising the 
HR 81 along with inexpensive imported air 
pistols in this airgun section among the 
pages of Armalite AR-180 5.56 mm rifles and 
Sterling Mark 8, 9mm sub-machine carbines. 
Advertised as 'manufactured entirely from 
steel, and no plastic or Mazak castings are 
used in its construction'. Mazak being zinc- 
based alloy. 

The Stering HR 81 had a good open 



rearsighj^with a fully adjustable sintered steel 
blade. It was mounted on the breech block 
as shown in Figure 10 and, while allowing a 


long scope to be fitted, it was situated rather 
too far forward to suit some shooters w^io 
enjoy using open sights. 

Figure 1 1 details the foresight unit 
combined with the cocking lever catch 
underneath. Both my- Sterlings have this 
component finished in 'crackle black'- 
rather than colour-hardened, as earlier 
examples appear to be. To match them, the 
trigger guards are also finished in black 
crackle enamel. The latch of the HR 81 
wasn't positive enough to fit a sling to the 
underlever - that improvement had to wait 
for the later HR 83 model, appearing in early 
1983 complete with a fully adjustable (and 
troublesome) two-stage trigger unit with no 
fewer that 18 parts - if you include pins and 
springs. Over hardening of sears, making 
them brittle, contributed to Sterling soon 
reverting to a slightly improved two-piece 
trigger for the HR 83. 

At the top of Figure 12 is my HR 81 s. no. 
4050 with Sterling Bisley deluxe 4 x 32 wide 
Japanese scope and lower boxed example 
s. no. 3245 in mint condition. The Sterling 
catalogue stated accuracy was better than 
a 2-inch group at 45 yards. After a five-day 
wait for still conditions, I tried out both my 
.22" Sterlings on an outdoor range measuring 
out the 41 metres with a surveyor's tape. I 
swapped the Sterling 4 x 32 armoured scope 
around on both examples, firing at a target '' 
with an 8-inch outer blue ring and a 2 -inch ' 

Figure 9: Airgun page from the eariy '80s Steriing 
Armament Company Ltd. Guns & Accessories cataiogue 
aiso advertised inexpensive imported airpistois 

Figure 10: Good open rearsights with a fuiiy adjustabie 
sintered biade are mounted on the Steriing breech 
biock aiiowing a iong scope to be fitted 

Figure 11: The foresight unit combined with the cocking 
iever catch underneath on both Steriings tested is 
finished in 'crackie biack'- rather than coiour-hardened 
as some other exampies 

Figure 12: Top: HR 81 s. no 4050 with Steriing Bisiey 
deiuxe 4x32 wide Japanese scope and iower boxed 
exampie s. no. 3245 in mint condition 

Figure 13: The loading port aiiows straight-iine ioading 
to breech via a cutaway forming a trough 

Figure 14: The best 10-shot group achieved at 45 yards 
(approx. 41 metres) with the Steriing HR 81 put 4 in the 
2 inch biack (as the originai accuracy specification) 
proving the ciaim was guite feasibie in the hands of a 
better and more practiced shot than i 
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Figure 12 


black using a variety of both German and 
British roundheads. Tm rusty, as Tve had no 
time to practise shooting recently and my 
target cards seemed a very long away. The 
Sterling isn't pellet fussy and the unique 
loading port (Figure 13) allows straight line 
loading to breech via a cutaway forming a 
trough, with the pellet pushed forward into 
the integral sizing chamber by the action of 
working the spring-loaded bolt/pellet pusher 
forward to close. 

I found the rifles top heavy, even without 
the Sterling 'scope on, so resisted the 
temptation to fit a bigger 'scope that might 
increase the problem. It's fair criticism to say 
the underlever is where the barr.el should 
be and barrel is in the normal sightline. The 
superb polishing and bluing must have cost a 
fortune in labour. It looks like what the old- 
^ have called an 'engineer's 
gun' - not a '^tlTun^ker's gun'. 

With open sights (square notch and 
both tapered post and bead foresights) 
and without a rifle rest, I managed to get 
all the roundheads onto the 14-inch by 
10-inch card, although many were way 
, outside the concentric rings and my lack of 
practice showed. On one card, half of them 
.were hitting the rhino in the back legs or 
^hindquarters. Appalling shooting and if I 
continued to wound him, the African Game 


Department would probably have my licence 
taken away, but I can always blame my 
ancient, hard contact lenses - as I've worn 
this same pair every day for the last 44 years 
without losing them and eyesight tests show 
them to be a little too strong as my eyesight 
has improved with age of late. 

The best 10-shot group achieved at 45 
yards (approx. 41 metres) is reproduced as 
Figure 14 where the Sterling HR 81 put four 
in the 2 -inch black (as the original accuracy 
specification) proving the claim was quite 
feasible in the hands of a better and more 
practiced shot than I am. Four more fell in 
the 3-inch ring and the remaining two in the 
4.5-inch ring, the roundheads tearing the 


Figure 14 


paper target I'd 'Spraymounted' onto thin 
hard card to give it some rigidity. When I 
tried to scan the best card to use here, the 
'flaps' torn by the pellets closed up again. So 
I've had to ring them in red in the hope the 
pellet entry can be better seen. 

Both rifles shoot smoothly, the simple 
two-piece trigger units work well with 
a combination of adjustments to sear 
engagement and pull weight. Love them or 
loathe them. Sterlings will become very much 
sought after by collectors of the future as a 
throwback to the days of beautifully polished 
and richly blued steel made by traditional 
gunmakers sadly gone. ■ 


STERLING HR 81 

Yards 2 inch black 
10-shot string 


45 


Figure 13 
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Now you can view manufacturers’ and UK distributors’ catalogues in 
a unique page-turning viewer, with video, web links and much more! 


Visit www.guntradegateway.co.uk - a website 
that showcases all the nnajor manufacturers 
and distributors’ brochures ... 


Locate the company or product you’re after 
by searching, using keywords ... and click! 


View the manufacturer’s catalogue online! Less 
paper, and instant access, with direct links to 
the manufacturer’s website. 


All your shooting needs, from rifles & ammo to gundogs, In one place 
Compare products and prices from all the major manufacturers. 


For more information emaii Dan Chart: dan.chart@archant.co.uk 
or Sharon Blick: sharon.biick@archant.co.uk 





Charlie McFee relives some old-fashioned fun with some new darts 



W hen I was a kid we all wanted 
to have airgun darts, however 
they were in short supply 
and tended to get lost somehow, 
most probably because we shot at 
daft targets, like apples. Don't ask me 
why. I guess we hoped that something 
spectacular would happen, but of 
course, it didn't. There was also the 
claim that if you shot their steel 
bodies through a rifled barrel, it would 
cause damage, but while introducing 
their new Black Mohawk Airgun Darts, 
Milbro claim that's not true. They 
asked me to produce evidence of such 
damage which I couldn't, so I'll have to 
take their word for it. 


Not So Simple 

Although darts appear to be simple 
things, they are apparently difficult 
to make. In fact, only one German 


manufacturer is able to do it, so Milbro 
sourced the South American mohair 
and brought it to the UK for colouring. 
It's then shipped to Germany where 
it's applied to the steel dart by a 
special technique that ensures that it's 
strongly attached. Milbro chose a range 
of colours to allow each shooter to see 
where their shot landed, especially 
important if you're playing darts. 

To have some fun, I bought a £20 
cheapo dartboard that has a concentric 
target painted on the back, which 
appealed to me more than the front. 

To shoot them, I chose a Grosman 
pump-up because it would allow me to 
adjust the power level. I didn't know 
how much power I'd need to stabilise 
the darts and this way I could choose. 

I also liked the recoilless nature of the 
pistol. 

It loads via a small bolt action which 


Above: Accuracy 
was good enough to 
be a real test of the 
shooter's skill 


SPECS 


.177 £9.99 
.22 £11.99 

Packs of 20 
www.milbro.co.uk 


Below: Our Art 
Director did a Robin 
Hood and shot one into 
another 


Left: The simple 
Crosman pump- up 
proved ideal for a game 
of darts 


makes a challenge of getting the dart 
seated deeply enough, but a poke with 
a matchstick soon overcame that one. 
With the dart board at six yards, we 
began shooting and were surprised at 
the accuracy. 

We soon worked out that three 
pumps were enough and were getting 
decent accuracy, but there was a 
temptation to move back to see 
how we could do at longer range. 
Unsurprisingly, accuracy fell away 
quickly and the occasional dart failed 
to stick in and bounced off onto 
the floor. Perhaps that distance was 
too much for a low-power pistol to 
manage. 

Back at exactly 7' 9V4" (the official 
darts distance from the oche) we found 
much more fun because we were able 
to hit with reasonable consistency. 
Hitting is motivating, missing too 
much isn't, and more than anything 
this game needs to be fun. The darts 
stuck in deeply, needing pliers to get 
them out sometimes, which served as a 
warning to any idiot who might think 
it funny to shoot at a friend with 
them. They'll do every bit as much 
damage as a pellet, so don't think 
they won't. They're great fun, though, 
and many a cold winter night could 
be brightened up with a good game of 
indoor airgun darts. ■ 
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IT’S YOUR 
MAGAZINE 

We want to create a magazine that meets 
your needs and one you can't wait to read 


each month. To help us to keep improving 
Air Gunnen we would like you to answer 
the questions below and give us your 
views. You can photocopy the page if you 
don’t want to ruin your magazine, or email 
me your answers. ‘Starter for Ten’ will be 


published most months, but the questions 
will vary from time to time. If you have any 
suggestions, then don’t hesitate to email 
or write to us. Through listening to what 
you have to say, we want to represent that 
and celebrate everything about our hobby. 






The 2015 Buyers Guide 


BRITAIH'S BIGGEST SElilNG AIRGUH MAGAZIHE 



"^2015 

BUYERS GUIDE 



WHAT to buy 
WHERE to get it 
WHAT to do with it 


WHAT to buy 
WHERE to get it 
WHAT to do with it 


The Airgun World Buyers Guide 2015 
contains the most comprehensive list of 
airguns available in the UK, this booklet 
will enable you to make an informed 
choice when it comes to buying a new 
air pistol or rifle. Even better, the 
Buyers Guide includes features on how 
to get the best from your sport and 
raise the standard of your shooting. 



www.airgunshooting.co.uk 


ORDER YOUR COMPLETE 
AIRGUIMNING GUIDE TODAY: 
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Above: The Wolverine 
B is getting some hard 
useage 


Main: Jerry is using his 
Jack Pyke effectively 
and concealing himself 
well 


and what you can afford. Having a 
good scope and getting to know your 
rifle (and its limits) is paramount. 

For beginners, setting up targets 
somewhere safe to shoot, and practise, 
is crucial before turning your sights 
on live quarry. We also use shotguns 
and rimfire rifles (.17 hmr and or .22 
Ir) where needed. A few of the Rangers 
use a moderated 410 shotgun in noise- 
sensitive areas. 

Clothing 

Also an essential piece of kit! Choosing 


Jerry Moss takes us through the kit he uses to 
control the greys 


T he Penrith and District Red 

Squirrel Society is often asked for 
information on how best to tackle 
problems with grey squirrels. The 
people requesting this advice range 
from those who have issues with greys 
taking over the garden, stealing all the 
bird feed and causing general havoc, 
to gamekeepers whose woodlands have 
become overrun. It isn't always the 
'how' they are after, but more about 


which tools are the best ones control 
the vermin. 

So, this month (and continued in 
next month's edition) we will be giving 
you a definitive kit list that we use as 
red squirrel rangers, in our endeavours 
to protect this endangered species. 

Air Rifle, Shotgun and Rimfire Rifles 

An essential piece of kit! With a 
wide variety of options on the market 
it is down to personal preference. 


Below: Binos save you 
looking through your 
rifle scope to check out 
a potential target 

1 



the right clothing can certainly help 
in your endeavours when out hunting. 
Knowing your permission and taking 
in to account the season (i.e. winter, 
leaf on the ground, frost/snow). Using 
your camo to help you to blend in with 
your surroundings, is essential. 

Footwear choice is also important. 
Trainers are no good when facing 
demanding terrain, so a good, sturdy, 
waterproof pair of boots is often best. 
We use Jack Pyke gear because the 
company has a good range of camo 
patterns and, having been used on a 
daily basis (often seven days a week). 
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their clothing has more than stood up 
to the tasks demanded upon it. My 
general rule is: cover as much skin as 
possible and stay warm and dry. 

Binoculars 

If you are out stalking, or sitting 
watching a feeder, it's good to have 
a set of binoculars. It's good practice 
to use binoculars when you have seen 
movement in the distance, rather than 
raising your rifle to use the scope. 
After all, if you are not sure what it is 
in the distance, you don't know what 
you are pointing your rifle at. 

Thermal-imaging Camera and 
Lanyard 

We use FLIR thermal-imaging cameras 
due to the nature of our job, and the 
importance of tracking down greys 
as soon as possible when near areas 
of red squirrel populations. Although 
expensive, they are highly effective 
for spotting squirrels, often at some 
distance when patrolling woods. The 
lanyard can be very handy for when 
cycling between camera, binoculars 
and rifles, having them all at hand. 


Radios 

Especially when working in pairs or 
more and using firearms it is not only 
a fantastic way to stay safe, but also 
to let one another know what you 
have seen, where it is you are moving 
to, and if you require assistance. We 
use the Mitex (licensed) 5Watt radios, 
giving us superb range. 

Knife 

Knives can be needed for several 
reasons when out hunting, from 
setting up feeders/traps, to skinning/ 
gutting your quarry. Make sure you 
are aware of the laws when carrying 
knives, for example it is illegal to carry 
a knife in public without good reason - 
unless it's a knife with a folding blade 
three-inches long (7.62 cm) or less, eg. 
a Swiss Army knife. 

Lock knives (knives with blades that 
can be locked when unfolded) are not 
folding knives, and are illegal to carry 
in public without good reason. 

I'm sure much of the above is 
obvious to the veterans of the hunting 
world out there, but this may help, 
especially to those new or wishing to 


Top right: A thermal 
imager helps the group 
to spot greys in the 
branches very guickly 



Above: It's good to 
talk, and letting your 
shooting buddy know 
where you are is 
essential 


enter the world of vermin control. 

We have certainly found that 
sharing one another's ideas and 
practices often helps us progress, and 
we'd love to hear from you if you have 
any ideas, practices you use or general 
comments/questions. 

Look out for next month's edition 
when we will finish off our kit 
list. ■ 



INFORMATION 

For more information or to 
make a donation visit: www. 
penrithreclsquirrels.org.uk, email 
i nfo@penrithredsquirreis. org. uk or 
call 07751 887494 
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you DO NOT have to be a registered firearms dealer (RFD) to sell your airgun as part of a private transaction, 
and this transaction DOES NOT have to be ‘face to face’ - though you must ensure the buyer is over 18 years of age. 


Are you looking to sell a gun? Dedicated gun enthusiasts read Air 
Gunner eyery month; if you’re looking to sell then they’re looking 
to buy! Alternatively, is there a gun you’ve been trying to find? Are 
you a collector or just looking for a particular treat? For all your 
buying and selling needs, Swap Shop is here! For only £4.00 (40 
words max) your advert will appear in the next issue of Air Gunner 
and on our website. We are now able to accept your advert at www. 
airgunshooting.co.uk or by post addressed to Air Gunner Swap 


Shop, Evolution Flouse, 2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, RG40 
2EG Please include your name, address, telephone number and a 
maximum of 40 words and make all cheques or PD’s payable to Air 
Gunner’. Get your information to us by 10th MARCFI for your chance 
to be in our MAY issue. We cannot guarantee which issue your advert 
will appear in. Please note that we cannot take your advert over the 
phone, though for any further information call Sharon on 01189 742 
524 


BSAAIRSP0RTER.22 MKII £150, 
Diana 27 £60, post war Diana 25, 
made in Great Britain £55, Webley 
Vulcan MKl £80, Diana Model 
15 post war £30. Wanted - front 
sight for L. Jefferies u/l air rifle 7th 
batch (1907) plus front sight for L. 
Jefferies air rifle S no. 640 

1st batch, back sight blade and 
wheel for pre-war Diana 27. Tel. 
0121 477 9401 (Birmingham). 

AIR BOTTLE 12LTR 300 BAR, hose 
gauge and bleed £175. Tel: 0116 
220 4446 (Leicester). 

COLLECTOR HAS CASH waiting for 
air canes and old airguns of all 
types, also flintlock and percussion 
items. Tel: 01234 851424 
(Bedford) 

AIR ARMS TX200 .22 springer with 
Hawke scope, as new plus FX hand 
pump £550. Tel: 01536 483642 
(Northants). 

UN-USED AIRFORCE One Trophy 
Vermin .22 single-shot pistol, 
ergonomic beech grip, cased, plus 
1000 Air Arms pellets, ten Bisley 
Co2 capsules all for £170. Hawke 
Eclipse scope IR 4-16 x 50 AO, 
mil-dot reticle, as new boxed with 
manual £60 inc post. Bergara all 
terrain chair with turntable seat all 
quickly dismantles, light and tough, 
into canvas satchel, condition 
as new £70. Tel: 01702 200718 
(Essex). 


WANTED - DIANA MOD 300R 
preferably NIB and unfired. Will 
also consider Diana Mod 75 
with left hand stock but must be 
excellent condition, preferably 
boxed. Tel: 07531 626170 
(Ormskirk) 

WEIHRAUCH HW45 SILVER Star, 
only fired about 200 times. Mint 
condition, never dropped. Only 
change from standard is the 
grip securing screws have been 
changed to stainless steel. Boxed 
and comes with pistol slip. Can 
send pictures to email address, 
£195.00. Tel: 07902 963266 
(Wiltshire ). 

HW80 .22, mint condition, less 
than 70 shots fired. Kept in 
sheepskin gun slip all its life, 
£250.00. Webley Nemesis .177, 
mint condition and in original box, 
less than 70 shots £65 ono. Tel: 
07872 475143 (Kent). 

WEIHRAUCH 100S .22, silencer, 
Hawke 6-24 x 50, Mil-dot, excellent 
condition, 2 mags, 3 litre air bottle 
and bag. HW90K .22, Hawke 3-9 
X 50 scope, silencer and bag, good 
condition. Millita .177 No. 24560 
with bag. RO 72.177, No. 025898. 
Tel: 01427 612693 (Lincolnshire). 

LEUPOLD VXII 3-9 X 33 EER fine 
duplex gold ring telescopic sight. 
Brand new and unused, cost £470, 
unwanted gift £375. Tel: 0174 
9841774 (Somerset). 


BRATTON SOUND GUN SAFE, holds 5 
scoped rifles, has internal lockable 
cabinet for pellets etc, 2 sets of 
keys, POA. Tel: 07762 569054 
(Hertfordshire). 

AIR ARMS S400 Superlite Classic 
.177 with Hawke Eclipse 4-16 x 50 
AlOR scope and silencer adaptor 
with HW silencer. Rowan Hamster 
and sling, £475.00. CSIOOO walnut 
target stock £200.00. Grosman 
Nitro Venom Dusk .177 with 3-9 x 
32 Centrepoint scope £95.00. Tel: 
07762569054 (Hertfordshire). 

WEBLEY & SCOTT MK2 service 
air rifle .22 serial no.S5661, 
early example, in vgc, cased (not 
original), £400. Webley & Scott 
.177 air pistol, patent applied for, 
early example, serial no. 1247, vgc. 
Buyer collects. Tel: 0161 4424158 
(Stockport). 

REMINGTON EXPRESS RIFLE .177, 

very accurate, very little use, in 
pristine condition with scope 
or red dot. Received very good 
review in Airgun World. £140.00 
Tel:07890781668 (Leics). 

UNDERLEVER AIR RIFLES wanted, 
pre 1960s, especially BSA, Haenel, 
Original, BSE, Webley, and any 
other spring operated items such 
as Britannia, Greener, Webley 
MKII service etc. 

Also air pistols and items for use 
as spares or restoration. Tel:01689 


852862 (Kent). 

WEIHRAUCH HW45 air pistol 2006 
.177, very good condition. Can 
be sent by post £135.00 ovno. 
Tel:0121 2464819 (Birmingham). 

BSA RIO .22, complete with scope 
and Weihrauch silencer, £240 
ono. Reason for sale - recently 
upgraded. Tel: 07974 375334 
(Surrey). 

THEOBEN GSX 600 .22 with 
thumbhole stock, adjustable butt 
pad. 12 shot mag, 180cc tube, 
charging lead, 3-9 x 50 AG PX 
Tasco scope, made in Japan. All 
in mint condition, £700 ono. Tel: 
07787 140456 (S.Yorkshire). 

10 LITRE 232 BAR air cylinder 
complete with gauge, hose and 
rubber boot. All as new £135 
(plus carriage or collect). Burris 
4 X Shortmag, outstanding small 
scope, made in USA. 

New still in box £100. Tel: 01977 
661671 (Yorkshire). 

WEIHRAUCH HW100 KT .22, only 2 
V 2 years old with MTC Mamba lite 
4-16 X 44, Jack Pyke studs and 
sling. Excellent condition and just 
serviced so no leaks. Comes with 2 
magazines and fill probe £600. Tel: 
07765 4666563 (Hampshire). 


The editor reserves the right to edit adverts as may be required. Swap Shop is a service offered to readers who wish to undertake private transactions between themselves. There is no 
need for such transactions to be made face to face (unless an airgun is FAC-rated), but Air Gunner requests that all due caution is excercised when buying or selling an airgun. You must 
adhere to the current airgun laws. You can’t buy an airgun if you are under 18 years old. The Swap Shop is not offered to those who sell airguns as part of a business. 
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DO YOUR BIT 


HELP OUR HEROES 


HElP/o 


HEROE 


HELP /or 
HEROES 


*You will be charged £5 plus your standard network rate. £5 goes directly to helping our Heroes. Telephone Helpline 01494 750500. 


To donate by phone, please call 01725 514 130 
or Text 'Hero' to 70900 to donate £5* 
Registered charity number 1120920 


www.helpforheroes.org.uk 



NEXT MONTH 



FIT FOR PURPOSE 

Jerry Moss shows you more of the kit that 
makes him a successful pest controller 


buyamag.co.uk 

Great magazines direct to your door 


NEW POP 

VUe have an exclusive new rifle for our Big Test 

PISTOL PERFECTION 


Will Gary’s practice with an air pistol help him 
shoot a Magnum? 




Now you can get the 
Air Gunner App - go to 
the App Store via iTunes! 



Now you can buy singie 
issues of Air Gunner 
online -go to 


www.buyamag.co.uk/airgunner 







PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS! 


UKT: 0044 (O) 151 604 1788 

FRANCE T: 0033 (0) 3277 45145 

M: 0044 (O) 7768 406377 

M: 0033 (O) 6500 74421 

E: fireball|iel@aol.com 

E: fireball|iel@aol.com 



WMMPark, I nrhrTrfnTr Fni ir ^WTf? TfDZ 

email Mles(gbffleSpon^b^j ;; 


Shop Online ® WWW.bOWSportS.com 



CaUALITY AIR GUN ACCESSORIES 

4 ^ 


CHAfRt3ll\lt3 EfaUIPMEIMT 


r=ILL LIIMES fiL f=ITTII\l€3S 



CUSTtDM MADE PARTS 


r=F 9 EE CATALOtSUE AVAILABLE 


FREE UK 
DELIVERY I 

ORDERS 0/ER £10 \ 


0845 456 1185 moim-phi 9-s 


best-fittings c- k 



THE IMEW PROTON FAMILY LEAD-FREE DIABOLO 


Tungsten Zinc 


LEAD FREE * HARD-HITTIIMG PELLETS 
« ROCKET MATERIAL « IMON-TOXIC 


TOMORROW’S TECHNOLOGY TOOAY BY L J CAMMELL (MERSEYSIDE) LTD 


UKT: 0044 (0) 151 604 1788 
M: 0044 (0) 7768 406377 

E: fireballpel@aol.coni 


FRANCE T: 0033 (0) 3277 45145 
M: 0033 (0) 6500 74421 

E: fireballpel@aol.coni 



Enjoy all the 
benefits SS A 
brings including 
up to £2 million . 
third party liability ^ 
insurance, 
covering Sporting, 
Shot Guns, Rifle j 
and Airguns . : 



CREATED TO UNLOCK THE ACCURACY OF YOUR AIR WEAPON 

Pellet perfect - the pellet sample pack and air gun accessory 
company. Over 300 pellet types in stock. 



us on 

TEL: 0113 31 41 365 

Orders taken via secure website. World wide shipping service available, email for prices. 


AIR GUN ROUGH SHOOTING 

JUNCTION 6 M25 (GODSTONE) 


12 months SSA Membership ONLY £21.95 by 
Direct Debit or £25.95 by credit/debit card 


Join today for instant cover 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LSALIF4A 
@ 0844 848 8058 quote lsalif4A 


RELAXED AND 
INFORMAL SHOOT 

BEGINNERS WELCOME 

DAY TICKET ONLY 


BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p p/mln; calls made from mobiles will vary. Lines open 8am-9.30pm Mon-FrI, 8am-4pm Sat. Provide your 
email address for Instant cover. # Third parly liability indemnity - excess £250 properly damage only. The public liability insurance is arranged by 
Arthur J. Gallagher insurance brokers limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. T&Cs: Direct Debit is a UK offer 
only and will be taken annually. Details of the Direct Debit guarantee are available on request. Allow up to 1 4 days for the preparation of your 
membership documents. You will be instantly insured subject to your payment being successfully processed. You will need to provide your SSA 
membership number to benefit from the special offers, for more information please visit www.sportingshooter.co.uk/ssa. Offer ends 30/06/1 5 


TEL: 0208 676 9939 

EMAIL: foxcatcherphil@virginmedia.com 
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Directory Key: Trade Associations: 


BASC Trade ■; 
Member ' 


frGTA Trade countryside 

f Member ALLIANCE 


Countryside Alliance 
Trade Member 


Items stocked: 


Equiprne 



CENTRAL 


BROM SPORTS 


Brom Sports, 66 Widemarsh St 
Hereford HR49HG 
Tel: 01432 344610 
Web: www.bromsports.co.uk 
Email: bromsportshereford@yahoo.co.uk 
Opening hours: Open 9 ’till 5 Tuesday to Saturday 
Bank holiday Mondays 10am - 3pm 
Credit cards: 



HEREFORD’S AIRGUN SPECIALISTS. A large range of Air guns 
and accessories available including: Air Arms, BSA, Daystate, 
Webley, Crossman, SMK, Hawke and many more. Also available. 
Air Cylinder charging. Archery, Crossbows, Soft Air, Repairs & 
servicing and much more. A family friendly outlet, with help and 
advice always available. 


KEXBY FIELD SPORTS 


High Street, Kexby, Gainsborough, 

DN21 5LZ 

Tel: 01427 787157 
Mob: 07776 282324 
Email: kexbycountrystore@btinternet.com 
Opening hours: 8.30-7.00 Mon-Fri. 8.30-5.30 Sat 
9.00-12.00 Sun 

Credit cards: QS EQ ^ 



CITY AIRWEAPONS LINCOLN LTD 


154a Newark Road, lifiKUiz: 

Lincoln LN5 8QJ 
Tel: 01522 576238 
Web: www.cityairweaponslincoln.co.uk 
Credit cards: QS Q 



Mail order to other RFDs. Theoben Specialist including FAC. 

Combo deals available on new and used air weapons. Probably the 
best prices in the area. Cash for Airweapons. Part X welcome. 
Specialist repairs. Classic airweapons bought and sold. FAC 
conversions. On-site charging facilities. Large selection of pellets, 
quantity discounts. 


MELBOURNE TACKLE AND GUN 


64 Church Street, Melbourne 
Derbyshire DE73 8EJ 
Tel: 01 332 862091 


Email: melbournegun@tiscali.co.uk 
Web: melbournegun.com 
Cpening hours: 9.00-5.30 every day 
except Sunda y, _ 

Credit cards: 'CS ~ Q ^ 


BA.SCf4i 


A busy gun shop established for over 20 years, selling an 
extensive range of new and secondhand shotguns, sporting 
rifles and air rifles with all ammunition and equipment. 

A large range of outdoor waterproof clothing. Part exchange 
welcome. Secondhand guns wanted. Gunsmith available. 


New and used air rifles. Most leading brands stocked. 

Part exchange a pleasure. Try before you buy. 

Scopes, lamps, slings, gun bags, clothing, boots, wellingtons, 
camo nets, poles, decoys etc. 

Everything you need to get started or uprade! 


THE GUN CENTRE 


71 Blaby Road, South Wigston, Leicester,LE184PB 
Tel: 01 16 2786552 


NEW GUNSHOP NOW OPEN IN LEICESTER. 

Stocking all major brands. Great Prices, Great Service 
Also full Fishing tackle shop. 


SHOOTING SUPPLIES LTD 


38 Sherwood Road, 

Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 3DR 
Tel: 01527 831261 Fax: 01527 832007 
Email: rogerontarget@hotmail.co.uk 
Web: www.shootingsuppliesltd.co.uk 



I Credit cards: QS 


Open: Tues-Sat 9am-5.30pm, Fri 9am-7pm 

The Midlands largest gun shop. Main agents for Air Arms, BSA, 
Brocock, Daystate, FX, Umarex, Weihrauch. Over 200 new guns 
always in stock plus a good selection of secondhand. Extensive range 
of scopes and accessories with clothing and footwear from Seeland 
and Laksen. Helpful expert advice for the perfect combination. 


WALKERS OF TROWELL 


Nottingham Road, Trowell, 
Nottingham NG9 3PA 
Tel: 01 15 9307798 
Credit cards: Qg 


\A/alkei^s 


Stockists of: Daystate, BSA, Weihrauch, Air Arms, Umarex, 
Hawke, plus a large range of Pellets & Accessories. Fishing 
Tackle & Outdoor Clothing. 


LONDON & S.E. 


EAGLE GUNS (HATFIELD) 


Email: info@eagle-guns.co.uk 
Web: www.eagle-guns.co.uk 
Cpening hours: Tues & Thurs 
09:30-12:30, Sat 10:30-15:30 

Credit cards: QS ^ S 



1 C&H WESTON 1 

12 East Street, Brighton, 

Sussex BN11 HP ^ 

Tel: 01 273 326338/733832 ^ 

Fax: 01 273 720107 

Email: info@chweston.co.uk 

- 



Web: www.chweston.co.uk 

Cpening hours: Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Sun & Bank Hoi 10.30-4.30 

Credit cards: SSt TST p] 


Established 1819, C&H Weston offer a friendly service. 

We stock all good brands such as Air Arms, BSA, Daystate, 
Falcon, Brocock, Weihrauch, Game, Theoben, FX. 

Massive pellet range, chronographs, scales, gun cabinets, 
servicing. Scopes by Lightstream, Hawke, Nikko, BSA, MTC, 
Nikon, AGS. PX a pleasure. 


CHRIS POTTER COUNTRY SPORTS 


2-6 Grover Street, 

(off Camden Road) 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2QB 
Tel: 01 892 522208 
Email: ag@gun.co.uk 
Web: www.gun.co.uk 
Opening hours: 9-5.30 Mon, Tue, 
Thur, Fri, Sat. Closed Wed and Sun 

Credit cards: Q 


ufiKisis: 



Large premises with a huge choice of airguns, sporting guns, rifles 
and accessories. We have a wide variety of new and used rifles 
and combos, BSA, Air Arms, Weihrauch brands available from 
stock. Helpful friendly advice always available. For all your 
shooting needs. 


CRAWLEY SURPLUS STORE DBL SUSSEX LTD 


Unit 2 Access House, Stephenson Way, 
- ■ RHt 


Three Bridges, Crawley RH10 1TN 
Tel: 01293 525880 
Fax: 01 293 522749 
Email: sales@surplusstore.co.uk 
Web: WWW. ai rpi stol s . CO . u k 
Opening hours: 9.30 - 5.30 Mon - Sat 
Credit cards: flP wsa 




We have moved to a larger showroom with a testing range and 
free parking. Always a large range of C02 pistols, rifles, airsoft 
guns, gas blow back pistols. Major brands stocked, SMK, Umarex, 
Weihrauch, Air Arms, Game, BSA, Brocock. Large range of cloth- 
ing and accessories. Visit online www.airpistols.co.uk. 
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Services offered: "ffl* '"T*' tSJ HlllHiW To advertise your gunshop on these pages please call us on 01189 742525 


CHICHESTER ARMOURY 


43 West St, Chichester, 
Sussex P019 1RP 
Tel: 01243 774687 


Email: enquiries@chiarm.co.uk 
Web: www.chiarm.co.uk 
Opening hours: 9.30-1 2-5.00 

Credit cards: (gftTsr JJ ^ 



Good selection of new and used air rifles, stocking spring and 
pre-charged guns. Help and advice always available. 


EMMETT & STONE COUNTRY SPORTS 


Wilton Farm, Marlow Road 
Little Marlow, Bucks SL7 3RR 
Tel: 01 628 474187 


Email: sales@escountrysports.co.uk 
Web: www.escountrysports.co.uk 
Opening hou rs: jVlon-S at 9am-5pm 

Credit cards:CS Q 



Stockists of: Minox, Daystate, theoben, BSA, Weihrauch, Air Arms, 
Urmarex plus a wide range of pellets & Accessories. Please ask for 
further assistance and goods. 


G. E. FULTON 


Bisley Camp, Brookwood 
Woking, Surrey GU24 ONZ 
Tel: 01483 473204 
Fax: 01 483 475011 
Email: gefulton@btconnect.com 
Web: www.fultonsofbisley.com 



Opening hours: 9. 00am - 5.30pm Mon - Sun 7 days a week 

Credit cards: CSS Q lM 


Stockists of BSA, Air Arms, Daystate, Game, Weihrauch. 

UK importers of Feinwerkbau. New and used air rifles and 
accessories. Scopes. Fitting service. Pre-charged, C02, spring 
power. Service and repair of all guns. 


GREENFIELDS AIRGUN CENTRE 


The Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, Sturry, Canterbury 
CT2 ONG 

Tel: 01227 713222 
Fax: 01227 710611 
Email: sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
Web: www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
Opening hours: Tues - Sat 8.30am - 5.30pm. 

Sun 9.00am - 1 .00pm. Closed Mon 

Credit cards: CSi&l 



Stockists of BSA, Webley, Air Arms, Logun, Weihrauch, Game 

and many more. Helpful Friendly Advice Always Available. 


HAYWARDS GUNS 


Buncton Barn, Buncton Lane, Bolney, 
West Sussex, RH17 5RE 
Tel: 01444 882815 
Email: store@haywardguns.co.uk 
Web: www.haywardsguns.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 9.00-17.30 

Sat 9.00 -17.00 

Credit cards: CSi&L S 



Stock list of all major brands of airguns new and used. Try before 
you buy range available contact for further stock list and details. 


MAY OF LONDON LTD 


21-23 Cherry Tree Rise, 

Buckhurst hill, Essex IG9 6EU 
Tel: 0208 504 5946 
Email: trueshot@btconnect.com 
Web: www.mayoflondon.com 
Opening hours: Tu es - F ri 9.30am - 6pm Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Credit cards: QS Q 




RONNIE SUNSHINES 


4 Canalside, Northbridge Road 
Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1EG 
Tel/Fax: 01442 872829 
Email: info@ronniesunshines.com 
Web: www.ronniesunshines.com 
Opening hours: M on - S at 9 - 5 
Credit cards: QS Q 






Air rifle and pistol sales and servicing. Dive cylinders and filling 
station on-site, indoor range, vast range of goods and accesso- 
ries. Expert and friendly advice always given. We also sell shot- 
guns, rifles, cartridges, ammunition, clays, cabinets and clothing. 


PARK STREET GUNS 


1-2 Park Street Lane, Park St. 
St. Albans, Herts AL2 2NE 
Tel: 01 727 872646/872669 
Fax: 01 727 875449 


Email: parkstreetguns@talk21.com 
Web: www.gunshot.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30 
Sat 9 - 5 

Credit cards:QSSi Q 



We sell all major makes of airguns including BSA, Weihrauch, 
Gamo, Daystate, Umarex and more. All pellets and decoying 
equipment. Also in-house airgun smith service and power test- 
ing facilities. Friendly and knowledgeable service - always! 


R & K STOCKCRAFT GUNSMITHS 


19 Vicarage Road, Stony Stratford, 

Milton Keynes, MK11 IBM 
Tel: 01 908 561 298 or 01 908 568493 
Email: rkstockcraft@btconnect.com 
Web: WWW. rkstockcraft .com 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8:30am - 
5:00pm. Sat 8:30am - 3:15pm. Closed on Sunday. 


RK 

STOCKCRAFT | OUNSMITH'S 


EXPERT ADVICE WITH A 
COMPETITIVE PRICE? 
CALL NOW 01908 561298 


PORTSMOUTH GUN CENTRE 


295 London Road, Portsmouth, P02 9HF 

Tel: 02392 660 574 Email: sales@portsmouthguncentre.com 


We stock rifles, pistols, shotguns, airguns and black powder weap- 
ons. Keeping the leading brands in stock, the business can accom- 
modate all enquiries from customers and shooters alike. 
Complimenting the vast range of firearms, Portsmouth Gun Centre 
also carries a large amount of accessories, ammunition, clothing 
and miscellaneous shooting equipment. 


RIFLE SPORTS 


Unit 16 Globe Works Industrial Estate, 

Grays, Essex RM17 6ES 

Tel: 01375 658000 Web: www.riflesports.co.uk 



Airguns and accessories including: Scopes, Bi-pods, Lamps, Night 
Vision, Airguns, Pellets, & much more. Country Clothing by Jack 
Pyke, Ridgeline, Realtree, Web-Tex, and Napier. Scopes by ushnell, 
Nikko, Sabre, SMK and Nikon 


Hertfordshire’s leading Airgun Specialists we stock Weihrauch, 
Daystate, Air Arms, BSA, Logun, SMK, and many more. Plus a 
large range of C02 pistols, scopes, clothing and a comprehensive 
stock of airgun accessories. We are also Bushcraft and Survival 
specialists supplying all the kit you need to survive. Come and 
visit our shop and Try before you buy on our purpose built 
indoor range. Or visit our website www.ronniesunshines.com 


STRINGTOWN SUPPLIES 


29 High Street, Relegate 
East Sussex BN26 SAB 
Tel: 01323 488844 

Email: stringtownsupplies@btinternet.com 
Web: www.stringtownsupplies.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 



stringtownsurplus 

Opening hours: 9.30-5.30 MON-SAT 10.30-2.30 SUN 

Credit cards: CSjSSL P 


Why not visit our amazing shop (“The Aladdin’s Cave” as its 
known!) Secondhand and new airguns. Air Arms, BSA, Crosman, 
Gamo, Hawke, SMK, Umarex, Webley, Weihrauch etc. Plus: Army 
surplus, camo clothing. Jack Pyke, archery, crossbows, airsoft, 
de-acts, paintball. Mail order service. Also dealer to dealer. 


SCOTLAND 


BORDERS GUNROOM 


Main St, St Boswells, 
Melrose, TD6 OAA 
Tel/Fax: 01835 822844 


Email: bordersgunroom@yahoo.co.uk 
Opening hours: 8.30 - 5.30 
Credit cards; 




South of Scotland’s largest gun and fly fishing retailer. 

Large selection of new and secondhand spring and 
pre-charged air rifles, scopes and accessories. 

Repairs carried out on the premises. Instruction given. 


I GUNSMITHS & FISHING TACKLE SPECIALISTS 


920 Pollokshaws Road, 
Glasgow, G41 2ET 
Tel: 0141 6322005 


Web: www.tackleandguns.net 
Email: bruce@tackleandguns.net 
Opening hours: Mon - Sat, 10am - 5pm 

Credit cards: css s 


TACKLE 

AND 

GUNS 


Gunsmiths and Fishing Tackle specialists established over 37 years, 

situated opposite Queens Park on Pollokshaws Rd, Glasgow. All major makes 
Firearms, Shotguns and Airguns - “If we don’t have it, we can get it” & if you’re 
thinking of upgrading to FAC, give us a shout! Repair Service also available. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR GUN SHOP ON THESE PAGES PLEASE CALL US ON 

01189 742525 
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frGTA Trade countryside 

7 Member ALLIANCE 


Countryside Alliance 
Trade Member 


Items stocked: 





SCOTLAND 


I WONDERLAND MODELS 


Isle of Wight 


97 + 101 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9j 
Tel: 0131 229 6428 
Fax: 0131 229 7625 
Email: sales@wonderlandmodels.com 
Web: www.wonderlandmodels.com 
Opening hou rs: 9.30 - 6 .00 
Credit cards: Q 




Edinburgh’s leading air rifle, air pistol, airgun pellet and accessories 
supplier. We are dealers for Air Arms, Anics, BSA, Grosman, Gamo, 
Sportsmarketing, Umarex, Webley and Weihrauch. We also stock BB 
guns, pellets and targets. We stock the full range of Barnett slingshots and 
archery equipment. 


WALES 


DRAGON FIELD SPORTS 


8 Egerton Street, Wrexham Town Centre 
Tel: 01 978 290990 
Fax: 01 978 31 11 41 


Email: dragonfieldsports@googlemail.com 
Web: www.dragonfieldsports.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm 

Credit cards: QS Q 


bfiKUfz: m 



Full range of: Air Rifles, Air Pistols, C02 Pistols, Shotguns, 
Firearms. Also: Scopes, Lamps, Ammo, Camo Clothing, Archery. 
Servicing and Repairs. 


VALLEY ARMS 


Bolero Camp, Park Road, Ruthin, 
Denbighshire LL15 1NB 
Tel/Fax: 01 824 704438 


Email: info@valleyarms.co.uk 
Web: www.valleyarms.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9 - 5.30 
Tues & Thurs 7-^m. Sat 9 - 4.30 

Credit cards: CS iSSL Q 



Largest selection of new and used guns in North Wales. 

On-site indoor range. On-site workshop. Full range of accessories. 
90 years of shooting experience at your disposal. Part exchange 
welcome. 


NORTH 


MANCHESTER AIR GUNS 



470 Oldham Road, Failsworth, 

Manchester M35 OFH 
Tel: 0161 681 7947 
Fax: 01 61 684 8092 
Web: WWW. manchesterairguns.co.uk 
Opening hours: 9.30 - 5 pm. Closed Sun 
Credit cards:(SE voa jj All credit cards accepted 


Britain’s first Airgun Only Gunshop (since 1977). 

Large stocks of airguns, scopes and pellets. Servicing, repairs and 
re-blueing. Free advice with pleasure! 


MOOREDGES AIRGUNS 


The Chantreys, Mooredges Road, Thorne, 
Doncaster DN8 5RY 
Tel: 01405 741706 
Fax: 01405 740936 
Email: info@mooredges.com 
Web: www.mooredgesairguns.co.uk 
Opening hours: 7 days a week. Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm. 
Sun 10.00am -_4j)0pm. Op en Ba nk Holidays. 

Credit cards: CSjSSl Q 
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Extensive range of all leading airguns, scopes and accessories. 

Also a wide range of camo clothing and footwear available. 


PHOENIX FIELD SPORTS SUPPLIES 


37-41 High Street, Old Town, Bridlington 
East Yorkshire Y0164PR 
Tel: 01262 605512 
Email: info@fieldgear.co.uk 
Opening hours: Wed - Sat 1 0am - 5pm 
(Closed Mond ay an d Tuesday) 

Credit cards: QS 

Air rifles: Weihrauch, Grosman, Hammerli, 

Shotguns: Sabbati, Investarm, etc. 

Pellets: RWS, Grosman, Walther, Lanes, etc. 

Working dog equipment: Whistles, dummies, leads, sticks, etc. 

Also: Gartridges, gunslips, clothing and footwear. Jack Pyke 
stockist, Bluelite, Blazer litelamps, battery packs, torches, bags, 
equipment, safety eyewear, ear defenders, camo nets and decoys. 

FISHING AND ARCHERY EQUIPMENT ALSO AVAILABLE HERE. 



TONY’S CAMO & AIRGUN CENTRE 


EAST 




BEDFORD COUNTRY PURSUITS 



111 Castle Road, 

Bedford, MK40 3QX 
Tel: 01234 346648 
Fax: 01 234 346648 
Email: info@bedfordcountrypursuits.com 
Web: www.bedfordcountrypursuits.com 
Opening hours: Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 8AM - 5.30PM, 
Wed 8AM-7PM. Closed Sunday & Monday. 

Credit cards: essQiii 



Selection of Air Rifles, Firearms and Shotguns. All leading makes. 
Compressor for oylinder filling and rifles. BASC/ATEO airgun 
instruotors. Buy with confidence, friendly advice given 


CHURCHILLS OF DEREHAM 


24 Norwich Street, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 1BX 


Tel: 01362 696926 
Fax: 01 362 854489 
Email: sales@churchillsofdereham.co.uk 
Web: www.onlinegunshop.co.uk 
Opening hours: 9am to 5pm Mon to Sat 

Credit cards: fiS H 


lifiKuis: m 



Large stock of New & Used Guns. Full Gun Repair Service - On 
Site. Clay Shoots/Lessons Arranged. GUNS WANTED - CASH 

PAID. FREE POSTAGE ONLINE! 


Saltney House, Chesterbank Business Park, River Lane, 
Saltney, Chester, CH4 8SL 
Tel: 01244 681191 Web: www.tonyscamo.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm, Sun 10am-4pm 



Indoor range. Gun repairs and servicing available. Over 1 50 rifles and 
pistols on display including Weihrauch, BSA, Daystate, Prestige, Walther, 
Brocock, Umarex, RWS, DGS, Armex, SMK, Air Force One, 

Grosman, Norica, Gamo, Cometa and much more... 


WARRINGTON GUNS 


53 Norris Street, Warrington 
Cheshire WA2 7RJ 
Tel: 01925 415901 


Email: sales@warringtonguns.com 
Web: www.warringtonguns.com 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm 
Sat 9am - 4.30p m 

Credit cards:CS,£gl Q 





Selection of air rifles including BSA, Air Arms, Falcon, Cometa, 
Brocock, Webley, Edgar & Weihrauch. 

CZ and Ruger rimfire rifles. Shotguns, ammunition and cartridges. 

Reloading powders and centre fire ammunition in stock. 


WIGHILL PARK GUNS 


I COUNTRY SPORTING GUNS 

Cannons Cottage, Punchbowl Lane, Brothertoft, Boston, 
Lincolnshire PE20 3SB 
Line 1:01205 31 1246 
Line 2: 01 205 369470 
Email: stvdxn440@gmail.com 
Web: www.countrysportingguns.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 

[~We now sell impact airguns!! | 

We supply airguns and shooting accessories, stocking all major air 
rifle brands, optics and silencers. Setup and tuning service. We are 
selected BSA area dealers. Sporting rifles and shotguns including ammo. 
New and secondhand rifles and shotguns. SHOOTING RANGE. We buy 
airguns. This is the home of the Grand European 80 Varmint air rifle. 



1 T.R.ROBB 

316 High Road, South Benfleet 

Essex SS7 5HB Tel: 01 268 752888 
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Full range of air rifles and pistols. Soft-air 1 
and Simmons scope specialist. Tuning 
kits and Customising Service. 

HHRHIin 




Wighill Park, Nr Tadcaster, 

North Yorkshire LS24 8BW 
Tel: 01937 833757 
Fax: 01937 530563 
Email: info@wighillparkguns.co.uk 
Web: www.wighillparkguns.co.uk 
Opening hours: Wed 9-5, Thurs late night 9-8pm. 
Fri and Sat 9-5pm 
Credit cards: 


SOUTH WEST 


Visit one of Britain’s best stocked Airgun Shops in the heart of the 
Yorkshire countryside. TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ON OUR 
INDOOR RANGE. Part exchange a specialty. 


COUNTRYWIDE 


Bradford Road, Melksham, 

Wiltshire, SN128LQ 
Tel: 01225 701473 

Email: enquiries@countrywidefarmers.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8.30-18.00, 
Sat 8.30-17.30, Sun 10-16.00 

Credit cards: C8j£l. Q 




SUNDERLAND SCUBA CENTRE 


4A Atkinsons Buildings, Trimdon Street 

Sunderland, Tyne and Wear SR4 6AH 

Tel: 01915 670147 

Email: contact@sunderlandairguns.com 

Web: www.sunderlandairguns.com 

Opening hours: 9.00-5.30 Mon-Fri | 9.00-4.30 Sat 

10.00-3.00 Sun 

Credit cards: C9 Q 




Stockists of Weihrauch, Webley, BSA, Norica, Gamo, Hammerli, 
scopes, lamps, pellets and accessories. Airsoft guns stocked, 
crossbows & archery available. Guns serviced and repaired. 
Airgun and cylinder refills to 300 bar. 


Offers a great selection of new & used air guns. Stockists of 
Weirauch, BSA, Air Arms, Daystate, Gamo, Umarex, SMK and 
Grosman. Gun repair on site. Good selection of scopes on site. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR GUN 
SHOP ON THESE PAGES 
PLEASE CALL US ON 

01189 742525 
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GET THE airMAX ADVANTAGE! 


Airmax 30 IR SF : The Ultimate Design in Airgun 

Optics with the Latest Innovative Features 



Red IR - Infinitely adjustable 
stepless rheostat 


1/4 M.O.A exposed, locking 
and resettable 'sniper style' turrets 


Fully multi-coated optics for 
sharp and bright images 


4 Inch side focus wheel for parallax control 
Patent Pending - UK PA# 1 3 20436.7 


Rubber coated zoom 
ing and fast focus ocular 


30mm nitrogen purged mono-tube - 
100% waterproof, fog proof and shock resistant 


Red Illuminated Reticle: AMX (Ballistic mil dot) 
Supplied with: 4" wheel, sunshade, lens caps and CR2032 battery 
3-1 2x50 - £249.95 | 4-16x50 - £269.95 | 6-24x50 - £289.95 | 8-32x50 - £309.95 


Threaded objective for sunshade 
and tactical flip-up covers (included) 


For those airgun shooters after a scope with 'just 
that bit more', I can tell you that the Airmax delivers, 
and then some." 

Airgun Shooter Magazine 


The Airmax SF can't fail to impress-for either 
hunting or HFT." 

Shooting Sports Magazine 


These scopes tick all the boxes and then some. 

Airgun World Magazine 



For more information, call us on 01 394 387762 or visit www.hawkeoptics.com 

Hawke Sport Optics, Avocet House, Wilford Bridge Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IPl 2 1 RB 
Hawke and Airmax are registered trademarks of Deben Group Industries Ltd. 


SPORT OPTICS 



Superior build ... Superior optics ... Superior features ... 

In fact the only thing not superior about the new Sabre range of riflescopes is the price! 

■ Developed and designed specifically for the UK market by ASI, in conjunction with Nikko Stirling 
■ Packed with technical features ■ All scopes supplied with mounts as standard 
■ Airgunner and Airgunner IR come with ‘flip up’ lens covers as standard ■ Full manufacturer’s warranty 


Distributed to the trade by: ASi, Aiiiance House, Snape, Saxmundham, Suffoik iP17 1SW 
Tei: 01728 688555 I Fax: 01728 688950 I Web: www.a-s-i.co.uk I Email: info@a-s-i.co.uk 


